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Hickios ro the Fennel Sex is oO * with FR | 

Nature, that a Man can hatalybe Ham d for wy 
Captivated by Beamty ;, but it muſt be acknowledg'd, that 

nothing contributes more to the deſroying our Quiet, than a 
Fancy ton much turn d that way. Ao 


inſtances of the 
Truth whereof may be ſeen in the World * ; alrhongh the | 
| ba mY. __ him endeavour to conceal 5 


. e Blow fi is He wen 
W) ea — ( Conſidernble enough r 1 55 
me, and Good Sence , tobeeffeemd 8 on „ 

Perſons F the igbef? Rank in à Court, the ny HH MF” 
any in Europe ) encumber'dwith the continual peer Bs 
ties, expos . 1 and re duc d at laft tothe © * 
lone t Condition, Nr the Je os f n -" ; 


with Women, 


Þ We wi ku ſe ded, 2 "lo als Fair that 
this G al wiv as particularly wee of th 3 a 7 tobe 
_ Jilred is ſomewhat ſingular, But we cannot forbear 


* are tos ** inſtances of the like nature, 
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my 


8 7 return from Spain, 1 found every 

* ke in a better diſpoſition than I ex- 
peded for my favourable reception at 
Court: My Brother was made Mareſchal 
4 Cary , at the Promotion of the' Mareſchals 
obs; Pallach and Mioſſans, and it happen d 
at I con ributed not a little to his Intereſt. 
in kl e Queen and the Cardinal. *Twas very well 
Part 2. ä | known 


— ( 2 
known that I had followd the Prince of Cond: ; 
But the Queen only knew the Commiſſion he had 
given me to execute at the Court of Madrid. She 
had often upbraided my Brother with it; yet he 
neglected to inform me of her reproaches, either 
for that he had reaſons to keep me ſtill on the 
Prince's (ide, or that hearing of my Extravagan- 
cles, he did not think there was any likelihood of 
my Subſiſting in France in ſuch difficult times, 
When he ſaw I was come to my ſelf, and was 
unwilling loſs any more time, he gave me the 
beſt advice he cou'd in what I had to do, and 
finding I was ready to follow his Inſtructions he 
went to wait upon the Queen, whom he in- 
| form'd that he had oblig'd me to leave the Prince, 
and that I had been very Inftrumental in per- 
{wading the Prince of Conti and Madam de Lon. 
gueville to accept of a Pardon. Theſe two Arti- 
clesw here entirely falſe, and the Latter not only 


| 
Untrue, but Improbable , I never hall any par. I 
ticular acceſs to the Prince of Conti, and very far ! 
from having Contributed to his return to Court.! 
In ever heard, till I came to Paris, that he inclind il C 
to it; nor that Madam the Princeſs, and her Son 
the Duke of Engaie were departed for Braſſill. i 
The Queen, without examining whether what I | 
my Frother {aid was true or not, ſo Paſſionately WW " 
deſir'd that the Prince of Conti ſhou'd quit the 
Party of the Rebells, and Marry the Cardina's WT 
| Niece, that ſhe receiv'd me, as if I had really Pre- 5 


vaibd with him to do both the One and the 
Other. 
55 m 
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My Brother Fr her "Majeſty gave ine the 
deceit, that he might not be caught i in a falfity, 
thought it convenient that I ſhowd appear to be 
very well with the Prince of Co. and ſent me to 
Bourdeauæ, from whence he Was not vet removed. 
He found out a pretence for my Jourftey thither, 
and Recommended me to the Prince's chief Fa- 
vourite, acquainting him, that having ſome buli- 
nels ar Bourdeauæ, I co 1 not avoid pay ing my 
Duty to his Highneſs an deſiring 15 intro. 
duce me. ne 

The Prince of Corti, who wit Oe of -Y 
Peace and the Match as the ueen ask de d thi. 
dred Queſtions about wh: Paſt at Pi 1% And 
Ianſwer'd him ſo much to 515 ſatisfaction, that 
he oped himſelf to me, and diſcover the 'Ex- 
tream deſire he had to pleaſe her Majeffy ; and 1 
took hold of this opportunity to concern my 
ſelf in their Reconciliation, and thus, on a ſudden 
I was in a Condition to Juſtify what my Brother 
had ſaid of me; and fully inſtructed inthe Prince's 
intentions, came back to Court, where I told the 
Queen ſo many Particulars of my negotiations 
with him, that ſhe was Confirm®d in her belief, 
that twas by my means that both the Prince and 
his Siſter were ſo willing to make their Peace 
with her. 

perceivd by the ſucceſs of this Artifice, that 
my Brother was a Perfect Courtier,and knew the 
chief Secret of ſucceeding in a Court; which is to 
Value one's ſelf topurpoſe, and Lye boldly. | 

The Queen ordered that 1ſhowd have a Com- 

B 2 muſh ion 
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miſſion to raiſe a Regiment; but my Brother re 
preſenting to het that the Charge wou'd be too 
great for my Pocket, ſhe gave me one that became 
Vacant by the Death of who was kill'd at 
the Battle,of WY in the e Hoquin 
; Are | 


& # #42 % 


came 
S Miles out of the Dee took him into his 
oach, and Carry'd him to the Louvre, where five 
or ſix days after he Marry'd his Niece. Before 
2 been Three Months in Paris, I found my ſel 
engag d in a new Intrigue. 
At the time When my deſign of retiring out 
of the World ran moſt in my Head, I underſtood 
one of the Hi heſt Magiſtrates in the Kingdom 
had laid du his Offices and Employments, and 
Liv'd retir'd | in a "Houſe Which he had Built ad 
-joyningto a Monaſtery in the Neighbourhoodof 
. This Perſon had been more than a Year 
in this Retirement, which was talk'd of as one 
the moſt Heroick Actions of the Age ; every bod 
went out of Curioſity to ſee him, and none wa 
more Curious then my ſelf in ſuch a matter 
Whatever flatter'd my inclination to Solitude, 
and my intentions of Renouncing the World, 
pleas d meg and i did not doubt but the exampl: 
and Converſation of this Man, wou'd Conhrn 
me in my Reſolution to ſeek out a Solitary being 
and there end my Days in Penitence and Devo 
tion. 


* viſted him, told him what 1 intend: 'd, br 
e 


1 | 
he at firft commended me; Jet when we were 
grown better acquainted, he plainly. conſeſt, 

that if whas he had done was to do again, he 

woud never retire with ſo much noiſe,; He ſaid a 
Solitary Life was ſo difficult a thing to a Man us d 

to Bulineſs and Company, that whoever has 

thoughts of retiring, ought. to conſider well with 
himſelf, whether he has Courage enough to re- 

nounce all the Pleaſures and Vanities of the 

World, and lead a Life of Contemplation and 
piety; otherwiſe he wou d Expoſe himſelf to he 
a publick Jeſt, to return to his Old courſes, and 
to be more in Love with the World than ever. 
In the main, he approv'd of ſo noble an Enter- 
prize as quitting all Temporal Honours, and 
ſpending ones days in Acts of Devotion and Pe- 
nitence, tho' he wou'd never adviſe any one to 
immitate him in the manner of his Retirement. 
His Reaſons againſt Solitude did not weigh, wich 
me ſo much as his Example, and the Change it 


had wreught in him. Before his retreat, he was 
Famous for his Wit and Politeneſs; and ſigce, he 


did not ſhew either of thoſe Qualities. He buſi'd 


| himſelf wholly about Trifles, to p'ace his 265k 


and Cuſhion right, or toſet an Image or, a Pi- 
ture in a proper Light, u as his cheifeſt emploment, 


He grew Peeviſh and Difficult to be pleas d: 


In ſhort he had Learnt all che ill Qualities of Per · 
ſons that live out of the World. He perceiv'd 


| himſelf that he was Chang'd for the worle, and he 


was extremely Mortifiy'dat it. He ſaid, SclitpGe 


Was the cauſe of the alteration in his Temper and 


A 3 


Manners, 


ti 8 1 
Wanner and he Thou'd have reaſon to be yer 


ſorry for. his entring into it, if he did not 0 
that God Wou'd actept'of it as an agreable Sacri. 


fice. He had recoutſe to Death as the end of 


allthis Troubles; and I cou'd eaſily perceive, 
that had he not been more afraid of Cenſure, 
than h& was in love With Vertue, he wou'd not 
long have kept to His Retirement. Amidſt all hi 
diſquiets, there e in him à great man 
Leecher. Principles; and 1 was fatisfied that 

owever he repented of his undertaking ſo diff. 
colt an attempt, yet he was a very good Man. 
I muſt own freely, that neither the difficulties 
vor tile Ke prize, nor the Magiſtrates Arguments 
pre vad with me % much, to lay aſide all thought 
n Retiring, as the Views I had of mending my 
Fortune hy the favour of the Queen. While! 
had no proſpect of getting any thing at Cour, 
1 Was very hot upet Retreating to a Cell, and 
bu ou g my cares in a Monaſtery ; but as ſoon 
as I was 


put at the head of a r. I felt ſtill 
a weakneſs in my Nature, and an inclination to 


Vanity, more powerful than the Charms of Ver- 
tue arid Solitude. In ſhort, threw offall thoughts 
of turning Monk, and grew as Gallant and 28 
Gay as ever, making theſe Reflections on the 
_ Magiſtrate and my ſelf : That as Diſgrace is the 
moſt Common way that God makes uſe of to en. 
gage men to a Solitary life, ſo there are few 
Men who are happy in the World that are wil 
ling to leave it : Or that are not more willing to 
return to it than ever they were to quit it. 1 did 
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not tell the ſtory of this Gentlemans retreating, 


purely to uſher in theſe Reflections; but took it 
in my way to an accident which befell me at a 
Vviſit I made him: Among ſeveral Ladies of Qua- 
lity, whoſe Curiofity lead them to ſee” the Soli. 
tary Magiſtrate , 1 chancd to meet with one cf 
the Queens Maids of Honour, whoſe Beauty 


and Adventures were the talk of the Court 
and Town. The Duke of Gzi/e had for Eight 
Years been inLove wirh her,and would have Mar- 
ried her: For this Purpoſe he went to Rome 10 
Procure a diſpenſation from his Holineſs to Di- 
vorce his Firſt Wife. In 1:a/y he engag'd himſelf 
in the expedition of Naples; where he was taken 
by the Spainards, and ſent Priſoner into Spain. 
His Amours were as well known as his Misfor- 


tunes, and when | was at Madrid, I heard him o- 
penly ſpeak of the Miftreſs he left in France, 
whom I had either never ſeen, or quite forgotten, 
having liv'd moſt part of my time out of the 


Kingdom. 


I awherat the viſit 1 am ſpeaking of, and 


had an opportunity to converſe with her, not on- 
ly in a Walk which laſted all the Aftern con, 
but on the Road; when in the Evening we re- 
turn'd to Paris. She knew I had ſeen the Duke (f 
Gaiſe in my Travels; She was alſo inform'd-ct 


that Prince's Inconſtancy while he was abroad; 
and our Converſation ran wholly on him and 


nis Intrigues. | 
ſie the Duke, and had no great reaſon to ſpeak well 


I was not at much pains to Juſti- 


of him; and I began to conceive ſuch Sentiments 
10 11 4 


of 


I 8 C I 

o. his . chat I ſhou'd not Rane beek ſorry 

i 4ke had provd untaithful to him. e 

ſhou'd I have put any hardſhip upon her, in de. 

firing it of her , for as much as ſhe was oblig'd to 

the Duke of Gui/e, whole Love of her had 

brouglit him to all his Misfortunes ,. and whole 

Conſtaney was as remarkable as his Paſſion, 
yet ſhe had not forborn to liſten to other Lover, 
The Duke of Candale made his Addreſſes to her 

as ſoon as me appear d at Court, and in a little 

time leſt her, tor a Lady with whom he made 

an Acqugintance in a journey to Auignon. 

Then the Duke of Guiſe, , and the Marqueis 4: 

Villequier,at once feil in Love with her, and were 

ſo lictle jealovs of one another, that inſtead of 

Quarrelling, they kept a very good Correſpon: 

dence, animating one another to render Services 
to their Miſtreſs, and agreed bet ween themſelves, 
to have no diſpute about her, but who coud 
Love her, and who cou'd Serve her beſt. They 

continu'd this new way of making Love; they 
carry'd it ſo far, as to endeavour to be Killd for 
her ſake, and every body knows, that at the Siege 
of Dixmuyde, their- emulation to ſurpaſs each other 
in the moſt daring enterprizes, expos d them to a 
Ihouſand Perils. Villequier was firſt weary of this 
new kind of Gallantry, and the Duke remain d 
without a Rival in his Amour. His Miſtreſs had 

ma nag d her ſelf ſo well, that ſhe had conceiv'd 
hopes cf charming the D. of Orleans, and indeed, 
the Duke thew'd an inclination that way, but it 
; oon vanim' ; for he was {till more [nconftant 
than 
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than Villequier, and the Duke once more had the 
Pleaſurę to have the Lady to himſelf, Not long 
alter, he Went to Rome, and as his ma in deſign in 
tlrowing himſelf into Naples , was to Marry 
her as ſoon as he was Maſter of the City; ſo 
when he thought the Town was his own, he 
ſent a Procuration to a Perſon to Marry her by 
proxy, in his Name, as if he had been a Sove- 
reign. His Vanity was laugh at by all the World, 
and being taken Priſoner ſoon aſter, he was toro d 
to put off his Marriage to another time. While 
he was in priſon, the Prince of made his 
Court to his Miſtreſs, who perceiving the Prince 
was not of a Humour to Love long in a place, 
| ſhe was ſo cunning as to turn the Paſſion he 
had for her, to the Duke of Gaiſes Advantage, 
and engage him to ſolicite for his Liberty. 
In truth, *twas generally believ'd, that it was at 
this Prince s Requeſt, that the Queen obrain'd of 
her Brother the King of Spain, to ſuffer the Duke 
to return to France. This important Service 
made his Miſtreſs the more dear to him, and he 
Lov'd hex with greater violence than ever, when 
Ireſolvd te endeavour to gain her good Graces , 
my inclinations at firſt getermin'd me to it, 
but atterwards obſerving that the Lady was 
not ſo farenga gd with the Duke, but ſhe wou'd 
hearken tome, Trejoyc'd at this opportunity 
to revenge my "ſelf of him, for the ill turns he 
play'd me in Spain. 
made haſte to tell her my paſſion and being re- 
ceiv'd by her very ivvuratly, [ began to grow 
| proud 
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proud upon it; ſot I was every way inferior to the 
D. of Guiſe, and *twas nota ſmallpleaſure to me, 
to think I was prefer'd to a Perſon of his Quality 
and Merit, but my Vanity deceiv'd me. The Lady 
did not liſten to me with any other intention, 
than to hide an intrigue which ſhe had with x 
Man of whom ſhe was ſcandalouſly fond; as much 
below me, as I was below the Duke. He was a Ci. 
tizen's Son, and deſcended from a Carrier of 0. 
leans: He was Handſome, and all his Merit con. 
ſiſted in his$hape 
I knew — 2a of her Amour and was not ſo 
inquiſitive as to find it out: The D. of Guiſe him- 
_ felt firſt told me of it, we ſaw one another often 
in Spain, and out Converſing together there had 
given us an Aſſiduity to each other, common to 
_ - Perſons that grow acquainted abroad, u hen they 
meet at home, The D. one Day made me a Con. 
ſidence of his Miſtreſſes Infidelity ; he told me he 
had diſcovered that ſhe Lov'd a Fellow whom he 
intended to have Whipt. Having no knowledge 
of her Love for the Citizen, it enter d into my 
| thoughts that the Duke meant me, and that 
I I was the very Man of whom he talk'd ſo Con. 
temptuouſly. I anſwer'd ſullenly, I wonder 
to hear him talk ſo,and that the Perſon whom he 
threatned with the laſh , might perhaps be aMan 
able enough to teach him to be more Moderate. 
Never was Man more amaz d, than the Duke 
of Gaiſe, at what I ſaid to him: He ask d what | 
meant by it? And what Intereſt Thad in the Raf 


cal ? Still — my ſelf to be the Perſon bt 
| treate 


ä _ 11 Pg 
treated ſo ſcornfully, I reply'd i in the ſame tone 
as before, I wou'd meet him with my Sword in 


my "Hand , and let him know that a Gentle- 


man was not to be us'd at that Rate. The Duke 
Laught heartily at theſe Words , asking me if I 
was grown Mad? laat laſt perceiv'd my Error, 
and finding I was miſtaken, I laught as heartily 
as he did; and told him, I talk d ſo only to hear 
what he wowd ſay. This Anſwer did not ſatis- 
fie him, *twas in vain for me toproteſt I was all 
the while in jeſt, the Duke wou'd not believe 
me; and left me without defiring to have the 
matter further explain'd. 


Our laſt Converfation made the Duke believe | 
that] was his Rivals "Confident , he rold my Bro- 
ther of it, and he gave me to underſtand who 

the Man was the Duke ſpoke to me of; I then 


ſaw that my Miſtake was the moſt whimſical 


and unfortunate that cou'd have happend. My 
_ Miſtreſs was in Love with a Perſon;unworthy of 


her, and I was thought to be concern'd in the 


Amour, to be the Confident of a Fellow. that 


was not Company for my Servants, Taſſurd 


Brother I was wholly a Stranger to the Man, 


ard very far from aſſiſting him in this Intrigue ; 
won d be the firſt that ſhou'd revenge the 


Duke of G#j/e on his Rival, and, if he pleasd, 
fight him, to Chaſtiſe his Inſolence. My Bro- 
ther reply'd 'twas enough. That he would $4 
ceive the Duke, and that 1 ſhou'd do well not to 
meddle in the matter, nor ſee his Miſtreſs more. 
| promis d to do as he would have me, though 


; f | at 


5 SW 0 12 * 
at the ſame time I * the quite contrary; 
and whether or no he had ſome ſuſpition that 
Idiſembied with him, that Day 1 had orders to | 
Fx my Regiment, which was in Flanders, Ml 
the Prince of Cant: had Beſieg d Arras, and the 5 
King's Army was drawn wedge to oblige him i 
to raiſe the Siege. I went away without ſeeing the 
Bt of Guiſe or his Miſtreſs, and was heartily 
. A - vext that I had not an opportunity to undeceiye 
mme Duke, nor to Revenge my {elf onthac Faith · 
4A = 5 Woma 1 * 
© JI was {ſcarce come to my Regiment, when I 
regel d a long Letter from her; in which, ſhe 
- complain'd of me, for telling the Duke of G 
of the intrigue between her and me. She in. 
formed me, that the Duke had inſulted her upon 
* it; and that ſhe ſhow'd be forc'd to take ſhelter 
at a Friends Houſe in Guienne, to avoid being 
worſe; Treated by him. She accus'd me as the 
- Cauſe of all her Misfortunes, aſſuring me how. 
=, ever, that ſhe ſtilll Lov'd me enough to long 
to ſee me; adding, if I had the leaſt conſideration 
For her, I wou'd not abandon her, but follow 
6: hertoGaienre, whither ſhe was going, taking the 
pF "Road by the Loire. 
1 his 13 touch'd me, and 1 cou'd not bear 
5 that the ſhould charge me "with doing her diſſer. 
4 Mp = "vices in her Amour with the Duke of G,; 
I as for departing immediately, to clear my ſelf 
DB 5 of theſe Accuſations; and had certainly Rode pre- 
F 1 after her, had not the remembrance of 
the intrigue Which! was told, ſhe had with the * 
400 a 


__ — 


. 
RG ; 


— 
* 1 3 
n 4 7 * 
5 Pay „ 
7 wy 9 1 b * 
* N - 
W 
7 8 / * 
3\ 


. 
SU, . 
r 


r 2 Pee 44 7 * 
"6. +, a | O M3, T% g „ 
* bs _ l by 7 W "ng 4” X . 
. „ "hat 
$4 4 r PRI. 1 


W * 7 2 3 0 
D 42 EW, $472 
„ e 
„„ 
— 1 * — Be » 7 4.2 
2 * 1 v - * 
3 8 * A 


4 £2 SEPD 

« 8 © —_ 
5 0 
3 


6430 
ton the Duke of Gaiſe 100 againſt, reſtraind 
me. I was willing to be ſatisſied on that affair, MM 
| beſbte l tock ſuch a Journey, I wrote to her, 8 
that [never ſpoke a word of her to that prince; and 1 
if he, was angry with her, 'twas only on "__ | 
ek the Citizen "whom Me 'entertain'd ; 
nam d the Man, and gave her an exact relation of 
all that! had heard about him and her,proteſting, 
if ſhe cou'd juſtifie her ſelf in that matter, j woud i 
leave all things to wait upon her. Ireccividno W 
Anſwer, and a little while afterwards; I under- 
| ſtood how ſhe and the Duke of Guiſe came to 
fall out. The Duke nappen'd to light upon ſome 
of his Rivals Letters, and was to exaſperated 
«at it, that he had neither regard for her 8 nor 
"the Friendſnip that had been for ſeveral Years} 
between them; and not only ugd her ill, but 
commenc'd a Suit againſt her. In this extre- 
mity, ſhe had recourſe to the Marſhal . 5 
and the Marſhal 4“ her Old Ach inte 
and Friends, who gave her a Guard to Convoy her 
to Guienne, accompanying her themſelves part of 
the Way. Her engagement with the Citizen 
was ſo ſtrong” ſhe coud not part from him. The 
Fellow fellow d hep i in a Diſguiſe, the Paſſion the 
© MarſhaF D'*=< had: formerly for her, rekindled 
this journey; and having been inform d, that 
in Duke of Guiſe was jealous of no body but 
he had no ſuſpiſion of her Real Lover, 
1 he ſaw every Day without the leaſt mit. 
truſt ; at laſt he was convinc'd of her faithood, 
and treated her as roughlyas the Duke had done; 


which 


i 


which oblig'd her to 4 France , and retire to 
Bruſſels, where her diſgraces were not known. The 
Duke of Gaiſe went on Board the Fleet which 
he Commanded, and Beſieg d Caſtellamare, in 
the Kingdom of Naples, Iis plain, the Young 
Gentle woman wou?d have had me come to So 
to Gaieune, for nothing but to confirm a Re- 
port which ſhe had ſpread about, That I was the 
only Rival the Duke of Gaiſe cou'd charge her 
with; and this Artifice, ſhe hopꝛd wou'd conceal 
the true cauſe of her quarrel with him; ;by which 
means ſhe might without ſcandal, continue to 


ſee, and to Love her dear Citizen: I have good 


reaſon to believe this was all ſhe' meant by invi- 
ting me to Guienne ; and *twas very well for me, 
that my Duty calld me ſo far from ſuch an un- 
faithful Creature, Yetas I haveſaid elſewhere, 
1 was Born to be the Bubble of the Sex, to be 
mean ſpirited and blind in the buſineſs of Love. 
I cou'd not reſiſt the Letters ſhe wrote me, upon 
her being compell'd to quit her own Country. 
I did not receive them till the Campaign was 
| over, and there had an accident faln out 
in it, which ought to have open'd my Eyes, 
and made me more Cautious than I Was, to 
avoid the Rocks and Shelves that Lovers are too 
apt to run upon. 

There was never a more Glorious Campaign, 
Monſieur the Prince was forc'd in his Lines, and 
oblig'd to raiſe the Siege of Arras. Monſieur 4: 
| Tarenne, te whom the Glory of the Action was 


+ -inhd owing, laid Siege to Quiſuo. 1 oy” d 
nim 


1 


him thither, and our Army having made them- 


ſelves Maſters of the Place, I joyn'd the Mar- 
ſhal de Ja Ferte, who kept the Field till the latter 
end of Nowember, My Brother ſerv'd under 
him, and by his Orders Beſieged Clermont in Are 
gaut: And the Marthal Commande d me to ſerve 


with my Regiment in this Enterprize. Among 


my Captains, there was one who having been a 
Private Soldier a long time, by his good Services 
had got a Company : He was an excellent Of. 
ficer , and his Age and Experience deſerv'd, 
Ithought, ſome diſtinction from the reſt of his 
Fellow Officers. My Deference for him gain'd 
his good Graces. He ſeem'd to be out of Humour 
all the Campaign; and T often examin'd' him 
concerning the vecafioh on of it. After we had taken 
Clermont, the Army being about to be put into 


Winter Quarters, the Old Captain came to me 


one Morning, and beg'd me to procure him a 
Paſsport for him to go to Spain or England; ſince, 


as he told me, he cou'd not ſtay in France, with- 


out running the Risk of being Hang'd, for that 
he ſhowd be proſecuted for a Capital Crime; and 
if he was Condem'd, there was no hope of Pardon. 
Ipreſt him to tell me what it was : He excus d 
himſelf for a good while, at laſt he confeſt he 
had kill'd bis Wife, He had hopes, he ſaid, that 
the Murder wou'd not be found out ; . but a 
Friend of his had advisd him that ſearch had 
been made for him and that Monſieur the 
Marſhal wou d ſuddenly have Orders to Arreſt 


him. E BJ 


1 an- 
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T anſwer'd, * he wou'd do w to make 
his eſcape; for though the Marſhal ſhou'd not 
5 have him Arreſted , Þ wou 'd, notwithſtanding, 
oblige him to part with his Company, for] cou'd 
not ſuffer a Man in my Regiment, that had been 
Guilty ot ſo Wicked an Action. He ſepl) d, if]. 
provocation he had to kill; his Wit, 


knew wha 
I wou'd forgive him, and I thou'd Have done a5 


much had I been in his, Place. 1defir'd him to 
tell me what it was that had ſo highly provok d 
him? He related the whole mftter to me, and! 
was ſurprized to underſtand, that tlie Woman he 
had kill'd was Monſieur de Cingqmart Mitreſs, of 
whom I have ſpoken, who I'Lov'd; Fourteen or 
- Fifreen: Years,ago, and who had ſo often ſet her 
Wits. 0 Wark to pick my Pocher; though! 
pittied her Death, I in ſome meaſure excus d the 
-Cruelty of the Captain, and helpd him to get 
out of The way: He told me the Circumſtances of 
the Affair in the manner following; Which! 
found to be true, when I return d to Faris, Where 
the thing was ve 5 NN 4 
The young Ladys fell from being Monſieur 


| de Ciaqmar s Wille 195 a; to be. Madamorſell at 

L>2 Confident, Monſt teur de Cinqmars came 
acquainted with the latter, at the viſits he made 
the former; and finding her to be much hand 


ry 3 no ſcruple to addreſs himſelf to 
Rer. Y the force 


asd his firſt Miſtreſs by, 
of his 32 and Madamoiſelle de L-— being 
not ſoſelf-intereſted , as her Confident , ſhe g& 


acfoullye gave her part of her Lovers Boun:Y: 
Thus 


1 5 ) 


Thus they turn'd their Amour to her Advantage » 


and at Cinqmars Death, his old Miſtrefs was 
poſſeſt of a very great Eſtate. 

When I knew her firſt, Monſieur de Cing- 
mars had tirn'd her oft, but I wzs io young and 
unexperienced in Intrigues, that ſhe eaſily 


hid her diigrace from me, and ſhe manag'd | 


it ſo, that I never ſaw AMadamciſelr ae L at 
her Houſe. 1 did not know that Cinqmars tad 
another Miſtreſs ; which without doubt, was the 
reaſon. that 1 found ſuch eaſie acceſs to her: And 


that my Brother laught at mc as often as] talk'd 


of her to him. Intereſt wes the reigning Paſſion 
of this Lady, ſhe not only,was very well con- 
tented to be her Rivals Confident in her Amour 
with Monſieur de Cingmars, but was in hopes as 


wellas Madamoiſelte de L— that her Friend 


wou'd gain the affection of a great Miniſter, and 


Marry one of the moſt conſi derable Officers of 


the Crown. 

I ſhall ſay nothing of the firſt of her expecta- 
tions, believing all that has been ſaid un that 
ſubject was invented by Cardinal Richlex's 


Enemies. But tis certain, Madamorſelle de L— 
had Marry'd a Comtioler of the Finances. bad 
the not been betray'd by her Confident, For 


the that out of Intereſt, ſer vd her in her Amours, 


for the very ſame reaſon diferv'd her when a 
greater Temptation was preſented. The Com- 


troler General, having gain'd her by his pre- 
ſents, She intorm d him, that Madamosſelle de 


1 had an intrigue with a Councellour in 
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the Parliament of Paris; and ſhew'd him by 
Ocular Demonſtration that ſhe was unfaithful, | 
Madamoiſelle de L——underſtanding her Friend 
had prov d ſo Treacherous to her, broke off all 
manner of Correſpondence with her, and met J 
with a more Generou: Friend in Madamoiſelle V IU 
who was then, and is ſtill, the Wittieſt Girl in I 
the World, Eg = __ "= 
Madamoiſelle de L——and her Confident, fi 
being faln out, the latter had no hopes of en- I 
creaſing her Riches by another ſuch Profitable fil 
Negotiation, wherefore ſhe thought of ſettling J* 
her ſelf by an Advantageous Match. Her Re- Jt 
putation was quite Joſt, yet ſhe was for Mar- 
rying ſome Man of Note; no French Man wou'd I 
Venture upon her, ſo ſhe was forc'd to content 
her ſelf with a Foreigner, the Count D-—, a Re. 
lation of the King of Denmark, in whom ſhe had 
what ſhe deſired; Quality enough, being the 
Wife of a Prince, which gave her the Title to 
Precedence above her hopes or Ambition, The 
Count Liv'd with her a Year or two, ſpent the 
greateſt part of her Fortune, and then return'd 
to Vezmark, whither ſhe refus d to follow him. 
Her Husbands Extravagancies, had reduc'd her 
to ſuch Streights, that ina little while after ne 
left her, ſhe had much ado to ſubſiſt. She main- | 
tain'd her ſelf by her Credit; but Debts came ſo. IF 
thick upon her, that at laſt, ſhe had no way of . 
Living any longer, unleſs ſhe took upon her the 
old Trade again, and even that too turn'd very 
little to account; the cou'd find no ſuch Lovers ] 
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i lonſieur de Cinqmars, nor ſuch Confidents 


ys Madamoiſelle de ., It grew worfe and 


fire with her, yet till ſhe drag'd after her 


Ie Quality of a Daxiſh Princeis ; with which 


Ih; impos'd on the City Ladies only, who rec- 


wmd themſelves highly honour'd in the viſits of 


ſiprinceſs; and on the other hand, Madam the 


Innaceſs thought her ſelf very happy to pick up 


Meals Meat with them, Her Husband having 


Ireiy d information of the courſe of Life ſhe led 
Jfore he Marry'd her, wou'd never after hear 
r Name; and endeavoured, when he Dy'd, to 


mul the Marriage. At his Death ſhe found 
lr (elf at Liberty to Marry again, and inſtead 
vaſt Idea's of a Principality, which determin'd 


Jer to accept of her firſti Husband, She had no 


ther view in the Choice of a Second, but where 


Fight on a Man who cou'd relieve her neceſſities. 
de od Captain I have mentioned, was become 
ly much in Love with her, though He had 


u Eſtate; he was ſo good a Husband, that he 
ul ſav?d enough out of his Pay, to be able 
by and then to lend her a few Crowns; 


It by his Liberality , when he had brought 


inſelf fo low in Pocket, that the poor Man 


Ius forcd to Live on Tobacco and Brandy, or he 
Pd have nothing to ſpare the Princeſs his 
Fires. As ſoon as he had got a Company, he 


Teposd Marriage to her; ſhe conſented on 


5 dition, it might be conceal'd : He accepted 
this Condition, and by paſſing for her Gal- 


Ft, prevented the Scandal that wou'd have 
B a been 


1 
been thrown upon him, had it been known thafi 
he was her Husband, After he had Marry d her 
he perceived that ſhe was not of a Humour, to bel 
Contented with the ſupplies he furniſh'd he 
with by his frugality but to it added what 
ſhe got by her Trade, to the terrible Morrificationſ|f 
of the Old Soldier. | | 
Io de certain that ſhe was Inconſtant, he dil 
guis'd himſelf and Equipt like a Man of the firſt | 
Quallity, went to one of thoſe uſeful Women 
whoſe buſineſs it is to Leſſen the formalities df 
Love, and bring theGallant end the Lady preſently 
together. The Woman deceiv'd by his appearance 
undertook to manage his Wife, and telling het} 
that a great Lord was dying for her, perſwaded 
herto give him a Meeting : She came to the Ren- 
dezvous, and her Husband being convinc'd that 
there was nothing more neceſſary to prove het 
Infidelity, drew his Sword and Ran her througl 
the Body. 6 
Such was the Fate of this unhappy Wretc 
who, wicked as ſhe was, wanted neither Breeding 
nor Wit; and | confeſs 1 pityed her the mort, 
rememoring how heartily 1 once Lov'd her, 
blam d the Captain for his Erutality, and coul 
not forkcar laughing, to hear him urge his Stat 
ving himſelf to make her Prelents, as the Pri 
cival reaſon for Juſtifying his ſeverity in kit 
ling her. | 
At the end of the Campaign 1 receiv'd the Le- 
ter 1 mention'd, by which the Miſtreſs of mf 
art acquainted me that the was at Bruſſels, ard) 
/ pailionatelſ] 
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uſſonately deſi * to ſee me. The Letter was 
er and moving, and I was fo weak as to read 
n that lt a Hundred times over, till it enter'd into my 
d her, Head, that ſhe cou d not write ſo fondly, had 
to bel he not Lov'd me in good Earneſt. 1 had — hing 
d her to ſay againſt her, cou'd I haveconquer'd my jea- 
what] louſy ot the Citizen, about whom the Duke of 
cation] C]‘ had Quarrelld with her. At my return 
to Paris, — the fellow there, carry ing him- 
1e dil (elf as if he had no Intereſt in her, | fancy'd all 
ie ful that I had heard might perhaps be falſe. To ſatiſ- 
omen fie my ſelf on that Point, 1 made an excuſe, to 
ies off viſit the Mareſhal D ——— who waited on 
ently] her to Guienne, and diſcourſing on his Journey, 
ance the Lady and her Adventures, he aſſur'd me that 
g bel all thoſe Reports were without an Foundation,; 
aded and if the Young Lady lovd any Man, it was cer- 
Ren tainly my ſelf. No, ſays the Marſhal, embracing 
tha me,ſhe has no true Love for any one but you; and 
her to you only ſhe has Sacrific'd us all. Theſe Words 
ul} ſtruck me ſtark blind; and not miſtruſting that 
the Mareſhal talk'd ſo out of pure Malice, 
etch which however was the truth of the matter, I 
ding imagin'd that 1 was the happy favourite of this 
or} Traytoreſs: And from that Momentrefolvd to 
J follow her to Braſſels. | 
ud I cannot comprehend, my ſelf, how it was pcſſi- 
tar ble that I, whohad ſo ofen experienced the faiſhood 
1 ofthe Fair, cou d be ſuch a Fool, as to be trick: again. 
Ki And lam perſwaded that all who ſhall read theſe 
Memoirs will take me for a Blockhead, to be al- 
er ways Cully'd and Abug'd { by my Miftrelies. I with 
1 B 3 2 
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they may be Wiſer than 1 have been; And that 
their Prudence may be Uſeful o em on thoſe 
occaſions: But indeed, Prudence is of little uſe 
where we ſtupidly give our ſelves up to Vanity 
and Love. Perhaps 1 am not.the only Man that 
| has been blinded by his Paſſions, and it may be 
ſeveral others will find their own Likeneſs in th: 
Picture I have drawn of my ſelf. 
l beleiv'd, in ſhort, T ought in honour to go to 
Braſſels, and to make the ſhame and imprudence 
of the Journey ſeem leſs in my own thoughts, 
I reſolv d not tobe abſent from Paris above three 
Weeks, intending to return as ſoon as I had feer 
what my Miſtreſs was doing there. Puh, ſays] 
. to myſelf, what's a three Weeks Journey? Ne 
body ſhail know it, and I ſhall have the plex 
ſure at leaſt to ſhew a Young Lady that I Love 
her, and that I only deſerve to be belov'd by her, 
I pretended my Preſence was neceſſary at an 
Eſtate I had about 50 Leagues from Paris, where 
I had never beer in my Life, and from whence 
I had been able tc 12cover very few remittances, 
My Brother lik d very well that I was ſo careful of 
my Affairs, and Commended me highly for it; 
tho in truth, I was all the while meditating to 
run maily on an Extrevagant Adventure that 
was the only way to ruin me for ever. I parted 
from Paris, tending my Servants before to wait 
for me at my Eſtate: Taking Poſt-Horſes, I ar- 


rivd at ————in a few Hours, where, by 
means of the Governour who was my Friend, 
Ieaſily found ways to paſs on Incognito to Bruſſels, 

| 7 Having 
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Having reſolv'd not to 'D a long while 
upon . this Fourney, and there being, bef des, if 
I wou'd return to France, a Thoufind reaſons 
why I ſhou'd not ſee the Prince of Conde: the bet- 
ter to conceal my ſelf, I thought proper to make 
sif I was one ofthe Duke of Lorrains Domefticks. 
This Duke had been Areſted by the Arch-Duke, 
Governour of the Netherlands, and (ent t) the 
Cittadel of Aztwerp, where he was till a Priſcner. 
The pretence that was made uſe of to Arreſt him 
was, That he Authoriz'd his Soldiers in thoſe 
| Robbertes and Spoil which they Committed - 
Butat the Bottom,they Arrefted him only,becauſe 
they fear'd, as it has happend ſince that hewou'd 
deliver up his Eftate to the Crown of France. 
I impos'd my ſelf on a Burgher of Br«ſſe/s, in 
whoſe Houſe I Lodg'd for a Perſon that belong'd 
to the Duke of Lorrain, pretending I came to 
Bruſſels on his account, to ſee a Lady with whom 
he was in Love. The Burgher ask'd me it 't was 
Not ſhe wha came lately from France! naming 
my Miſtreſs. I anſwer'd it was that very Lady 
the Duke my Maſter had ſent me thither about. 
The honeſt Flemapd reply d, 'twas pity fo Brave a 
Man as the Duke of Lorrain ſhou'd have any 
thing to do with ſuch a She Devil, who had as 
many Lovers as ſhe cou'd ſee Men; fer ſince the 
Duke was Impriſon'd ſhe had firſt an intrigue 
with the Count de Bouteville ; afterwads with 
the Prince of Conde; and then with a Spairar d 
who was in great favour with the Arch Duke ; 
and every body belie vd, that the cheif Reaſon cf 
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the Duke of Lorrains 3-5 AOM the Spani. 
a; 4 me oulie of Him. 

let the Flemand babble thus as long as he 
. ; all that tie had laid to me had no other 
ene upen me, then lomake me more deſirous to 
ſoc my frei, Tadeed, I thought I defird to 
de her som ngthing but to Confound her; I beg'd 
25% Landlord to fad | her out, and tell her that a 
9 belonging to the Duke of Lorrain 
. was come to Hraſſels, to deliver her ſome Letters 
trom his Maſter. She aniwer'd him, that I ſhou'd 
attend her the next day about Ten a Clok in the 
Forenoon; I welced with impatience for the hour 
appointed, bat at Seven a Clock in the Morning 
I was Arreſted in the name of the Arch- Duke. 
T::ofe that Arreſted me, told me, the Arch-Duke 
Underſtanding that 1 helong'd to the Duke of 
Lurain, wou'd jend me back ro my Maſter, who 
perhaps had accation for me, and to whom [ 
ſhvi'd be ionvey'd with lafety. 
4 was going o diſcover my ſelf, and had done 
it, had I not conſider'd that it might then be 
worſe for me; ſoI continuꝰd to paſs for one of the 
Dukes Dotae icks. 1 demanded only, if I might 
be permitted to ſee a Lady, which was all the 
bulineis my Maſter ſent me thither for; that *twas 
an Affair 6i Gallantry, and] wou'd not even talk 
to her but before Witneſſe. 1 Was anſwer'd by 
the fibers, that they wou'd fee whether that 
Favour cou d be allow me; and an hour after! 
was on ucted to her 1 Lod gings. 
To clear tile Wi to the Reader, 1 muſt in 
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form him, that as ſoon as the Plemand had told 
the Perſon ] ſought after, that a Domeſtick of the 
Duke of Lorraius wanted to ice her; this Wo- 
man, who was willing to hide her engagements 
with the Count de Bouteville from her Spainard, 


reſolvd to take hold of this opportunity, to ſhew - 


that ſhe ſacrific'd the Duke to him. She acquain- 
ted him, as a mark of her particular aſfection for 
him, that one of the Duke of Lorraius Gentlemen 
was in Braſſels, The Spaniard upon this, got an 
order of the Arch-Duke, to have me Arreſted 
and ſent back to my Maſter, He was inform'd, 
that notwithſtanding I was diſcover'd, I ſtill de- 
manded to ſee the Lady, for whoſe ſake the Duke 
ſent me to Fraſſels ; and the Man being willing 
to hear what I wou'd ſay to her, and ſhe to me, 
concented to it, hoping that at our Meeting his 
Triumph over the Duke of Lorrain, wou'd be the 
more glorious and apparent. 

They accordingly carry'd me to her Houſe, 
where the Spaniard was got before me, to be a 
Witneſs of my Vitit, I found heralone with him, 
and as ſoon as I enter'd the Room, all my atten- 
_ dants withdrew, She was extreamly inrpriz'd 


to ſee me; but the Spaniard and I were both of 


us much more ſo: Twas the very ſame Spaniard 


of whom I have talk'd, under the name of Max- 


rique, who had ſworn to be the Death of me when 
I left Madrid. 


As ſoon as he ſaw me, he look'd on his Miſ- 
ſireſs and turn'd Pale; ſhe bluſhd to ſee him 
change Countenance , and cou'd not tell what 
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to think of it. As for my ſelf, I believe my 
Colour came and went ſucceſſively as well x 
theirs, *Twas a true Scene of a Comedy; and 
when I call to mind, even now, I can ſcarce 
. forbear Laughing: Though at that time, I con. 
feſs, I had no great inclination to Laughter; on 
the contrary, I began to be downright afraid, 
However, on a ſudden, Ireſolvd to make my way 
through the dangers that Threatned me, and at 
once to revenge my ſelf of the Traytoreſs, and get 
clear of the Spaniard. If I had had time to re. 
flect, I ſhou'd hardly have done what 1 did; but 
then I only thought how to deliver my {elf 
from the Peril which | was in, and which I per. 
ceive my Miſtreſs did not defire that I ſhou'd | 
expole my ſelf to for her Sake. 2d 
My Lord, ſaid I, addreſſing my ſelf to Man- 
rique, tis you your ſelf that I want, Iask'd to 
_ fee the Young Gentlewoman here, becauſe [knew 
I ſhou'd find you with her, I was willing to 
make you amends for the diſgraces 1 gave you 
at Madrid, by rendring you an eſſential piece of 
Service at Braſſels: Which is to inform you, 
that. you are deceived as well as my ſelf. The 
Perſon you ſee before you , is unworthy to be 
belov'd by ſuch Men as you andI are. At the 
ſame time, that ſhe hearkens to you, ſhe writes 
the moſt tender Letters in the World to me; ſhe 
amuſes both of us, to hide her Intrigue with 
the Count de Bouteville, and make us Cullies to 
their Amours, | 


When I had done ſpeaking, the Spaniara 
©. look d 
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| looked on his Miſtreſs, putting his Hand on his 
Sword, and though fhe might have imagin'd 
that it was only a Spaniſh Geſture,ſheCry*d out as 
if ſhe had been already fiuck, her Women hearing 
her Cries, ran in to help her; ſhe pointed to the 
Spaniard, and told em, he wou'd have 4 ſinated 
her. The Women fell upon him, Ffoyow'd 
their Examples; and while they heid him by 
the Throat, I ſeiz d his Sword, the Officers 
that Arreſted me having taken away mine. 

When my Miſtreſs ſaw I had his Sword in 
my hand, ſhe ſeem'd to take Heart, and com- 
manding her Women to Barricade the Door, 
that no body might enter upon them, ſhe took 
the Sword out of my Hand, and ga ve the Spa- 
niard a blow with it, that ſtruck him to the 
Ground half Dead. The Man was ſo roughly 
dealt with by the Lady and her Women , that 
he howPd like a Dog that is a beating, the Wo- 
men held him down, while their Miſtreſs laid 
on with the Sword. His Men hearing the Noiſe, 
endeavoured to break open the Door. Belte- 
ving I ſhou'd have the worſe on't if they enter'd,I 
ran into a Wardrobe adjoining to tie Chamber 
we were in, where there was a Stair-caſe which 
happily led me to a Trap door that open'd to 
the Top of the Houſe, and out I got upon the 
Tiles: Yetnot thinking my ſelf ſafe enough there, 
I deſcended the ſame Stairs, and met with one of 
theLady's Woman who attack d the Spani ara, and 
ſhe aſſured me the Danger was over; That the 
Man was ſurrendred to thoſe that came for wy 
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and their Miſtreſs was preparing her ſelf to go 
to make her Complaints to the Prince of Conde, 
and the Arch Duke, to whom ſhe had ſent 
word, that ſhe had like to have been Aſſaſſinated 
in her own Houſe , in the mean while, ſhe ad- 
visd me to be Cautious how I appeard abroad, 
aud offer'd to hide me in a place where twas 
impoſſible any one cou'd find me. So ſhe con- 
ducted me down to a Cellar, where 1 ſufferd 
her to Lock me in, | 

1 itay'd there all thereſt of the day,not knowing 
how this Buſineſs would end ; and never in my 
Life before had I ſpent a Day jo ſadly as that. 
Things did better than I expected , my Miſtreſs 
went to Monſieur the Prince, who carry'd her to 
the Arch Duke. She told them, that the Spaniard 
came to lier Ludgings that Morning, and offered 
Violence to her; that by the help of her Wo- 
men, ſhe took his Sword from him, he having 
drawn it upon her; with which ſhe Woundet 
him. She made no mention of me, ard the 
Spaniard in vain, Proteſted that 'twas a Dome- 
ſtick of the Duke of Lorrain, his Mortal Ene- 
my, who wou'd have Aſſaſſinated him. What 
he ſaid was taken to be the eTe& of his raving, 
occaſion'd by a violent Feaver, into which he 
fell as ſoon as he was carry*d back to his own 
Houſe. ' The Report of this Adventure preſently 
flew: all over the City: Every one Commend- 
ed the Courage of the Young Lady, who with 
the Aſſiſtance of her Women only, had ſo 


Bravely Reſiſted the Aſſault of a Raviſher. = 
"LT Lady 
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Lady was attended to her Houſe in a ſort of ja 


Triumph, and all the remaining part of the Day 


ſhe was viſited by moſt of the Perſons of Quality 
of both Sexes in BrufT:!s, — Ts CR. 
She learn'd whete 1 +235, and though ſhe 
ought to have been 0:!11giou with me, after 
what I had ſaid of her to the Spaniard, yet her 
Curioſity to know what had brought me to 
Bruſſels, got the better of her Reſentment, and 
when ſhe was alone, ſhe commanded that I ſhou'd 
be let out of my Dungeon, and brought into her 


Chamber.t told her l had nor come to Erſſeli had 


ſhe not ſent fer me; but being inform'd of her In- 
trigues, I cou'd not forbear repruacking her 


with them: Iacquainted her alſo wich part of 


my Quarrels with Manrique at Madrid. 

She wept plentifully for the i Opinion I had 
of her, Swearing that ſhe really Lov'd no body 
but me. I was foften d by her Tears, and in a 
ſhort time our Peace was made. She ſaid, that 
after this accident ſhe ſhou'd not be able to ſtay 
at Bruſſels, becauſe, whatever promiſes the 
Arch Duke had given her of his Protection, ſhe 
ſhou d ſtill diſtruſt the S2az7ard, who at one time 
or other wou'd do her a Miſchie:. n the mean 


while, ſhe advis'd me not to appear in the 


City; and if poſſible, to be gone that very 
Night, giving me her Word that the wou'd 
follow me out of hand. She had heard that 
the Duke of Gauiſe had a new Mies, though 
if that v as not true, the did nd think he cou'd 
come back from his Expedition at Sea fo ſoon ; 

or 
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or if he was, ſhe did not fear him; nor wanted 


Friends to take her part, in caſe he continued to 
perſecute her. I believ'd all that ſhe wou'd have 


me believe at leaſt, 1 made as if I did, for I had an 


extreme deſire to return to France, and heartily 
repented of my unfortunate journey. However, 


as impatient as I was to depart ,1 conſiderd that l 


ſhou'd. expoſe my (elf to new Perils, if I ventur'd 


out of Brſſe/s without a Paſs. We conſulted toge - 


ther on the way to procure one, and feſolv'd that 
Ihou'd ſtay one day more ather Houſe, whilſt 

ſheconvinc'd the Prince of Conde, that 'twas 
not convenient for her to ſtay where ſhe was, 
and pray'd him to get Paſles for her and her Ser- 


vants ; by means of which I might make my 


eſcape. | 1 

Every thing ſucceeded to our wiſh, and the 
next day we got what Paſſes we wanted. I diſ- 
guis'd my ſelf like a Mule driver, and went out of 
Braſſels leading two Mules, upon which ſhe had 


loaden part of her Baggage. In this Equipage I ar- 


riv'd at having with me the only Valet de 


Chamber, that waited on me in this Journey ; he 


led one of the Mules, and knew no better than I 
did how to manage thoſe Headſtrong Animals, 
that tir'd our Patience long before we came to 
the Inn, One of them Mir'd by the way, and 
we had much ado to pull her out, and load her 
again, part of her Burthen being flung down by 
our endeavouring to whip her out of the Slough. 
Among the things that fell, was a little Cabi- 
net which was all broken to pieces; I put it to- 

gether 


— — 


1 


— — a © = — © ©” — — — — — — fg fon wy fr an CD Da 


63090 
gether as well as I cou'd, and was forcd to 
carry it under my Arm till we came to the Inn; 
the Cabinet was full of Letters and I paſt my time 
in the Inn by Reading of them; I had orders to 
leave the Mules and the Baggage here, and being 
unwilling to make my ſelf known to the Go- 
vernour , I took Poſt at Mid- night, and went 
away carrying the Letters with me. = 

Two Days after, I arriv'd at my Eſtate, where 
had fent my Men before me. I ſtay'd there 
two Days, and then return'd to Paris juft three 
Weeks afterl left it; my Brother, nor any one 
elſe having the leaſt ſuſpition of my Journey to 
Bruſſels. I found my lelf entirely cur'd ot the 
Paſhon that was the occaſion of it, and I was 
never ſo throughly perſwaded, as now, that I 
ſhou'd never again be blinded by Love. I praisd 
Heaven a Thonſand times that 1 got out of 
Bruſſels To Luckily as I did, and that I found in 
the Letters, which fell into my Hands, new 
Arguments to avoid the ſollies that I had lately 
cauſe to reproach my ſelf with, Almoſt all theſe 
Letters were from the Citizen, for whom my 
Miſtreſs had had ſuch a Quarrel with the Duke 
of Guiſe, and the Marſhal 4*-——- this Man had 
the greateſt Share of her Heart. There was one 
of a very late Date, in which he iniorm'd her 
that he was Sick, and beg'd her to do what ſhe 
cou'd to come back to Paris. I believe 'twas 
the effect of this Letter, which made her tell me 
ſhe cou d not ſtay at Braſſels; and imagin'd that 
the Sickneſs of her Citizen, was much more 
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the cauſe ofher intended return, than her fear of 
the Spaniard. wing + 
The tnought of this fellows being prefer'd to 
her favour, quite extinguiſh*d my flame, and no- 
thing cou'd be a greater, proof of my change, 
than the indifference with which I heard what 
had happen'd to her after my departure. The 
Count de Bouteville wou'd not conſent that (he 
ſhou'd return to France. In vain ſhe ſaid her 
Baggage was gone. The Mules were ſent for back 
again, and not finding her Cabinet of Letters, 
ſhe beleiv'd I had taken it; which was one rea. Ml 
ſon of her ſtaying longer in Flanders. However, 
fearing that theSpaniardswow'd give herfoul play, ! 
in revenge of the Wounds fhe gave the Spaiſh iſ ' 
Lord, ſhe left Braſſels. Boateville for fome Ill * 
time conceaPd her at Antwerp; He afterwards IM * 
Carry d her to the Hague, where the Rhinegrave ! 
fell in Love with her. This Amour causd a if * 
Breach between Bouteville and her; and her Citi- J 
zen's ſickneſs encreaſing, ſhe return d to Paris to 1 
ſee him. I was ſo generous as to reſtore her 
Letters, and to ſpeak to her when I happen'd to 
meet her, as if I had never Lov d her, ſhe be. 
 hav'd herſelf much after the ſame manner, and 
did rhar out of ſpite, which I did our of Convi. 
&ion that | was in the Wrong; at laſt her ſpite 
ceaſt, and ſhe had as little regard for me as 1 had 
for Her: There being no Paſſion nor Sentiment 
ſo Violent, but 1 one il one might put an end 


to it. 
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Tis true, We have not the ſame ſtrength to en 


counter with a new Paſſion as to be too hard for 
an Old one; and I was no ſooner cur'd of this 
am talking of, than I once more engag d in ano- 
ther; notwithſtanding my fine reſolutions to the 
Contrary. Indeed, for a Year or Two my en- 
gagements were not ſo ſtrong as formerly, and 
were even of another Nature than thoſe I had had 


hitherto; However they ſerv'd to give me new 


Lights in the Character of Women. I was one 
day at an Aſſembly which a Lady of Quality 
held at certain Times, for the benefit of a Poor 
Scciety in the Country, which ſhe took under 
her Protection: The Lady's Cuſtome at the meet- 
ing, was to ſend one about with a Baſon for Alms, 


and ſhe generally choſe the prettieſt of her Viſi- 
ters for that Office. *Twas leſs for the take of the 


Poor, than for love of the Fair Beggar that the 
Men went to this aſſembly, but the Devout by 
Profeſſion don't care out of what motive we give 
Alms, provided they have the glory of Difſtribu- 
ting them, When I was one of the Company, 
the Lady I am talking of, choſe a Beggar whom 
I lik'd extreamly, ſhe was her Niece about Eigh- 
teen Years: of Age, and;tho* ſhe was not a perfect 
Beauty, yet ſhe wanted nothing neceſiary to 
Pleaſe and to Charm. She had a very fine Shape, 
and ſo muchLite and agreeableneſs in her Perſon 
and Carriage, that 1 was ſenſibly touch'd, and en- 
deavour'd to get an occaſion to ſpeak to her. 
'Twas not long before I had the opportunity I 
wiſh'd for; I raik'd to her, and wes leſs Charm'd 
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by her Beauty than by her Wit, which wasvery de. 
licate, and, as I thought, Solid ; for in our firſt 
Converfation he ſeem'd to be far above thoſe Tri- 
fles that moſt of her Age and Sex delight in; ! 
found her Mind was already as well Informed, 
and her Wit as well Cultivated as cou* be, and 
that her Judgment was good in all in This 
Quality weighed very much with me; for not. 
withſtanding my Folly and extravagance, Talways 
reliſh'd Police Learning; and except Love and 
Gallantry, I took pleaſure in nothing ſo much as 
in Reading and Study, The Fair one I {peak of, 
beſides all theſe rare endowments, had another 
that renderd her ſtill more amiable, which was, 
ſhe Sung perfeAly well. 

1 refolv'd for theſe reaſons to Love her g ſhe 
at that time liv'd with her Aunt, and it was not 
long before I infinuated my ſelf lo happily into her 
Friendſhip, that 1 ſaw her Niece alm5!; as oiten as 
I pleasd without giving Umbrage to her Aunt, 
The Niece receiv'd me as a Perſon that was not 
indifferent to her, and indeed, after Two or 
Three Vilits,I began to think that ſhe either Lov'd 
me, or wou'd Love me in alittle while. But my 
hopes ſoon Vaniſh d: She ſuſpected that her Aunt 
wou'd kave me for her ſeif, and She did not 
think it convenient to give her any more 
occaſion of Offence than * ſhe had al- 
ready innccently Adminiſtred. 1e Lady, who 
was naturally jealous, accusd — Husband of 
having an inclination for her Niece; and on this 
account was very unkind to her Kinlwoman. 


My 
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My Miſtreſs was ; loath to diſoblige her Aunt, 


— imagining that ſhe wou*d be her Rival it he 
| lookt Favourably on me, the Young Lady not on- 
ly retus'd to hearken to me, but was very ſhy 

when l was in her Company. I coud not ive her 

ſo Cold, without being very Uneaſie; and the 
more, becauſe I knew the cauſe of her ſhineſs was 
pure Fancy. She believed her Aunt and I un- 
der ſtood one another, and indeed the good Lady 
appear d to be very fond of me; Let all her aim 


by it was to engage me to viſit her often, and 


make one at Play; for Gaming was her predomi- 


nant Paſſion, notwithſtanding ſhe was one of the 


Godly. As for my ſelf, T had not the leaſt regard 
for her, more than for any other Woman of her 
Age and Quality; however, by her Courting me 
to come often to her Houle, by her following me 
up and down, 'twas thought we were more inti - 
ma e than either of us deſir d to be; and this I- 
magination, as Viſionary as it was, loft me a Mi- 
ftreſs whom T eſteem'd above all the Women in 
the World. I cou'd not break her of her ſhineſs by 


her Aunt, which was the worſt way I cou'd take; 
for it deprivd me of the opportunities I had by it 
to ſee her her ſelf; and I had rather let her think 
what ſhe woud of me, than loſe the Pleaſure of 


leeing her: Beſides, L did not believe ſhe Lovd 


me enough to think of me when [ was out of her 
fight. 
I therefore continu'd to viſit her Aunt; and 
ſeeing her Niece every day v. ithout receiv; 
C 2 ng 
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any other means than by forbearing my Viſits to 
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any thing from her but Compliments in general, 
it vext me tothe Heart · Iwas ſometimes ſo ang 
with her for it, that I reſolv'd to Hate her. How 
weak alas were all thoſe reſolutions, I Loy'd her 
the next minute more than ever, tho" ſhe was ſo 
unjuſt as te make me no returns, and toimagine 
that I wou'd do her diſſervices with her Aunt, 
which ſhe ought not to have ſuſpected, had it 
been true, that we were ſo great as ſhe fancy dzl 
can't tell whether ſhe was not more Juſt to me 
afterwards ; ſhe ſeem'd at leaſt to take notice 
that I never miſt any occaſion to Pleaſe her, 
*T'was partly for this reaſon that I kept up my 
Correſpondence with her Aunt : But the Niece 
and I underſtood one another fo little, that all 
my Counſels and Cares were loſt upon her; and 
I hadt he Misfortune to fee, that out of diſtruſt of 
my Friendſhip for her Aunt, ſhe became the vi. 
cim of the old Lady's Jealouſy, and the Cully of 
her Husband's Paſſion. Her Unkle, on whoſe 
Protection ſhe depended, had not the Courage 
to Protect her, as he ought to have done, againſt 
his Wifes, ill treatment,nor I torender her thoſe 
ſervices which ſhe might have expected from me. 
Thus by an unhappy Miſtake, by refuſing to 
Love me, ſhe fell into worſe 1nconveniences 
than thoſe ſhe won'd haveavoided. 
While I was in Love with this Young Lady, 
and viſted her Aunt with whom ſhe dwelt, | 
grew acquainted with ſeveral Ladies of Quality 
at Paris, who meddled much with Acts of Ciarity 
and Devotion, and made a particular Proleſſion of 

being 
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being Devour. Having acquir'd a Talent of hu- 
mouring Perſons of all ſorts of Opinions and 
Tempers, and not quite forgot what I had learnt 
at the Sorbonne while I was an Abbot, I talk'd of 
Religion With theſe Godly Women, as much as 
they wou'd have me, and by my Maxims of Mo- 
rality,I made 'em believe I was a very fober Man, 
and well verſt in Theology. One of theſe devout 


Perſons, a very Rich Lady of the firſt Rank, 


ſeemd to be mightily pleasd with my Science in 
Ethicks, and beg'd me to come and ſee her, that 
[might reſolve her in a caſe of Conſcience , which 
was ſo difficult, that hitherto ſhe had not been 
able to ſatisſie her ſelf about it. I cou'd ſcarce 
forbear Laughing, to hear a Lady of her Quality 
deſire a Gentleman to ſettle the peace of her 
Conſcience — I was wonderfully pleagd with the 
employment, and immediately gueſt what wou'd 
be the iſſue of the matter; nor was I deceiv'd in 
my Judgment. 1 — SO 


The Lady was one of the fineſt Women in the 


World : She had the Air and Port of a Queen; 
and in her Youth was famous for her Beauty and 
Gallantry. She was ne-r Fourty when I came 
acquainted with her, yet ſhe was handſome e- 
nough to kindle a Flame in the moſt Frozen 
Breaſt, and I confeſs, 1 began to take Fire when 
ſhe told me ſhe wanted to Couſult me at home. 
did not prepare my ſelf by ſtudying 
the Caſuiſts for the Viſits 1 was to make, 
| was more ſollicitous about Dreſſing to 
the beſt Advantage, than furniſhing my ſelf with 
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Arguments to ſolve the doubts of her Mind. 
waited upon her in a very Rich Suit, and ſhe 
was not wanting in her Part to make the beſt 
appearance ſhe cou d; Her dreſs was.asfine and as 


rich as my own; and never was ſpiritual Confe- 


rence better ſet off than ours. I had good ground 
to believe, when 1 ſawjher ſo gloriouſly Equipt, 
that ſhe had forgot the buſineſs I came about; 


but I was extreamly ſurpriz d to hear her begin 
to inform me how much ſhe; was diſturb'd by a 


certain Director or Ghoſtly Father, who ſhe ſu- 

ſpected had a Paſſion for her; and my ſurprize en- 

0 range ſhe told me this Director was Curate 
of the Pariſh, which was her Eſtate, and where ſhe 


us'd to ſpend a good part of the Year. In ſſiort, the 


Curate was a Peaſants Son, and one of the mot 
frightful Figures that was everſeen.-- 

+} ask*d.her what Proofs ſhe had of hs Paſſion 
which gave her ſuch diſturbance ? and in anſwer, 
ſhe ſhew'd me three or tour of the Curates Let. 
ters. By the manner in which theſe Letters were 
written, I ſaw preſently, that a Gentleman was 
fitter to decide this caſe of Conſcience than a 
Parſon': For never Man expreſt his Love ſo frank- 
ly as the Curate had gone. When Lhad read the 


5 Letters, I told her that - had Lęarning enough to 


declare, that the Man who wrote them was cer - 
tainly in Love with her. Ah! . Six} ſaid ſhe, I 
always was doubtful of it, and now.heartily 
glad that I have the Judgment wn Able 


Man as you are. Indeed, Madam, I reply'd, I 


have ſome knowl: odge in theſe mattem and by 
T my 
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my Science, I know that this Man not only i is in 
Love with you, but alſo that you Love him or he 
durſt not have written to you as he has done in 
theſe Letters, unleſs you had given him encou- 
ragement, At theſe Words ſhe bluſh'd, and 
cry'd out, Oh! how I am Charm'd by your pe- 
netration, and how I rejoyce that I have met 
with a Peſion, the moſt able to give Light in 
ſuch a dark Affair of any Man living , I perceive 
nothing is hid from you, you have diſcover'd by 
your inſight into the receſſes of the Soul, what 1 
coud never have confeſt, How ! Madam, faid 
Ils it poſſible that you can be guilty of to unwor- 
thy an Inclination, and ſo blind as not to make a 


ſcruple of it ? She Antwerd, if had not made 


a Scruple of it, I had not conſulted you about it. 
is a long time ſince that I have been diſſatisſied 
in my ſelf, and that! perceived my corre{ron- 
dence. with this Man had the reſemblance of a 
- Paſſion; Yet the Man being Honeſt, and meaning 
no harm, ] have hitherto permitted it. a 
This diſcourſe flartled me beyond expreſſion; : 
for the Lady who ſaid it, was neither Fooliſh nor 
Mad, and I cou'd ſcarce believe, after what I 
heard, that ſhe was not either one or t'other. I had 
not till then known how far 'twas poſſible for a 
deceivy'd Conſcience to be abus d, if it entirely 
conſides in a Raſcal cover'd with a Black Cloak. I 
pitty*d her inſatuation, aſſuming a tone forwl;ichT 
was not prepar d, inform d herthat ſhe was oblig'd 
in Conſience never to ha ve any further commerce 


with the Curate, whom ſhe ought immed:ate- 
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Iy to expel the Pariſh. Why ſo? ſays the Lady 
No.hing criminal has paſt between him and 
me: Theſe Letters and ſome other little aſſidui. 
ties are all that we can charge our telves with. 


At this, I took upon me the Character of a 


true Director, and x emonſtrated to her, that ſhe 
ought not to think her correſpondence with the 
Curate innocent, becauſe ſhe had not granted him 
the laſt favour. In a word, as profane as I am, I 
told her what a great many Directors would 
fain hide from their Penitents, 1 endeavour'd 
to convince ker that all engagements were Cri- 
minal, as ſoon as the Heart was concer'd in em; 
and that that Devotion which ſerves for an occa- 
ſion, or a Colour to them, is downright Hy pocriſie, 


I own, had l not lov'd the Lady my ſelf, I ſhouw'd 


not hayetalk'd to her as Idid ; but I was Jealous 
of the Parſon. and with indignation reflected 
upon her familiarity with him. So true tis, that 


let a Man be never ſo much in love with Juſtice 


and Truth, when he has a Paſſion for a Fair one, 
hel find it neceſſary to be animated by ſome ſe- 
cret Intereſt to ſpeak ſome certain Truths. 


I can't tell whether or no ſhe perceived my 


Jealouſſe, or whether her Profeſſion of Devotion 
diſpos'd her to have a good Opinion of one 
whoſe ſentiments were ſo Pious: Sure I am, 
that from this time ſhe did what ſhe cou'd to 
perſwade me that ſhe Lov'd me. 

She began, contriving a Hundred pretty ways 
to make me preſents: She did not leta day go 
over her head without ſending to ask how I did, 
Oe" ; — s 
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or to deſire my company; z and [ believe I ſhou'd 
have prefer'd the part ſhe gave me of being her 
Director to any other, if it had been the faſhion in 
thoſe Days, for Ladies to have Men of my Pro- 
feſſion for their Directors. I was ſo fincere, I 
cou'd not away with ſo much Hypocriſy, nor 
belie the Morals I Preach'd to her. I induſtri- 
ouſly avoided meeting her, and ſaught out for 
Miſtreſſes who wou'd not put me on the n 
of deceiving them. 

The World will wonder at my Honeſty, at a 

time when there are ſo many Hiſtories extant 
which informs them, That Devotion might 
be made ſubſervient to Gallantry. However, 
*twasnot ſo much in uſe in the Days l am talking 
of; neither do l think it Lawful for a Man of 
Honour to profane all that is Holy 1 in Religion, 
by Amorous [atrigues. 

I had therefore the Courage to write to tell 
the Lady, that the ſame reaſons which oblig'd 
me to make a ſcruple of her Correſpondence 
with the Curate, convinc'd me that I ought to 
have no ſuch Commerce with her my ſelf; and 
fiace ſhe was in the right way, in profeſſing her 
ſelf to be one of the Devout, I thought it my 
duty to forbear viſiting her, that I might not 
miſlead her. I advis'd her in the ſame Letter 
to ſhun me on the other ſide, that ſhe might 
maintain the Character ſhe profeſt; which atter 
all, was the beſt in the World, 

As ſoon as the receiv'd my Letter, ſhe return'd 
me an Anſwer full of Rage and Diſpair ; there 

Was 


(42 D 
was not the leaſt ſhadow of her Seaton”? or 
Scruples in it: Twas all furious and vehement, 
the leaſt evil that ſhe threatned to do her ſelf 
was to Hang or Drown, I was not proof again 
this vehemence; I can to her, and found that 
ſhe was remov'd in ſuch a manner from one ex. 
tremity to the other, that every thing which 
put her in mind of her Devotion, ſtruck her 
with Horror, She told me ſhe cou'd not Live 


without me; and ſince her Character of De. 


vout diſpleas d me, ſhe wou'd be any thing that 


I wou'd have her. 
T had even now the reſolution to repreſer; to 


her the Injury ſhe wou'd do her ſelf , if the 
change of her Life was taken notice of : I told 
her, that ſuch an alteration wou'd put the 
World on Examining into her Conduct, and 
ſpeaking of her the more freely, for that ever y 
body is diſpos'd to rally Perfons of her Profeſſion, 
Theſe reaſons did not weigh with her, and ſhe 


compelld me to promiſe her, before I left her, 
that I wou'd Marry her. The Marriage was 


for my Ad vantage; bur I foreſaw the obſtacles 
that her Family wou'd throw inthe way, which 
made me npt depend upon it, whatever I had 
ſaid to her or ſhe to me. | 1 only flatter'd her to 


amuſe her, till ſhe recover d the uſe of her Un- 


derftanding : In the mean while, ſhe thought 


ſhe cou'd not pleaſe me better, than, by. laying 
aſide all the appearances of her Devotion. She 


came to all the publick Aſſemblies, never miſt 


the iid 1 ſome other Publick Spectacle . 


which 


" 
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which preſently occafion'd a diſcourſe that ſhe 
intended to Marry again. What Texpected hap: 
pen'd; the Town did not ſpare her, 'a Hundred 
Stories were told of her; fome Men leſs ſcrupu- 
lous than my ſelf, made their advantage of the 
opportunities he gave them , and in a little 
while I had a Croud of Rivals, which accuſtom*d 
me to think of her leſs and leſs, till at laſt I forgot 

her. The more regularly ſhe Livd before her 
Change, the more irregular her courſe ” Life 
em d to the Publick : From all which, I con- 
cluded that nothing is more likely to diſpoſe Per- 
ſons to Licentiouſneſs, than Devotion ill undere 
ſtood. After ſhe had led this ſort of Life for ſome ' 
time, {he hearken'd to propoſals made by the D. 
of — whom ſhe Married. This Match kept 
up her Rank , and *twas for this reaſon that 

ſhe prefer'd him to others who were Richer, 
_ preſented themſelves | to her 4n great Num- 
ers, 

When the Propoſitions of Marriage were 
made her, I had almoſt given over viſiting her, 
and I at/ firſt heard the news with a great 
deal of ſatisfaction. The wrong ſteps ſhe had 
ately taken, and the Itttle care ſhe had of her 
Reputation, had wean'd my affection from her 
ſo far, that I concern d my ſelflvery little about 
her. Notwithſtanding „When I ſaw ſhe was 
actually going to be Marry'd, and did not conde- 
ſcend to communicate her deligt to me, though 
was contrary to all the promiſes ſhe had given, 
a a ſecret * againſt the negligence ſhe 

 ſhew'd 
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ſhew'd, and was willing to ſee her, to reproach 
her for her Infidelity. LEG, 

1 wrote her a long Letter, and affected to ſeem 
more troubled at her Marriage than I really was; 
thought toſhew nothing but ſpite in what I wrote 
her, yet my Paſſion being not quite extinguiſh'd, 
there mingled as much Love in the compoſition 
as Spite or Reſentment. The Letter was not de. 
liver'd to her till two or three Days after her Mar. 
riage; and having heard nothing from her, 
I ſupposd ſhe hid either not read it, or ſcorn'd 
to anſwer it. I was making theſe concluſions 
upon her Carriage one Morning at Day break, 
when word was brought me, that a Woman 
demanded to ſpeak with me from her. Twas 
ſhe her ſelf, and I was extreamly ſurpriz'd to 
ſee her enter my Chamber, diſguis'd like one of 
the Siſters with the Grey Hoods, 
She told me, ſhe cou'd not overcome the 
trouble my Letter gave her , and the better to 
_ demonſtrate the diſpair ſhe was in, for having 
given me cauſe to complain of her, ſhe was 
come in Perſon to aſſure me, ſhe never had 

Marry'd if ſhe had thought I had really Lov'd 
Her: However, fince what was done cou'd not 
| be undone, ſhe weu'd ſhew how dear ] was to 
her, by the contempt ſhe-had for her Husband. 
IT admird at the fatality of my Converſation 
with her, which always ran on Religious Mat- 
ters, and oblig'd me to a& the part of a Father 
Confeſſor. I have already mention'd the occa- 
ſions ſhe had given me to Preach to her, _ 

| Wl. cou 
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cou'd not in this caſe do otherwiſe than to ex- 
hort her to Live Lovingly with her Husband,and 
reſume her former profeſſion of being Devout. 
She did not expect any ſuch ſerious Council 


from me, and anſwer'd me at fuft in a great 


fury. I inſiſted ftill on the propoſition with 
which I began, and repreſented to her, that 
the beſt thing ſhe cou'd do, was to make a vertue 
of neceſſity, and improve the affliction of an 
unhappy Marriage for the good of her Soul, 


Twas not, that 1 concern'd my ſelf much about 


her Reputation, or her Salvation, which promp- 


ted me to talk in this manner to her; I had only 


a mind to punith her for her Inconſtancy, in 
putting her on leading a Life which I behev'd fhe 
was very averſe to, or ſhe wou'd not have thrown 
off the Mask of Religion, and given her ſelf to 
Liberty or Pleaſure. My advice had the 


effect | pretended to deſire, ſhe took up again the 


veil of Devotion: But what I did not mean or 
expect by it, She was Devout and Religious to 
none but her Husband , ſhe was not a whit the 
better for her profeſſion , and ſhe grew rather 
worfe and worſe, as if ſhe believ'd that all 
things were juſtified by the Holineſs of her pre- 
tences, 

The Lady I am talking of, was not the only De. 
vout Perſon I knew at that time; my Converſa- 
tion for ſeveral Months with Women of that Cha- 
racter, brought me acquainted with ſeveral, 


whoſe Conduct, though more regular to appear- 


ance , at the bottom was as unjuſtifiable as 
| PE hers 
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hers ; and 1 ſhall relate ſome Adventures, which 
though I had no part, or a very little one in my 
ſeif, yet the Reader will perceive they are not 
foreign to my deſign in Writing my Memoir, 
To give him a ſhort leſſon on the Character of 
the Sex: „ | 
The Lady I ſhall firft ſpeak of, was recom. 
mended to me as a perfect Model of Vertue, her 
Husband was a Courtier, from whom lhe wig 


ſeparated two or three years after her Marriage, 


under pretence that her Husband was Debauchd. 


1 don't know whether he was ſo wicked as tis 


ſaid he was, but the truth is, her Husband had 


been oblig d to ſettle ſuch a large Penſion upon 
her, that ſhe was very Rich, and the Poor Man 


almoſt ſtarv'd. He complain'd every where, 


that his Wife was the cauſe of his Ruin; that 


her ill Humour and Extravagance, were the 


\ . occaſion of all the Follies he committed. He 
- ſaid that the Directors who Govern'd her, put 
her upon profuſe Expences, and were the only 


gainers by his Wife's ill Conduct. The Wile de. 


ing one of the Devout, and the Husband one of 


the licked, no body hearken'd to his Com- 


plaints; they were condemn'd as the diſcourſes 


of one of the World, who endeavour'd to Ca- 
lumniate the Godly. The Lady, without having 
the leaſt regard for his Wants and Miſery, was 


prais d by the whole Town for her Vertue and 
Piety, and quietly enjoy'd all the Advantages 


which by her Intereſt ſhe had procur'd at her Se. 
paration from him. All that ſhe wou'd do for 
| him 
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him, after ſhe had got his Eſtate, and pretended to 
have the ſole right to it, was to allow the Miſe- 
fable Wretch n —__ Peniion. He was reducd 


8 wy. —_ 


to get Sub!; Kate While his U. 'Ite, Good Wo- 
man, Liv'd at the Fountain Head; and by im- 
menſe Sums, which ſhe prodigally {quanderd 
on Foundations, was become famous among the 
Devout, for her ſi inglar proteſſion in Alms-gi- 
ving. 

it did not belong to me to decide whether 
or no the Lady was in the right in doing ſo, 
[ ſhall only. tell how I was ſcandalizd by her 
Charitable Extravagance, and relate her deli- 
cacy, which | experiencd in a Journey I made 


tectors. She had a Manncr about Ten or 
Twelve Leagues from Paris, where ſhe ipent 
half the Year; »Iwas ſaid ſhe retir'd to be out of 
che World, and to have the more leiſure for 


excellent Director went thither to pay her his 
Spiritual Devoirs. 
can hardly forbear Laughing TOW think on 


taken, that this Holy Man ſhou'd not be incom- 
moded cn the Road. The Coach he Rode in was 
as eaſic as any coud be ot its ſelf; but to make 
it more Commodious, a ſort of Bed was laid in 
it, on Which he lay extended on ſoft Cuſhions 
plac'd at proper diſtances, to the end this Rigtteous 

e 1 one 


to her Houſe, in Company of one of her Di- 


Meditation: She engag'd me to viſit her, at 
the ſame time a certain Frieſt who paſt tor an 


the ridiculous care and precaution that was 
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one might lie at his Eaſe. His Companion 

and I cou'd fcarce find room , though the 
Coach wou'd hold Eight Perſons very well 
| His Companion was plac'd in one Boot, and i in 
another; I obtain'd leave, for the benefit of the 
Air, to put my Head behind the Curtains, which 
were drawn all the way, for fear his Reverence 
ſhould catch Cold. 

Thus we jog'd on, ftopping every two 
Leagues, to leſſen the fatigue of the journey, 
and to give the Director opportunity to refreſh 
himſelf. The Seat of the Coach was full of Com. 
fits and Cordials, and the Pious Perſonage Was 
ſo temporate as to bait but three times of the ſix 
that we ſtopt: I had very little Converſation 


with him : For he ſeem'd wholly taken up, as he 


lay at length on his Cuſhions,in giving thanks to 
Bounteous Heaven for his Mercies to his un- 


worthy Servant, and the Bleſſings pour'd down 
upon him, till at laſt ſleep closd his Eyes, and 


put an end to his deyout Ejaculations. As foon 
as we arriv'd near the Lady's Caſtle, whether 


we were going, her People ran to give her no- 


tice of it, and ſhe came forth to meet us, accom- 
pany'd by two Devout Ladies, who, when the 
Director was got out of the Coach, took him un- 
der the Arms to help him to mount ſome ſteps 
which led to the Hall, where they ſeated him 
in an Elbow Chair to reſt himſelf, till he had re- 
cover'd ſtrength to get up to his Apartment. 


When he was ſat, a Chamber-Mard with low 


Courtefies prelented him with a Soup, which he 
ſw allow d 


1 
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(wallow'd down at a gulp. When he return 
the Poringer , he hinted that the Soup was 4 
little too high ſeaſon d. Preſently the Lady of 
the Hole flew into ſuch a Paſſion, as it ſhe 
wou'd have Kill d the Cook tor his error; ſo 
angry was ſhe, that the Fellow ſhou'd have no 
more care how he ſeaſon'd the Prieſts 50up. 
{he Cook promis'd ro mend his hand the next 
time; andby the Directors mediation who ſaid, 
Oe ſhou'd return Good for Evil, le was Pardon'd. 

By the diſcription of his eatertainment hi- 
therto, the Reader may Judge how he was 
Treated all the reſt of the time that he ſtay'd_ 
there, which was about eight Days: I never 
ſaw more Plenty, nor more Delicacy I odmird 
the Doctors good Stomach, that con'd diſpenſe 
with four Meals a Day, one ef which wou'd 
have been ſufficient for me. I cou'd not forbear 
Rallying the Lady on her Exiravagance, who 
to: furniſh out the Treats for the Director, had 
always Night and Day ſeveral Men on Heorie- 
back Riding Poit to and from Paris, to fetch 
Creen Peaſe which were then a Rarity, and coſt 
Ten Crowns a Peck. The jeſts that I was 
ſo free to make on this Expence, - made the 
Ladies look on me as one of the Profane; and 
from that time, the Lady, my Friend, wou'd 
never admit me to partake of the good Cheer 
which ſhe provided for her Director. 

The other Devout Perſons of the Fair Sex, 
whom! becameacquainted with, differ d very little 
lrom this; and I can't imagine ho, with all their 
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Senſuality and Intemperance, they cou'd be ſo 
Blind as to think themſelves Religious as to 
other things, I muſt confefs, I did not believe 


that they were ſo ſtupid as to ſuffer themſelves 


to be betray'd into any Criminal Pleaſures, and 
I am perſwaded, that all the reſpect which they 
paid their Directors was meerly out of the opinion 
they had of their Sanctity. The Good Fathers 
ought to have corrected them, and Reprov'd them 
for what was amiſs in their Expence, and their 
Cares about *em, But *tis rare for Perſons to be 
ſo ſcrupulous, not to forgive themſelves a little 
Senſuality and Self Love, eſpecially if they have 

no greater Crimes ly ing on their Conſciences. 
The Lady I laſt mention'd, was the Friend of 
another Lady altogether as Devout, who be- 
hav'd her ſelf, with reſpe& to her Children, as 
the did with Relation to her Husband ; ſhe tock 
no manner of care of their Education , and 
whileſhe kept a great Houſe and a Plentiful Ta. 
ble at Paris, ſhe put her Children out to Board 
in the Country at a very mean Price , and that 
ill pay'd, ina place where her Sons were Bred 
up by ordinary Maſters , little able to inſtruct 
them in what they ought to Learn, This Woe 
man did the very ſame thing, as ſhe pretended,out 
of Love to another World, that my Mother 
had done out of affection to this; and was mere 
Wicked in her pretence to Godlineſs, than my 
Motber in the purſuit of her Pleaſures. She 
oblig' d her Children tö ſhut themſelves up in 
Religicus Houſes; and that fort of Life being 
1 | againff 
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zzainſt their Humours, brought them almoſt 
all to miſerable Ends; ſome of 'em dy'd of grief, 
others, after, having Jumpt over the Walls, led 
: Wandring Vagabond life, Travell'd into 
ſtrange Countries and were never heard of. 
However no Body durft make mention of em to 


their Mother who liv'd without icruple, buſying 


her ſelf wholly about the good Works which ſhe 
reckon'd neceſſary for Salvation, while ſhe Was 
deficient in the moſt ſſential Duties. Sometimes 


Iwou'd fain have repreſented tq her how much 


ſhewas to blame to neglect her own Off-fpring 2 
But I conſider'd it did not belong to me to re- 
prove thole who were noted fer their Devotion, 
and I knew very well that to acquire the repu- 
tation of an able Man with theſe Devouts, one 
muſt never adviſe them to any thing that does not 
flatter their Aflectation of Godlineſs. 


I confeſs this did not very much increaſe my 


good Opinion of the Devout; and ſo many good 
Works to fo little purpoſe put all thoughts of 
Devotion out of my Head. 'Twas my misfortune 
to light upon the worſt of the Projeflion ; for if 
there are ſome who are a ſcandal to it, there are 
others who are an Honour, and if | had known 
theſe Latter ſooner, perhaps I had not defer'd my 
retirement to the laſt of my days. 1 
All my views now tended towards making my 
Fortune, T apply'd my ſelf earneſtly to the buſi- 
neſs I had undertaken, and for a whole Year I had 
not one Intrigue, | minded only my Arms, and 
ludy'd the Art ot War, reſolving no more to trou- 
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ble my ſelf about the Sex;and 1 believ'd once that 

I ſhoud keep my reſolutions; ſo litt e did I know 
my own ſtrength in the matter of Love. I ſervd 
in Catalonia under the Prince of Conti, and 
aſſiſted the Count de Merizville in driving the 
Enemy from before Solſone. I was commanded 
from thence to Joyn the Duke of Vendome“s Ar. 
my, who being put on Shipboard, attact, and 
defeated the Spaniſh Fleet near Barcelona. My 
= Brother made his Campaign in Flanders, and 
was at the taking of Conde, and St. Gaillain, The 
King gave him a Penſion of 12000 Franks, half 
of which he was fo generous as to give me; by 
this means I got a Warrant for a Penſion of 
2000 Crows, the only gratuity 1 ever receiv'd 
from the Court, and for that I was indebted to 
none but my Brother. 'Twas not my Fortune to 
be a Favourite, and beſides, I found that however 
the Miniſters might carry it civily towards me, 
they had nor forgot 1 was once on the Princes ſide. 
My Brother, who wou'd fain have made me Ne. 
Rich, thought 'twas my intereſt to Marry again, Ml 
and knowing that he had never been ſo eaſie in 4 
his Circumſtances had it not been for the For. 
tune his Wife brought him, he imagin'd that n 
I ſtood in need of the ſame aſſiſtance, he propos d Wt) 
tome a Young Woman who was of no great Ib. 
Quality, but ſhe wanted not for Wealth, which n 
was what he aim'd at, by putting me on a ſecond MW! 
Marriage. He believ'd 1 ſhou'd find it no hard Ih 
matrer to gain the good will of the Damſel, ſhe IM" 
having reſusd ſeveral Gentlemen of the long e 
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nobe, and declaring ſhe wou'd have none but a 
Soldier. | | a 
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y 
d Thad not naturally very much inclination to 
4 Marriage; and I did not think it ſo neceſſary to be 
e Rich as my Brother did: However, being free 
d from my Intrigue, and reſolving never to engage 
r. Iny ſelf in one any more, I hearkend to the 
d Propoſals he made me, I try'd my endeavours to 
y eet the Love of the Lady, and the good will of 
d her Relations; ſhe was neither fair, nor well- 
e ſhzpd, yet (he had been flatter d ſo much by 
H thoſe that had Courted her for her Eſtate, that 
y WW the fancy'd her felf as handſome as the Faireſt. 
f {MW 1 cou'd not imagine that a Woman, who, as often 
d Das ſhe lookt in her Glaſs, muſt be convinc'd of 
o MW ber Uglineſs, cou'd expect to be Complimented 
oon her Beauty, wherefore I ſaid little to her on 
r MW that ſubject. I contented my ſelf with calling 
„her Amiable, and toſwear ſhe was the only Per- 
„ ſon who was lovely in my Eyes. This was not 


enough, ſhe had Vow'd not to Marry any Man 
who did not think her a Charming Creature; 
and my Compliments were all ineffectual, they 
were too Modeſt, and ſhe wou'd be fatisfy'd with 
nothing lefs than the praiſes of an abſolute Beau- 
ty. Who wou'd Imagine that ſuch a trifle ſhou'd 
be the occaſion of breaking off a Match that 
might have been ſo Advantageous to me! Had 
I been taught my leſſon, I wou'd have compard 
her to Hellen the Fair, which wou'd have coſt 
me little to have done, had I known 'twas 
expected from me, and that a civil Lye or two 
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was neceſſary to procure her Conſent, but hon 
cou'd I devine? 1 ſhou'd have rhought ths 
wou'd have taken it for Banter, and that ever) 
word I had ſaid in Commendation of her 
Charms, wou'd have been receiv'd as ſo many 
Paradoxes , yet this ſhe had the Vanity to expet; 
and percieving that Ineither prais'd her Eyes, her 
Shapes, nor her Complexion, She went to he 
Parents, and told them | was a Brute, without 
Manners or Civility, and that ſhe wou'd never 
Marry me. She puſh'd the matter even farther, 
and to puniſh me for not calling her handſome 
| ſhe drew my Picture to ſeem as ridiculous as he 
own: ſhe ſaid | was proud of my fine Airs, and 
believ'd there was no ſuch thing as a handiom: 
Woman in the World; all the Town cou'd hare 
Contradicted her, there were but too man 
Proofs that ſhe was out in my Character. and thi 
I did not deſerve ſuch reproaches from tt: 
Sex. 
My Brother hearing the Girl was Jiffatisfi 
with me, askt me what J had ſaid to her, and! 
told him. He cou d ſcarce, believe it, yet to te. 
concile us, he advisd me to make no ſcruple di 
Swearing her Eyes were like the Stars, and tit 
Luſtre of her Beauty as Bright and as Piercing 
as the Sun in his Meridean Glories: He aid 
'cwas an eaſie way to get a Rich Wile, and! 
ought to be glad that I had nothing more toda 
As "much as the Reader may be ſurpriz'd at tis 
whimſicalneſs of chis Girl, he will wonder mort 


at my own, in refuſi ing to do what my * 
wou 
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wou'd have me. I proteſted Icoudnever be ſo 
Complaithat, acknowledging, if 1 had known as 
much at firſt, perhaps I might have done it; but 
it 't was too late, and beſides, as Rich as ſhe Was, 
| cou'd not perlwade my ſelf to Marry a Young 
Woman, ſo Blind to her own Imperſections, and 
ſo unreaſonably conceited of her Charms. 

My Brother ſaid I was more a Fool than ſhe, 
and it may be he was in the right in ſay ing 10. 
Tis true, I did not care to Marry, and Was 
afraid that a Wife ſo obtinate in tie Article of 
her Beauty, might be the ſame in other matters 
of more importance - The Buſineſs broke off, 
and every body know ing the reaſon of it, the 
poor Girl became the Jeſt of the publick; as for 
my ſelf, there were fome that Commended 
my Reſolution, and others that were of my Bro- 
ther's Sentiments,and reckon'd me a Block head, 
My Miſtreſs was the ſubject of the raillery in all 
Converſations; and ſhe not only declard her ſelf 
my Enemy, but engag d all the ugly Women on 
her ſide, which every body knows, is no Con- 4 
temptible Party. = | 
This accident did me a diſſervice with the 
Ladies; for ſome time they look'd upon me as 
a Philoſopher, who cou'd not diilemble his Sen- 
1g fiments The Faireſt of 'em were afraid of me, 
10 believing they had not Beauty enough to appear 
before my Eyes. Happy for me, had their fear 
and diſtruſt laſted ſo long that they had al ways, 
MM Hated me: But to my Misfortune, I met Win 


Women who pardon d my Freedom; and who 
D 4 appear d 


r 


appear'd to me ſo lovely, chat I might juſtly | 
call them Fair, and ſo Fair, that I cou'd not help 

thinking them Lovely. a 
One ot theſe was a Princeſs : Her Rank was ſo 
exalted, that I never durſt to have Lov'd her, if 
ſhe had not given me reaſon to believe that ſhe 
Mas very willing that! ſhou'd Love her. She 
ſcuaht to have ſome diſcourſe with me, on the 
ſubjeck of my Quarrel with the Damſel I have 
mention'd, an? having confeſt to her, that ! 
had no other reaſon for it, than what the whole 
Town knew; I mean, that I cou'd not bring my 
ſelf ro call her Fair, the. Princeſs laught out a- 
Loud. and then recolled ing her ſelf,ſhe look't ſe- 
rivuſly cn me, faying, a Woman might be 
Proud of being telov'd by ſuch a Man as I wes, 
V ho cou'd not deſcend to diſſimulation, for fhe 
may very well believe he Lov'd her, if he daignd 
to tell her ſo; and ſhe added, I confeſs, that in 
an Age, when Men make ſo little of betraying 
weak Women, | ſhou'd be well enough pleas'd 
with ſo ſinguler a Character as yours is; and 
ſyou'd Envy the Fortune of the Woman, to 
whom you ccu'd ſay, I Love. x 
I fancy'd ſhe ſeem'd- a little diforder'd in ſay: 
ing the lait word, and flirter'd my ſelf, that ſhe 
did it roencourage me to ſpeak freely to her. how- 
ever, | kept my thoughts to my ſelf, and was 
unwilling to give way to the Paſſion which I felt 
within me for her, till I was better acquainted 
witz her. [reply*d, what Madam, willa Man get 
by being Siacere wih the Fair Sex, wo are gene- 
rally ſpeaking, mr e Faithleſs than Men ; my ſince- 
| ruy 
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rity will only help me to be the more eaſily 
bubbled by them; and I own, I have been ſo 
often deceived , that before I can reſolve to 


be in Love again, I muſt be atlurd , that 


the perſon whum 1 wou'd Love, is as Juſt and 
Honeſt as my ſelf. Do you believe, Madam, there 


are any Ladies of the Character, which the World 


has given me. The Princeis anſwer'd, I know 
not what to ſay as to ather Women, bur as to 


my ſelf, Iam perfectly of the ſame opinion as 


ou are; and it I once ſuffer a Man to believe 
that I Love him, he may depend upon my af. 
fections as that in which he can never be de- 
ceived. Ah! Madam, how unhappy, ſaid I, are 
you, if you are of this Humour; You muſt 
either never Love, or you muſt be betray'd by 


your Lovers: And either of 'em, is a fad Mis- 


fortune to ſo Fair and ſo Lovely a Princeſs as 
you are, How Sir, thg interrupted me, dare you 


venture to cal! me Fair? ls it thus as you ſhew 


your plain dealing? No, Madam, I reply'd, 1 
cannot dulemble my Sentiments, I have cal!'d 


you Fair, and 1 cannot ſuppoſe there is any one ſo 


Blind, as not to acknowledge and proclaim your 
Beauty. You pleaſe me, ſaid ſhe, in giving me 
this aſſurance; I have had a mind tobe Band- 
ſome, and on your Word I will believe I am. 


Why do you rally me Madam, I an{wer'd her 


with ſome confuſion, and cou'd not continue the 
diſcourſe, which the Princeſs perceiving, askt 
what was the matter with me? I am Miſerable, 


Madam, reply'd l, and more Miſerable than you 


wou'd think; I wou'd avoid Love as the moſt 
Dan. 


\ 


(48) 


Dangerous Rock that I cou'd ſtrike on, and this 
very minute, I find J am more in Love than 
ever I was in my Life. Impoſſible, ſaid the 
Princeſs; you in Love, you will not tell me ſo; 
No, Madam, 1 anſwer'd, no body ſhall know.my 
Madneſs ; for 1 muſt certainiy be mad to fall in 
Love with the Perſon that I have now given 
my Heart to. Pray permit me toretire, for it! 
ſtay longer I ſhall grow giddy. Your Paſſion, cryd 
the Princeſs, is very violent ſure to have uch 
ſtrange effects. You ſhall not lay your Madness 
at my Door, fo you may withdraw it you 
pleaſe. She rofe up at theſe words, and 1 went 
without daring to lock upon her, out of Fear and 
Shame. 6 r 
As ſoon as I got Home, I recollected in my Me. 
mory all our paſt Converſation , and imagin'd 
the Princeſs had only faln upon it for her Diver 
lion 3 I blam'd my felt for fancying ihe 
was willing that 1 ſhow'd Love her; and not 
doubting,by the manner of her parting with me, 
that ſhe gueſt, if | had ſtay d, I thou'd have de- 
clard my Love; I ſuppos d ſhe meant to prevent 
it, by permitting me to leave her, for which 
reaſon not to diſpleaſe her further, I reſolv'd to 
name another, if ever ſhe askt me who it was not 
that I had ſuch a Paſſion for. 
The next Day I ſaw her at the Queens Apart- 
ment, ſhe contriv'd a way to come near me, 
without being taken notice of; ſhe inquir'd 
in my Brain was turn'd ſtill , and what was 
become of my Love ? I made her no anſwer, and 


had 


— 
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had ſuch an aſſurance in my ſelf, that ſhe ſcorn'd 
me, I was vext to my very Heart, The Princeſs 
ſeeing 1 wou'd not tpeak a M ord, told me tis in 
vain tor you to hold your Tongue ; + know 


whom you are in Love with, ani have her 


Picture in my Pocket: l' give it you on con- 
dition you ſhew it no body, and never ſay you 
had it of me. She left me when ſhe had pur ic 
in my Hands, 1 rook it and had not the Power to 


make her one word of anſw er. Aligon as I had it 


in my poſleſſion, I went out impatient to ſee whom 
it was Drawn for. How was I ſurpriz'd and over- 
joy'd, when I {aw it *twas her own Picture: 


Then indeed my Brainturn'd , I did not que- 
ftion bur I was belov'd, and gave my felt up 


wholly to the pleaſant contemplation of wi1at 
wou'd follow. 4 committed ali the extravagat- 
cies that Lovers are guilty cf on thele occaſic 12S, 
I found all my experience in the bulizets oz 
Love to fignihe nothing, Idas as Ford ai:d us 


_ Fooliſh as ever; I kils'd the Pifture a Hundred 


times, I Kneel'd down beicre it, i alk*t to it, and 
Swore Eternal Truth. 

All the Day I ſpent in theſe wiſe Occupations, 
and at Night 1 went to wait en the Princeſs : Bur 
Icou'dnot be admitted to her Pretence, Whatever 


prayers I made uſe of. All the return I cou'd get 


from her Woman was, ſhe was in her Cloſer, and 
wou'd {ee me on the Morrow, where {he taw mein 
the Morning. 

I fell into deſpair, upon her making an ap- 


pointment at a Pate where coud have no 


Par £1- 
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particular Converſation with her: Yet I was 
forc'd to content my ſelf, I came early to the 
Queens Apartment, She entef'd ſoon after, and 
told mo, en paſſant, ſo Sir, I find you are afraid to 
truſt me, and have not Communicated above 
half of the Secret. No Madam, I reply'd, you 
do not know all owt, and I want an opportunity 
to acquaint you with the reſt. I wou'd know 
no more ſaid the Princeſs, and I can eaſily gueſs 
' what you wou'd ſay to me, and you are not 
ignorant that I cannot, and ought not to hear 
you. I expect you will reſtore the Picture, III 


'< - ſenda Valet de Chamber to you for it too Morrow; 


ray give it him Seal'd up, ſaying theſe Words, 
She left me, and | coud not tell what to make of 
her proceeding, I try*'dto have another Sight of her 
that Day, but -twas to no purpoſe, On the 
Morrow ſhe ſent her Valet, to whom | gave him 
Anſwer, I had not what his Lady Demanded of 
me. And at that time, I wou'd' rather have par- 
ted with my Life than with the Picture. The 
Valet went Home, and two Hours after return'd 

with this Bidet trom the Princeſs, 


Kuom, Sir, you took up the Picture J dropt 
_ yeſterday in the Queens Lodgings ; I begg you 
to reſtore it by the Bearer, unleſs you wou'd have 
me make a Noiſe of it, I believe you are a Man of 
roo much Honour to do an action unworthy a Gen- 
tleman : Think ont, and remember the reſpect you 
owe me; for Poſſitively I will have the _— 
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and if you refuſe to give it me by fair means, I ſhall 


make uſe of force. 


"Twas above an Hour before I cou'd come to 
a Reſolution what to do; and the Valet tr md 
that l made him wait ſo long. Perhaps thought 
I, ſhe does it to try me, and ſee whether Love 
her by my refuſal to obey her. Then I read 
over the Billet again, and thinking the quite con- 
trary, Cry d out, the Letter is too Poſitive, and 
I ſhall better ſhew that I Love by obeying her- 
1 fix d here, and refoly'd to ſend her back th 
Picture, with the following Lines. | 


Obey you Madam, and you need not put me in mind 
1 of the reſpect I owe you, what you have ſeem 
of me, is ſufficient to aſſure you, that T ſhall ſerve 
you with an Implicit Obedience , I doubt not, you 
will ſuddenly Demand my Life, ſince you have al- 
ready taken from me, that which is much dearer than 
my Blood, 1 


I had no ſooner reſtord the Picture, and ſent 
this Letter, than I began to imagine 1 had been 
guilty of the Fooliſheſt thing I ever did in 
my Liſe; and I wou'd have given all that { was 
worth to have had it again in my Poſſeſſion. She'tl 
think, ſaid I to my ſelf, that | have very little 
Love for her, fince 1 cou'd ſo eafily part with 
a Preſent ſhe had ſo Gallantly given me. She'll 
reckon me a Coxcomb, not to perceive that ſhe 
requird it of me, only to make a tryal how 
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I valued it: Oe” find no excuſe for what I had 
done, and was ready to run Mad, when Ire. 


flected how ſtupid | was to Obey her. 1 believd 


that after this, I muſt not hope to be belov'd, 
nor even eſteend by the Princeſs, and more 
than ever, reſov'd to ſtifle my Love for her : But 
*twas too late, and I perceiv'd, that Perſons ſo 

much above us, are capable of in{piring a Paſſion 
quite different from other Women. The Love 
of a Princeſs is a ſort of Enchantment, and I had 
not till then known the Charms of ſuch an exal. 
ted Amour, How wretched was I in my own o- 
- Pinion, to have loſt all that I had to pleaſe me in 
this new Paſſion, by my tooliſh Obedience, I ne- 
ver was {0 heartily griev'd, not doubtingjbut the 
Princeſs wou'd ever after treat me as a Block- head. 
I was ſo alham'd of my felt} durſt not wait upon 
her,nor-even look her in the Face, when I ſaw her 


at the Queens 4partment. She percei vd my Grief 
and my Confuſton , and bid her Man tell me ſne 


Raid in another Chamber, and wanted to ſpcak 
with me. She told me with a Free Air, 1 had 
done very well to ſend her back her Picture, that 


ſhe did not doubt, it had coſt me dear to part with 


it; bur ſhe rejoyc'd to ſee I was ready to pay her 
a blind Submiſlſion, that ſo it was, ſhe wou'd be 


belov'd; and ſhe wou'd have a greater dete. 


fence for me than for any Man in the World, Pro- 


vided my Love did not make a Fool of me. and 


that I always obey'd her Commands. Theſe 
Words relied me to Life again, and I was fo 
rleas'd to ind all my conject ures falle, that ! 
Sw ore 
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wore I wou'd never deſire any other reward, 
for the extream Paſhon J had tor her, but the 
leaſure of Loving her: As for the reſt, ſhe might 
do what ſhe woud with me. She anſwer'd, 
Love and Obey me, and I will not be ungrateful, 
| beg'd her to give me leave to write to her, and 
to watch for opportunities to ſee her: She wou'd 
not ſuffer the one or the other, ſay ing, I ſhou'dleave 
the management of the matter to her, and it ſhou'd 
be to my content. After we had this Converſa- 
tion, | perceiv'd che avoided me, and in fifteen 
days time I cowd not get ſomuch as a look from 


her, I did not know what to make of ſuch a a 


ſtrange ſort of Carriage; But I thought ſhe did 
not Love me, or ſhe wowd not have had ſuch 
a Command of her ſelf. In a little more than 
a Fortnight, ſhe ſent to let me know ſhe-wou'd 
ſpeak with me in a Garden, where ſhe was wal- 
king with a great many followers, whom ſhe 
left, and taking me aſide, askt me if I ſtill Lov'd 
her? looking ſeriouſly upon me. I anfwer'd, that 
[ cou'd never change, and that my Paſſion for her 
was ſo great, 'twas impoſſible it cou'd receive any 
addition. However, I coud not promiſe that [ 
coud, without hope, be able to maintain ſo vio- 
lent a flame a long time; and ſhe wou d certainly 
be the cauſe of my Death, if ſhe did not ſuffer 
me to ſee her and to ſpeak to her. She reply'd, I 
expect ſomething more from you than all this, I 
look for conſiderable Services if you Love me, 
you muſt deliver me from a Man whom! hate, 
and who has affronted me: Have you Courage 

EY enough 


ten to 


ty 1 


enough *to fight him? 1 pray d her to name me 
the Man, and as dangerous as twas for me to 
engage in a Duel, at a time when ſingle Com. 
bats were ſo rigorouſly forbidden, yet I woud 
paſs by all thoſe conſiderations if ſhe wou'd have 
me tight. Tis enough ſaid ſhe, another time 
111 tell you more, but keep this ſecret, and ſtay till 
you hear from me. She then returned to her 
Company, giving me no opportunity to inform 
my ſelf tur ther about the matter, 

Two days after, ſhe ſent for me again, to come 
to her in the ſame Garden, and having oblig'd 


me to Swear that nothing ſhow'd be too difficult 
for me toſerveherin to the utmoſt of my Power, 
She put into my hands a parcel of Letters, 


whicha Woman of very high Quality had writ- 
Man whom ſhe Lov'd: She made me 


read them, and I found 'em written in ſuch a 
manner, that if they were publiſh'd, the Lady 
wou'd "infallibly loſe her Reputation. Atter 


I had run them over, ſhe told me ſhe gave em to 


me that I might ſhew em to all the World. 


What reaſon, Madam, ſaid l, have you to do this 


Lady ſo much harm ? She reply 'd, I have good 


8 to expoſe her, and beſides, 1 know no other 


wayto raiſe a Quarrel between you and the Man 
with whom I wou'd have you fight, and to whom 
theſe Letrers are written. When he kears that 

ou are the Perſon who ſhew*d the Letters about, 


hell preſently ſend you a Challenge, and I am 
ſare you'll Kill him if he dares engage you. 


\ 
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"Theſe words ſtruck me dumb with aftoniſh- 


| ment, The Princels finding I made fer nvantwer, 


ſnatch'd the Letters out of my hand, and cory*d 
out with a great deal of fury, that me perciev d 
did not Love her, ſince I was at a ſtand whether 
I ſhou'd obey ner or not. I confeſt | was aſham'd 


of the Propoial, and the Love that ſhe had in- 


ſpir d me with, wes incapable of hiding the 
baſeneſs of the action ſhe requir'd of me. Ik new 
the Lady who wrote the Letters and was one of 
her Friends, but ſuppoſing ſhe had been a ſtranger, 

that a Lady's Honour being in the cate, was a tuth- 
cient reaſon againſt publiſhing them: A piece of 
ſervice, which in my Opinion, I ew'd tothe Perſon 


I never had ſeen in my Life. This was always my 


Character, and tho? ] have been often betray'd 
by Women, never once for got my duty to the 
8 

did what 1 cou'd, to convince the Princeſs, 
that twas below her to ruin the goog name of 
any Woman; and when [ faw jhe wou'd hearken 
to nothing of that nature, I continu d my diſ- 
courſe thus; If you had demanded my Lite Madam, 
wou'd ha ve iacrific'd it to you ; But I ſhou'd 
not deſerve your eſteem, cou'd I have been guil- 
ty of ſo bale a complacency as to have obey'd your 
Commands in this particular. I ſpoke theſe 
words in ſuch a manner, that ſhe might percieve 
intended to refuſe her; and ] own, thar at that 
Inſtant J felt all the flames that ſhe had kindled 
in my Breaft to be Ex tinguiſh'd. *T was net Ge- 
neroiity only that caus'd this alteration, I was 
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ſatisſid, ſhe was not ſo earneſt to have the La. 
dy defam'd, and her Lover Murder d, but be. 
cauſe the was Jealous of both of 'em; which 
altogether made me reſolve, rather to break 
with her, than to yield to what fhe deſi-d of me, 
expected to be overwheln'd with reproaches; 


but I was very much ſurpriz d, after ſhe bad 


ſeveral times askt me ifI was in good earneſt, 
_ whenlIrefuſd? And] told her as often, that ſo baſe 
an Action was below her ſelf and me. To ſee her 
look tmiling on me, and with a pleaſant Air to 
aſſure me, ſhe rejoyc'd to find that Love had 
left me ſo much the free uſe of my reaſon, that 
I was incapable of doing any thing Unworthy 
a Brave Man; That ſhe propos'd 1t to me only to 

try me; That the Lady whoſe Letters the had 
hon me, was her intimate Friend; That the 
Letters were fictitious, and ſhe had never re. 
ceiv d ſo great injuries from the Perſon to whom 
they were directed, as to defire his Death: On 


the Contrary, ſhe with d him well, and what ſhe 


had done now was to know me beiter. 

She ſpoke this with ſo much ſeeming ſince. 
rity, that I did not doubt the truth of one 
word of it. I chid her a little, as handſomly as 
I cou'd, for putting me to ſuch a Proof; and for- 
getting the ill opinion I had ot her, while ſhe 
perſiſted in demanding ſuch an unreaſonable 
thing of me, with my former eſteem, all my 

former Paſſion return d; I was pleas'd with my 
felf for being fo bold as not to ſhrink from my 


duty, nor diſpure whether I ſhou'd obey her 0: 
no 
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not, and belie vd ſhe kak, both to eſteem and 
to Love me the more for it. I earneſily entreated 
her, fince ſhe knew all my heart, to tell me what 
ſhe wou'd have become of me, whither | ſhe 
wou'd always deny me the Joy of ſeeing her; 
and to ſhew her how much 1 deſerv'd, by my 
zeal and conſtancy, ſhe reply'd, ſhe wou'd have 
me Love her always, and that 'twas recom- 
pence enough for a Perſon of her Rank to per- 
mit me to Love her, without pretending to any 
thing more. I told her, I ſaw plainly ſhe meant 
to be the Death of me; and as exalted as her 
Station was, I cou'd not live unleſs ſhe flatter'd 
me with hopes of being belov'd. She anſwer'd, 
that time brought forth all things, and if 1 was 
conſtant, I ſhow'd not repent Loving her; That 
he had more value, and more inclination for 
me than for any Man ; that ſhe was ſorry at the 
inequality of our conditions: However, ſince ! 
ſcorn d to do any thing unworthy my ſelf, 1 
ought not to oo it ul if ſhe learnt of me to 
accept of no body that was not worthy of her. 
This was all I cou'd get out of her, and I with- 
drew more Amorous and more Deſponding than 
ever. 

I heard Two or Three days afterwards, that 
the Letters ſhe had ſhewn me were became 
publick at Court, that Copies of 'em were 
handed about, and was ſaid there, that I Was the 
Man who firſt divulg'd them. 

The Lady who was fo horribly defam'd in 
em, and was laid to be the Author, complain'd 
E 2 k to 
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My Brother , as if I had been the Perſon who 
Publith'd them at Court. My Brother {poke of 
it to me, and I told him all that happen'd to me 
with the Princeſs , there being no way more 
likely to convince him, that I had not publiſh 
the Letters, than to acquaint him how I had 
refus'd ſuch a baſe employment. 
My Brother ſaid preſently, it muſt be the 
Princeſs her ſelf that had ſhewn 'em to the 
World, and had laid the blame of it upon me. 
| We conſulted together a long while how we 
mint undeceive the Pyblick; my Brother faid IM? 
Z 9 other way, but to inform the Queen WW | 
of my diſcourſe with the Princeſs , for when her 
\ Majeſty was ſatisfi'd of my innocence, 'I ſhou'd I * 
eaſily clear my ſelf to the World : However, 
whether I did or no, 'twas neceſſary that the t 
Queen ſhou'd know the truth of the matter, t 
a 
8 
i 


| 
| 
| | 
| 


1fawa great many inconveniences, in letting 

the Queen know more of the Buſineſs; 1 muſt by 

this means inform her, that the Princeſs her 
ſelf had publiftyd the Letters I was not againſt U 
doing it out of any Eſteem or Love for her: 
1 perceiv*d all that ſhe deſign!d, by flatteriug me 
with the hopes of her Favour, was to engage t 
une, whether I wou'd or not, in this unfortunate * 
Affair; and I hated her for it, more than ever I had 
lov'd her. 1 anſwer'd my Brother, 'twas res © 
fonable i fhou'd wait on the Princeſs, before I ſaid Ml 
any thing of it ro the Queen; and to know of 
her, if ſhe had ſhewn the Letters, and ſpread tl 
about that they came out of my Hands ? My Bro- 
| the! 
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ther Was of the ſame opinion, and endeavour'd 
to procure a fight of her, I had a great deal of 


trouble to ſucceed in it; at laſt, I met her one 


— 
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day as ſhe was going into her Coach, As ſoon 
+ ss ſhe ſaw me, ſhe call'd to me, and in preſence 
i Wl of one of her Women who was with her, ſpoke 
co me thus: I gueſs what you have to ſay to 


me; But] aſſure you, *rwas not I that ſhew*d 
the Letters you gave me, you muſt have done it 

our ſelf, for rhis Young Woman can teſtifie, 
that thoſe which you gave me in the Garden, 
ſome time ago,are ſtill in my Poſſeſſion, and that 
have ſhewn em to no body. How, Madam, 
[reply'd, did I give you any ſuch Letters? She 
Anſwer'd, tis to no purpoſe to deny it, Did nor 
this Girl ſee you give em to me? Tis enough, I 
tell you I did not ſhew *em about, and you ought _ 
to be ſatisfiꝰd, ſince Idemean my ſelfto make you 
this aſſurance. I have no more to ſay to you, 
and you may ſeek your revenge where you can 
get it, if you wou'd have any thing elſe of me 
in this matter. Saying theſe Words, ſhe left 
me, and bad her Coachman drive on. 

Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Conſuſion and 
Rage I was in, I found ſhe did not care what [ 
thought of her, and too late repented of my 
vanity in Loving a Perſon of her Rank. I ſaw 
then how a Man expoſeth himſelf, in forget- 
ting his own Condition to ſuch a degree, and 
was too well convinced of this Truth, That 
tis not fafe for any Lower Perſon , to equal 
themſelves with Princes. I return d home, re- 

1 | ſolving 
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ſolving to wait upon the Queen; but I was ſcarce 
got into my Lodgings , before a 'Gentieman 
came to me with a Challenge from him to 
whom the Letters were directed. He told me, 
he wou'd meet me to Morrow in ſuch a Place, 
and that himſelf was to be his Second; with 
which I wow'd do well to provide my ſelf. [ 
ſaid to the Gentleman that brought me this 
Meſſage, that he needed not to miſtruſt my Cou 
rage; yet I Was not willing to Fight, till! 
had inform'd the Perſon that ſent me the Chal 
lenge , what little cauſe he had to be angry 
with me: And when I had · come to an under. 
ſtanding with him in the affair, I wou'd do 
whatever he cou'd deſire of me, The Second 
promis'd me to tell him all that 1 had ſaid to 
him, and if I was not willing to go abroad, 
he wou'd bring him co me in an Hours Time, 
I reply'd, 1 wou'd wait for him; and ſoon after 
they came together, Inſtead. of deterryig the 
Buſineſs till the next Day, I found the Gentle. 
man in ſuch an ill Humour, that F thought we 
ſhould decide the Contcoverſy before we parted: 
For | anſwer'd him, in as high a Tone as he 
| ſpoke tome, I aſlur'd him, that I had not only 
not publiſh'd the Letters, but that IJ had alwzy: 
taken the Part of the Lady who was faid to 
have written them ; and I wou'd give any one 
the Lie, who durſt affirm that they came from 
me. He reply'd, go then, and wait on the Prin. 
ceſs, naming her of whom [ have ſpoken ; 
for the had them of you. The Man was in th 
| ie 
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right on't, and I cou'd not avoid going with 
him to the place he aſſign'd for the decition of 
this diſpute. I doubted not , but the Princeſs 
who had the Face to tell me before one of her 
Women, that I gave her the Letters, wou'd ſay 
as much before the Man whom I wou'd have 
undeceiv d: Beſides, 'twas not very eaſie to 
give a Princeſs of her Rank the Lie: And 1 was 
afraid, that my dilatorineſs wou'd make the 
Man that had Challeng'd me, ſuſpe& I wou'd 
fain ſhun the Combat. I anſwer'd, that what 
he had propos'd to me, wou'd take up too much 
time, and ſince he wou'd have the matter un- 
riddled, I had as good begin it, by giving him the 
Pleaſure of being beaten, that I was willing to 
ſee him, only to acquaint him with the truth of 
the buſineſs; that he ought to have taken my 
word; and if he wanted any further ſatisfaction, 
I wou'd give it him with my Sword in my Hand. 
He accepted of my propoſal, and we agree'd to 
meet the next day at a certain time and place 
which he appointed; we reſolv'd to fight ſinęle, 
becauſe we wou'd not engage any other Perſon 
in this affair of ſuch an ill Conſequence, and 
were willing to keep it as private as poſſible. 
After all, nothing ever ſeem'd more unjuſt and 
ridiculous to me, than the cuſtom of fighting 
with ſo much buſtle, which might be eaſily 44 
avoided, and of engaging two Perſons in o 
a Quarrel , who have nothing to ſay againſt 
one another: This Caution was the cauſe that our 
Duel was not known, 1 receiy'd firſt, a Wound 


072 I 
in my Arm, and gave the Man with whom 1 
tought, a pulh which enter'd his Shoulder and 


diſabied him, I did not ſtand upon ebliging him 


to beg his Life; as ſoon as I ſa he was not ina 


condition to coutinue the fight 1 thought cnlv of 
helping him Neither of our Wounds were Dan. 
gerous we both raptour ſelves up in our Cloaks, 
and went into his Coach, w hich waited tor him at 
2 place where the Coachman cou'd not fee vs, 
We met the Gentleman that brought me the Chal: 
lenge the day betore. He came topart us, and we 
told him ffifling, that he ſhou'd come into the 
Coach, tor ail was over. We went home to my 
Houte and cricred ſomething for Break'aft. 
Wie preſentiy ſent for a Suigeon, who had for. 
merly {erv'd me; he Dreivd our Wour.ds, and 
we were 1orC'd for {ume cine to have our Aris 
ty q up in a Scart. We reported about, that as we 
three were going two Leagues from Pars ; 
our Coach overturnd, that one of us had his 
Shoulder put out, and the other receivd a 
Wound in his Arm. Every body believ'd what 
we laid, and none was fo inquilitive as to exa- 
mine turther into this buſineſs. Thus were we 
more Fortunate than we deſerv'd; but by the 
manner of my being engag'd in chis Combat, 
one may perceive the fad condition of the No- 
bility, to believe that the point of Honour 
conliſts n demanding , on the leaſt ſhadow of 
an Affront, ſuch whimſical ſatisfact ion. When they 


are once Challeng d,there is no way of avoiding 


Duel; and if I had re:usd this, I ſuppoſe the 
World wou'd have ſpok2n meanly of . 
5 BOOK 
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and we had reaſon to believe there was 
no danger of our being arreſted, we talk't over 
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good Friends till this Duel, and our Friendſhip 
encreas'd, after we had told one another all 
that we. knew concerning the Adventure that 
made us Quarrel. I underſiv:d what the Prin- 
cels defignd by publiſhing the Letters, and 
that ſhe had not ſuffer'd me to Love her, but 
out of a deſire that 1 might ferve her in her 


few Words, and lince ſeveral Perſons now 
Living, were engag'd in it, I think it convenj. 
ent to give em tictitious Names, to hide their 
true ones. I he Princels I ſhall call 4ſpa/ia, the 
Friend with whom J fought Celidan, and the 
Lady who wrote the Letters Cleonice ; a fourth 
Pertun, whom I muſt neceliarily mention in this 
lictle Adventure, I ſhall diſtinguiſh by another 


Name zand report it leſs with a delign.to tell what 


of it relates to me, than to ſhew, that as thote who 
have to do with Women. muſt beware of Rocks 
and Shelves ; thoſe Shelves and Rocks are moſt 
inevitable, and moſt Dangerous for thoſe that 
have tv do with Princeſſes. 

Aſpaſia's Birth was ſo exalted,that She cou'd nor, 
without demeaning her elt, think of Marry: ing 


any 


the Subject of our difference, We had been 


revenge. I can relate the whole affair in a 


* 
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any one below a Sovereign, or at leaſt a Prince 
of her Rank. She was Witty and Ambitious, 
and her Ambition was the more reaſonable 
becauſe her Riches were immence; her Wealth 
hinder'd her Marrying out of the Kingdom, 
and her Ambition wou'd not let her Marrry in 
France, The Government wou'd not let her carry 
ſo much Treaſure as ſhe was poſſeſt of out of the 
Nation; and *twas fear'd, if ſhe Marry'd in 
France, ſhe might inſpire her Husband with 
her own Ambition, and enable him by the 
vaſt Eſtate which ſhe brought him, to attempt 
the higheft deſigns. Theſe Reaſons loſt her al 
the Matches that was propos'd to her; ſhe was al 
ready very near Thirty,and being weary of a ſtate 
of Life, which did not at all anſwer her Ambition, 
ſhe reſol vd to engage in an Intrigue, by which 
ſhe reduc'd all thoſe that had any Power in the 
diſpoſal of her, to a neceſſity of Marrying her 
Next to a Sovereign Prince, none cou'd pre. 
tend to her more Lawfully than Prince 4s 
relian her Kinſman , who indeed was not ſo 
Rich, but bis Birth was, of a degree ſomewhat 
higher than her own. She ſtudy'd to pleaſe him 
and render her ſelf agreeable to him, yet all her 
"endeavours were in vain; The Prince was a great 
deal Youger than ſhe, ſo there were no hopes 
that her Beauty wou'd have any great effect up 
on him. Though, as has been ſeen, 1 have 
prais'd her Beauty elſewhere, and on her ac 
count, got over the ſcruple that loſt me the Matci 
| Thave mention d; yet tis true enough, that ſit 
a was 
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was too Old to paſs for Fair, and I had never 
given her that Quality, which was imaginary, 
had | not been dazled by her other, of a Prin- 
ces, which was real. She was fo Juſt to her 
ſelf, as to gueſs that Intereſt woud have more 
Power on Aureliaus Mind, than the Charms of 
her Beauty, which was wearing. She Brib'd all 
thoſe who had any influence upon him, to re- 
preſent what Advantage twou'd be to him , 
to Marry a Princeſs fo Rich as ſhe was. Ad- 
relian , Whole Fortune depended on uncertain 
penſions, was glad to hear of a way to mend it: 
He promisꝰd to omit nothing that cou d aſſiſt him 
in this Marriage, but the means he made uſe of 
to ſucceed, were thoſe, that ruin'd his hopes; by 
which we may once more have a proof of the Ca- 
priciouſneſs and Vanity of Women. Aurelian was 
Gallant, he fancy'd, to Marry the Princeſs, he muſt 
appear to be Amorous of her; and ſo well he 
Counterfeited a violent Paſſion, that the Prin- 


ceſs forgot her own defects, and began to think 


ſhe had been unjuſt to her Charms. She be- 
lie v'd really , that Aurelian Lovd her; this 
imagination made her more delicate and jea- 
lous than ſhe wou'd have been, if ſhe had all 


a long ſuppos'd that he had only his Intereſt in 


view. She endeavour'd to find out in the 
Prince, all that Devotion and Officiouſneſs 
which are to be met with in real Lovers; but 
ſhe was diſappointed in her Search: The Prince 
was in an Age, that is incapable of conſtraint, 
and cou'd not have ſo much Complacency for 
her, as ſhe requir' d. To ſay Truth, altho = had 

e been 
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been in more advanc'd years, queſtion if he 


couꝰd have beenreduc'd to fuch a ſtate of Slavery; 


for one can give no better Name to the mannerof 
the Treatment which ſhe gave thoſe, that ſhe be. 
Iiev'd Lov'd her. In the Mitlake (he was in, twas 


not long before ſhe Quarrel'd with the Prince ohe 
had a hundred Spies about him, who inform d her 
of all che ſteps that he took; and every time 
they mer, my ſpent it all in Examinations and 
Reproaches : The Prince grew Weary of 


making her believe he Lov'd her, and not being 


able to bring himſeli to purchaſe her Riches at 
ſuch a dear Rate, he affected to make Love to 
another, and addreſt l imſelf to Cleonice, One of 
the Faireſt Ladies at Court. 

Cleonice knew well enough that the Princes 
Love wou'd be prejudicial to her Reputation; 
She was by no means a fit Match for a Prince of 
his High Rank: And beſides, ſhe Lov'd Ce 
lidan, who wes every way ſuitable to her, and 
ſhe did not doubt of Marrying him very ſud- 
denly. She therefore told the Prince, that as 
much as ſhe was -tionour'd by his Paſſion, ſhe 
muſt entreat him to ſee her no more, The 
Prince became more eager by this Retuſal, and 


the report ran, that he was Paſſionately | in 


Love with her. This enraged the Princeſs Aſp«- 
fie. She made no Queſtion of the Princes Love for 
her ſelf, all Women are vain enough, to think 
they deſerve: whatever Paſſion Men have for 


them , which was the cauſe of her believing, 
that 
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that Aurelian was in Earneſt. She reckon'd 
his Love for Cleonice was the effect of his In- 
conſtancy, and reſolv'd to revenge her ſalf, by 
publickly defaming her Rival, and ſeeki ing all 
ſorts of ways to do her a Miſchief Tre Prin- 
ceſſes railing againſt her had quite different Conſe» 
quences , to what ihe intended by it - Cleonice, 
who had refagd the Princes viſits, out of fear of 
her Reputation, permitted them, arid encourag'd 
em on purpoſe to vex the Princeſs. Thus are 
the Paſhons ſtrengthened by that which ſhou'd 
deſtroy em; and a deſire of doing a deſpite to a 
Rival, has more power ona Womans Mind, than 
that of pleaſi ng a Lover, The more thePrinceſs 
loſt Aurelian s Love tor Cleonice, the more Cleonzce 
ſtudy'd to flatter him; and by her Complacency, 
every body ſuppos'd the Prince was belov'd. 
Celidan, who Heartily Lov'd her, was not the 
laſt who took the Alarm; he complain'd n 
and Cleonice own'd , that what ſhe did was out 
of pure ſpite to the Princeſs. She was ſo en- 
tirely Miſtreſs of her Lovers Heart, that ſhe 
perſwaded him to believe ſhe had only a Coun- 
terfeit kindneſs for the Prince; and ſhe oblig*d 
him to aſſiſt her in giving the Princeſs new 
diſquiets, and in vexing her more than ever. 
Thus was he prepard to receive all that the 
Princeſs might teil him to cauſe his jealouſie; 
and the more, ſhe endeavour'd to raiſe a ſuſpition 
of his Miſtreſſes Fidelity, He afteQed to appear 
the better ſatisfi'd , and the more Amorous. 
However, I will not be fo bold as to affirm Ce- 
lidan 
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Cn» 
liden,was not bubbled 4. his Conbdence | in 2 
nice, and cou'd not forbear, when he told me 
the tory ; ſaying ſomething to the purpoſe, 
which made him more uneaſie than he had ever 
been before Yet had I been in his caſe , 
the experience I had; had of Women, wou'd 
have made me ſenfible of the ſame diſquiets, long 


before he was troubled with them. 


Ij)he P rinceſs not being able to make a diff 
rence between Celidan and Cleonice „ endea- 
vour d to ſet her at variance with the Prince; no. 
thing is difficult, when Revenge is in view 
She was Liberal only in her Vengeance; and 

Brib'd one of Celidans Servants, in whom he 
confided moſt, and by his means ſhe got moſt 
part of the Letters which his Maſter received 
from Cleonice: As ſoon as ſhe had em in her 
Poſſeſſion, ſhe ſought for ſome body to ſpread 


them abroad in the World, not doubting, but the | 


Prince, when he ſaw them , wou'd break with 
her. This was not the only reaſon why ſhe 
Was willing to have, the Letters Fan by 
another Hand, and not by her own ; She im 
gin'd that ſhe ſhou'd thereby be clear'd of tie 
Guilt of a baſe Action, which wou'd have lan 


at her Door, had ſhe thewn them her ſelf, or 


been charg'd with it, She hated Celidan {0 
Heartily for retuſing to hearken to her advice, 
with reference to Clecuice, ſhe reſolv'd, if ſhe 
coud, to deſtroy him, which was the reaſon of 


her permitting me to Love her; and tor Which 
| : | [£50 Wh 
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was concern'd in the buſineſs I have men- 
tion'd, | 

| She heard nothing of our Combat, and Celidaa 


and I having mutually inform'd each other 


of what we knew of this adventure, upon the 
concluſion of the whole matrer, agreed, that we 
could Complain of no Body but the Princeſs, 
and we grew greater Friends then ever. He 
promis d to tell Cleonice all that I had told 
him, and to aflure her, that Iwas innocent 


of the wrong, which *twas ſaid, I had done her, 


in Stealing and ſhewing her Letters, TY 

Cleonice demanded ro ſee me, to be better 
atisfi'd of the truth of my defence; ſhe requird 
that I ſhou'd acquaint the Queen, and Prince Au- 
relian of it; I refusd both the one and the other 


and repreſented to her, 'twas baſe in me to rail 


againſt the Princeſs ; adding farther, that ſince 
ſhe had only ſuffer'd the Prince to make Love 
toher out of meer ſpite to the Princeſs, ſhe ought 
to reſt Contented, Aſpaßa being ſufficiently 
puniſh'd for her ill detigns : That 'twou'd be a 
new puniſhment for her to ſee Cel;dax's Friend. 
thip and mine more cloſe than before; and what 


was more than all, ſhe had cauſe to rejoyce that 


ſhe had clear d her ſelf of the Prince, if ſhereally 
jov'd Celidan. Theſe Arguments ought to 
have weigh'd with her, Celidan who was the 
moit concern'd in it, thought them admirable ; 
for after all, ſhe ſhou'd not have been ſo much 
in pain to have the Prince continue his good O- 
pinion of her; and 'twas no great matter if he 

= had 
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had known who had publiſh'd the Letters, which 
ſhe cou d not deny to be her own, and ſhe mizjy 
very well juſtify, if her Love was bounded in 
the Perſon to whom they were written. 
But howcan one expect reaſon from a Woman 
vanity, Cleonice was poſitive that I ſhou'd jntury 
the World that the Princeſs had pur this me 
upon her, nor wou d ſhe be latisfyd with hs, 
wou'd have had me publiſh the ſtory IJ had 0d 
Her about Aſpaſia and me, and that the Luv'd me 
well enough to give me her Picture I cou'd not 
bring her to be contented with any thing leſß 
and Celidan ſucceeded no better than I, in argu: 
ing with her on that ſubject ; they were fe {arp 
upon one another in it, that at laſt they Quar- 

rel'd. I was at firſt ſorry, that my Friend had 
loſt a Miſtreſs whom he had till then tenderly 
Lov'd without any manner of Jealouſy , How: 
ever, he ought to have been — ſince 
the ſorrow which ſhe ſhew'd when ſhe fear d to 
lofe the Prince, prov'd that ſhe was not over con- 
ſtant, yet he was inconſoleable. He was not (9 
well experienc'd 811 in the Characters and lucl. 
nations of Women, he was even fo fooliſh, that 
| hecou'd not hide his Lav tome, and ſcarce ever 
ſaw me but with concern. Some time after werds; 
they were reconcibd, and having had Two a 
Three ſuch Quarrels more, they were Married, 
They were not at all happy in this new ſtate, 
Celidans ſuſpition grew upon him after this 
Marriage; the common Fate of thoſe Husbandds, 


who fondly * that they ſhall, in the Wie, 
| forget 


: ( $i 1 
forget the infidelities of the Miſtreſs. Matri- 
mony is the moſt Uncertain of all Remedies, 
let the Diſtemper be what it will for which it is 
preſcrib'd. 

As for my ſelf, 1fell out with Cleonice, and we 
were never good friends again; I had too much 
reaſon tobe angry with her, for her telling every 
body that I boaſted of being belov'd by the Prin- 
ceſs Aſpaſia : She told the ſtory of the Picture, 

with ſuch circumſtances, as Wade me ſorry [ever 
let her know any thing of it. 

The Princeſs flew into the moſt violent Rage 
when ſhe heard it, ſhe threatned me, before my 
Brother, that if ever I appear'd in her fight; 
ſhe wou'd not promiſe that I ſhow'd not be treat- 
ed as [ deſerv*d. I had notice of her ill deſigns, 
and carefully avoided meeting with her, till ſhe 
porgot her Anger, and my Love, ina new Treaty 
of Marriage. Tis certain, that notwith- 
ſtanding I eſcap'd her Fury , my Love for her, 
had more than once put my Lite into Danger. 
Though J ſurmounted all the Perils of the Ad- 
venture I am about to relate, *tis enough to 
Convince the Reader, that there are yet much 
greater Misfortunes to be fear'd, by ſuch as 
dare make Love toa Princeſs, 

At this time, Monſieur the Prince, reliev'd 
Valenciennes, and oblig'd Monſieur de Turennt 
to raiſe the Siege. I ferv'd under the Marſhal 
de La Ferti, and had like to have been made 4 
Priſoner with him: The Marſhal was taken, 
2 we retir'd in good order * the Prudence of 
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Mr. d: Turenne, the Retreat of * great General, 
is one of the fineſt Actions of his Life. 1 became 
the better known to him on this occafion , and 
had I been ſo Wiſe, as to have Improv'd the op. 
portunity, I might have made my Ad vantage 
of his Protection and Favour. We loſt Conde 
after a Siege of greater length than ſuch a 
place deſerv d. Mr. de Turenne, beſieg'd another 
City, which taken, wou'd more than make 
amends for the Loſs of Conde. Chapelle, was the 
Town he attack d and took it. With this Con. 
queſt, the Campaign ended: So I took Poſt and 
Rode to Chantilli, where the King was to re- 
ceive Chriſtina Queen of Sweden; ſhe having 
made her publick Entrance about three weeks 
before, 

I had as much reaſon as any Man, to pay my Du- 
to that Princeſs; my Children had the Honour 
to be all y'd to "her Family; and one of my 
Friends, whom] got acquainted with in Poland, 
was a conſiderable Perſon in her Court: My 
Friend made ſeveral journeys into Poland on this 
Princeſs account, while ſhe Negotiated the af. 


fair of her Abdication, I met him afterwards 
at Venice, where Queen Chriſtina had ſome 


affairs to manage with the Republick, and the 

Princes of Tray ; in both theſe places, we were ſo 
very Friendly, that when we faw ons another 
in France, our Joy was next to Tranſporting, I 


little thought of the accident that befel him ſoon 
atter; this Man being the Wretched Actor in the 


"tis | 


Iragia Ys Jam about torelite, 
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His Name was Monaldeſchi, he was an Italias 


by Birth, and one of the firſt Quality; he had 


 Livd from his Childhood in Smeeden, whither 


the Count de la Gardie his Kinſman ſent for him. 


He was Bred up with the Queen, they being 


near of an Age; The Count de la Gardie had a 
Son not much older than either of em. The 


Queen ſeem'd to have a greater liking for him, 


than for Menaldeſchi. The Two Youths, having 


the opportunity to ſee her every Day, were both 


Amorous of her: Menaldeſc hi, who was natu- 
rally Vain and Ambitious, was in deſpair to ſee, 
the Young Cbunt de /a Gardie found a more 
Favourable Reception than himſelf. He was an 
Italian, and conſequently a difſembler, he re. 
ſolv'd therefore to ſet his Rival againſt the Queen. 
They were Friends, and as ſuch, never fail'd to tell 


one another all their Adventures and Intrigues. 


Menaldeſchi told him one Day, that he cou'd 
not forbear telling him, that the Inclinations of 
the Queen ſhew'd for him, was only a Colour 
for her Engagement with the Palatine her Cou- 
ſin, and if he queſtion'd it, he wou'd ſhew 
him the very Letters ſhe had written to the Pa- 
Monaldeſchi had a dexterity, in Counter - 
feiting all ſorts of Writing; and he ſhew'd 44 
Gardiè a parcel of Letters, in which, he had ſo 


exactly Imitated the Queens Hand, that the 


Youth was dece ivd. His Rival did not doubt 
but the Letters were really Written by the 
Queen; and ſince his Amour with his Miſtreſs, 

5 | E 2 Was 


wc. le 3 
= was not gone ſo far, as to Tuſtifie him to re. 
= poach her, he ſatisfi'd himſelf, by getting the 
better of his Paſſion , and to help him in the 
Corqueſt over it, he Courted the Palatine; 
Siſter, who receiv'd him Favourably, and in x 
little time Lov'd him. 3 
Thus was Menaldeſchi deliverd of a Dange. 
rous Rival; and with more Liberty might pay 
his Vows to the Queen. This Princeſs was 
enough concern'd, at 44 Gardies Addreſſing him- 
ſelf to another, to endeavour to recover him; 
to that end, ſhe ſeem'd to be as well pleagd 
with Menaldeſchi, as ſhe had been with his Ri. 
val. But the latter was already ſo far engagd 
with the Palatine's Siſter, that he did not trou- 
dle himſelf about this Preference of his Kin. 
man. The Queen was extreamly ſorry for his 
indifference, and 'twas generally thought, that I h 
the little hopes ſhe had for Marrying 44 Gardie, N. 
was one of her greateſt Motives to her Abdica- il at 
ting her Kingdom. She did not believe . 
 naldeſchi was in Love with her, for the cunning h. 
Italian, was ſo wary , as never to carry him. V 
_ ſelf before her like a Lover: He only ſhewd | a 
an extraordinary Zeal for her Service, anda MC 
blind Obedience to her Commands; which got 
him fo much Credit with her, that fhe made v 
him. the Confident of all her Thoughts and ¶ hi 
Deſigns. 5 
He was the Man that encourag'd her in her Wat 

Reſolution, to reſign the Crown; becauſe he 

foreſaw, that while ſhe was a Queen and in Swee: 
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ien he muſt never hope to be belov'd by her; yer 


he was not ſo Cautious in what he ſaid to others 


about her, as he was circumſpect in his diſ- 
courſe to her ſelf. He did what he cou'd to 
have it believ'd there was an Intrigue between 
em, I remember , when J met him at Venice, 
he talk'd of nothing elſe. He ſhew'd me Letters 
which he faid he receiv'd from her; and as I had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect the truth of the Letters, 


1gave Credit to them, and thought him as Hap» 


yas he made himſelf to be: I only repreſented 
to him his indiſcretion, but heſeem'd fo ſure of 
her, that he might do or ſay what he pleas'd, 
without fear of Puniſhment. 


When I ſaw him at CHantilli, and we were 
together alone; You ſee, my Friend, ſaid he, 


what the Queen does for my ſake ; She has left 
All, and yet lam not the more happy for it: I 
have a ſecret Averſion for her, which I ſhall ne- 
ver get over, and 1 wiſh ſhe was ſtill a Queen, 
and in Sweeder, or that I never thought of her. 
He then inform'd me, how, as he pretended, he 
had made her leave her Kingdom ; and every 
Word he ſaid, was fo Romantick , I kad much 
ado to believe him; yet I cou'd not but give 
Credit to ſomething of the whole : 1 ſaw the 


Queen without a Crown ; and he was fo well 
with her, that ſhe was ſcarcea Moment without 
him. I advis'd him to do that out of Grati- 


tude, which he cou?d not do out of Inclination , 
at leaſt, to put a better diſguiſe on her Love for 
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him, and on his Averſian for her; but twas to 


no purpoſe. 


Two or Three Days after, the Queen being at 
Fontainbleau with the King and the whole Cour, 
a Packet was put into her Hands, the Super. 
ſcription was by an unknown Hand; and there 
were three Letters inclos'd in it, all of Mena. 


deſchis Writing. One of the Letters was in 


Lalian, and ſeem'd to be Written to a Prince of 
1taly ; the other were in French, and directed to 
a Lady ; as well as I can remember, Under. 
neath J have given a Copy of them, for the 
Queen chew'd them to me, when ſhe puniſhd 


the Writer of em according to his deſert : and 
I ſuppoſe, few People beſides my ſelf ever ſaw 


_—_— .  ; 


The Lalian Letter was much the ſame, with 


the following Tranſlation. 


A O U have reaſon to blame my Conduct: I an 


quite in deſpair, I had better think of making 

my Fortune, than of the Ridicalous Vanity of be. 
ing below d by a om x» who is the cauſe of jo 
ua Tireſome Nights to ms. How 

hard a caſe 1s it, to give a Fond Woman thoſe Pleas 


fares which one cannot Reliſh with her; I am 
become 4 meer Knight Erraut, I don't ſee when, 


or where we ſhall ſettle; we have nothing about us 


but Pedants, and tis my Misfortune, that in jo 


Gallant a Court 45 that in France, there is not 
one Man who will diſpate my old Conqueſt with me, 


1 am 


6 
Jam reſold, to bear my Torment no longer, than 
til I have ſecur d what ſhe has given me; and as 
ſoon 2 T am poſſeſt of it, I will fly to my dear Coun- 
try, &c. pe” TT N 


The Two other Letters were as follows. 


" Thought, Madam, 'twas enough to deſerve your 
Heart, that I offer d yor one; for which 4 
Queen has Sacrificd her Dominions, her Crown and 
her Glory. Why is it that I found you ſo fair in my 
Hes? Joa make me ungrateful , and ever ſince I ſaw 
you, I have been inſenſible of the Queens Careſſes , 
which till then had been agreeable to me, Jou are 
the cauſe of my imprudence, and as ſome Perſons are 
Revengeful, I am afraid they ll find out the reaſons 
of my Coldneſs and Diſcuſt , and that they will 
Puniſh you far your Inſenſibility to me; and mine 
to them, &c. | 


Am Sick, Madam, and when I was the laſt 
time oblig'd to ſhew « Complaicency for your 
Rival , ſhe ſoon perceiv d that my Heart was elſe- 
where, ] fear, while Im diſſatis id with you, ſhe 
pill be the ſame with me: "[is a diſmal thing to 


offend # Queen in ſuch a mutter. If the kindneſs 1 
am 0 to ſhew her, ſhocks your delicacy, you 
lought to content your ſelf with thinking that I am 
like « Dead Logg, near any thing but you. Suffer 
me to hope, I will take Heart and grow well, aud 
will make no other uſe of my Health, than to rg | 


| Tx 88 ) 
off the Chains I mA "that I wo Wear none but 
ours, &c. 


The Queen, when ſhe receiv'd the Packet 
open d it, and knowing the inclos'd Letters to be 
Ne naldeſchis Hand, the read them, made 'em 
up again, and an Hour after ſent for me: She 
ask't me, with a great deal of concern, whether 
I had known Monaldeſchi in Italy? It ſince that, 
had been his Friend, and if I had underſtood 
that he had any Intrigue in France? Having no 
| manner of doubt, that there was not ſomething 

in what Menaldeſchi had. told me, I miftruſted 

that ſhe examin'd me out of jealouſie. I per. 

ceiv'd that the Italian had addreft himſelf to a 

Lady of the Court, but 1 did not care to tell the 

Quezn, ſo 1 reply d, that I had ſeen Monaldeſchi 

in Trag, and 1 a Friendſhip with him 

there, but ſince that, had heard no news of him; 
and as to engagements in the Court of France, 
I had not perceiv'd any ſuch thing, Having 
made her thisAnſwer, ſhe ſaid, tis enough; and 
then turn'd the diſcourſe to ſome other ſubjed, 
and among the reſt, what the World ſaid were the 

Motives that induc d her to Quitt her Koyalty? 1 

told her. that every body thought ſhe did it only 

on a Religious account. At theſe Words, ſaw the 

Tears come into her Eyes. She ſigh'd, and ſaid, 
that was indeed the reaſon of her leaving Bun. 
dien, complaining that Princes were unfortunate, 
in that they had very few Freinds. She askt me 

„ what time of Day it Ways and where the King 
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was? I anſwer'd her Queſtion, and then ſhe 


took her leave of me putting me in mind of the 


Honour 1 had to be ally*d to her by my Marriage. 
| reply'd, *twas an Honour I durſt not boaſt of; 
but 1 was as ſenſible of it, as *tis poſſible for any 
Man to be, which | wou'd endeavour to demon- 
ſtrate as long as I Liv'd, by the profound reſpect 
which I ever had, and always wou'd have for her. 
As I was a going out ſhe call'd me, and askt me 
if I had ever read Machiavel , and what we 
thought of bim in France? I told her, he was 
very much eſteem'd for his good Senſe; but that 


there were ſeveral Maxims in his Works, 


very little Conformable to our Religion. 
There's one, ſhe ſaid, which is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary for Princes; and that is, when their Ho- 
nour obliges them to it, to puniſh their Subjects 
themſelves, in caſe there is any danger of hur- 
ting their Reputation, if they proceed with 
them, by the forms of Law. Pray what do ye 
in France on theſe occaſions? I anſwer'd, twas 


ſeldom that ſuch extremities was made uſe of 


there, and that Heu the Third had been blam'd 
for puniſhing the Duke of Gaiſe as he did. I 
know better than you, ſhe reply'd, what you 
ſay of Henry the Third, His Action had not 
been Odious, had he not KilPd the Cardinal ge 


| Gaiſe, We argu'd on This point a long while, 


and I was ſo accuſtom?d to hear this Princeſs diſ- 
pute on all ſorts of ſubjects, relating to Science 


EIA, Www we 


and Wit, that I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
the action ſhe meditated at that time. Fas 
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ſoon as 1 was gone, ſhe ſent for Monaldeſch;, 
with whom ſhe was alone a few Minutes ; an 

half an Hour after ſhe ſent again for me: ſhe had 
no body with her when 1 return'd. She beg'd 
me to be a Witneſs of ſome diſcourſe ſhe was 


oblig'd to have with Monaldeſchi; that *twas 


about an affair of great Conſequence , ſhe 


woud fain have me know the ſecret, but *twas 


convenient that I ſhou'd be hid, that none might 


ſee me. She then lock'd me in a Cloſet where 


 Tcou'd hear all, and Conjur'd me, if I would not 


De my own Deſtruction, to make no Noiſe nor 
nor give any Sign that I was there. I did as 
ſhe deſir d me to do; and I began to call to mind 
eur diſcourſe at my laſt enterview, and to be 
; — What wou'd become of Monal. 

C 4. 155 : | ; EL 

When ſhe had Lock'd me in the Cloſet, the 
Italian enter'd the Room ſhe was in; So Raſcal, 
ſhe cry'd, Canſ thou deny theſe Letters to be 
 Fhine, can ft thou diſown thy own Hand? Tell me 
in what I have deſervꝰd, that thou ſhoud'ſt raiſe 


Jach foul Calumnies upon me? When had we the | 
 Withed Commerce together, which thou doſt brag of ? 


| Speak, and ſay the Truth, as thoa wilt anſwer it to 


5 thy Creator, for thoa haſt but aw Hour to Live, 


Aud oughtſt to prepare for thy end, Monaldeſchi 


ſtood Mute a long time, he was on his Knees, 
and did what he cou'd to Embrace the Queens 
Feet, ſhe ſtill ſpurn'd him from her, bidding 
him ſpeak out as ſhe had commanded him. 
cannot juſtige my ſelf, Madam, faid the — 
wa 8 RRV "ave 
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have deſerv'd death, and have recourſe only to 
your Goodneſs, He ask d her Pardon, repeating 


it twenty times, praying her to have pity on 


him : nor was it poſſible to ſhew more weakneſs 


than he thew'd on this occaſion : He talkt like a 


Man out of his Wits, Diſtracted by the fear of 
Death. I was often tempted to ſally out from the 
place where I was conceaPd, but not imagining 
that the Queen wou'd have proceeded to ſo ſud- 
den an Execution, I waited for her Orders to join 
with the poor Wretch, in endeavouring to ap- 


peaſe her, A moment afterwards, ſhe call'd in 


ſome of her People, and Three Arm'd Men en- 
terd with a Fryer: The Fryer gave the Queen 
a Packet Seal'd, and ſhe Commanded him, with- 


| out delay, to confeſs the Man ſhe ſpoke to him 


of, The Good Father threw himſelt at ber Feet, 
to beg Mercy for the Criminal: 1 came forth of 


the Cloſet, and pray'd her to have pity on the 
Miſerable Monaldeſchi. She was Deaf to all our 


Prayers, bad me not to ſtir, and ſent the Fryer 


out with him to take his Confeſſion. The Fryer | 
came twice or thrice from the Criminal, to tell 


her, he askt to ſpeak with her. She demanded 
whether he had made his Confeſſion : The Fryer 


telling her he had, She order'd one of the three 


Arm'd Men to come to her, and Commanded 
him to Kill him without any further delay, 
They had difficulty in doing it, for he wore 
a Coat of Mail, which he put on, after the Queen 
had ſhewn- him the Letters, ſuſpeting that 


upon ſuch proofs he ſhou d have been Aſaaſſinated. 


This 
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This precaution ſerv'd only to make his death the 
more {low and painful. I once more threw my 
ſelf at the Feet of 1 all the anſwer ſhe 
made me, was, to break open the Packet, and 
ſhew me the fatal Letters. I cou- d never know 
with what deſign ſhe had put em into the 
Hands of the Fryer. She read them to me, and 
 askt if after 1 had heard ſuch Letters as theſe, j 
cou'd not take the part of a Man fo Guilty, ſo 
Perfidious and Ungrateful 21 reply d, he deferv'd 
to Dye, yet I pray'd her to be Merciful. While! 
was upon my Knees , begging her to ſpare him, 
Word was brought that he was Dead, ſhe ſaid, 
never any one ſhou'd ſee thoſe Letters; . ſhe or- 
derd me to let no body know that I had ſeen 
them, nor that ſhe had told me any thing of the 
affair. She was willing to acquaint me with it, to 
have an irreproachable Witneſs in me, what little 
ground ſhe had given for ſuch Calumnies , 
who, upon occaſion, might teſtiſie the whole 
truth, as I learnt it from Moraldeſchi's own Con. 
feſſion; though ſhe did not ſuppoſe ſhe ſhoud 
be oblig'd to give reaſons for her proceeding in 
that manner, being a Queen who was account- 
able to noPerſon Living for her Act ions. I pro- 
mis d to ſay nothing, and to do nothing in the 
buſineſs, further than 1 received Orders from 
her. ns CON F 
The King complain'd of the Method ſhe took 
to do her ſelf juſtice , and gave her to under- 
ſtand, he wiſh'diſhe had proceeded in puniſhing 
the Criminal with leſs Precipitation, She 
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took no notice of this reproof; on theContrary ſhe. 
order d me more ſtrictly than ever, not to ſpeak of 
the ſecret ſhe had entruſted me with, thinking 
it below- her dignity to juſlifie her Actions. I 
have been ſo true to her in the matter, that 
though *twas ſaid every where , ſhe put the 
Marqueſs to Death for his Indiſcretion in boaſting 
of her Favours; yet I never offer'd to ſay what I 
knew, and was very glad that 'twas not known 
] was preſent at the buſineſs. Perhaps I ſhow'd 
have been blam'd , for not running to help a 
Man whom TI call'd Friend; for there are ſome 
Perſons, who without weighing the Circum- 
ſtances of a Mans Condition and Ability, wou'd 
engage him in the moſt Raſh and Unprofitable 
deſigns; and nothing can be more made 
uſeleſs than mine wou'd have been, to attempt 
ſingle, as I was, to. ſa ve a Man who did not de- 
fend himſelf; and who beſides was in the Hands 
of three Officers well Arm'd, that were order'd 
to Kill him. If I wou'd have done it, the Queen 
wou'd not have ſuffer'd me to come out of the 
Cloſetz and I cou'd not aſſiſt him, without offering 
violence to that Princeſs, | 
Be it as it will, the thing happen'd juſt as I have 
reported it , I ſuppoſe I may now do the Queen 
that publick juſtice, which ſhe forbid me to ren. 
der her, when her Reputation was moſt attack d. 
[ have all the reaſon in the World to believe, 
ſhe had given very little and innocent grounds to 
the Fooliſh Vanity of Monaldeſchi; and the 
knowledge I had of the Ira/ians Character, 
| = | Con- 
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Confirms me he was the moſt Vain and Imperi 
nent Man I ever met with, and even the moſ 
' baſe. How unhappy are "thoſe Princeſſes that 
make ſuch ſort of Characters their Creatures? 
I was a long while ignorant, by what means 
the Q. of Sweeden got Monaldeſchi's Letters in her 
poſſeſſion: l ſuſpected the Lady whom he ſeem d to 
like had betray'd him, and two Years after, I un. 
derſtood *twas ſhe; 1 was told it by a Woman 
that was a Servant to her at the time when Mp. 
naldeſchi Courted her. This Woman being dif. 
miſt, or quitting her Service, Liv'd with a Rela. 
tion of mine, and I learnt the whole affair from 
her. I cannot but think the Adventure worth the 
reporting, as well to finiſh all that I knew con- 
cerning that unhappy Wretch I have talkt of, as 
to ſhew what Women are capable of doing. If 
the Queen of Sweeden has been blam'd for her 
- Cruelty in puniſhing him ſo ſuddenly, ſhe that 
Sacrificd him to her: Vengeance, ought in my 
opinion, to be Condemm'd as much more Cruel. 
Mfonaldeſchi fell in Love with this Lady at a. 
time when ſhe was Courted by a great Officer 
who Lov'd her paſſionately, and wou'd have 
been a very good Match for her: She was very 
Coveteous, and the Italian being repreſented to 
her, as a Perſon who was able to — 9 her very 
: Rich Preſents, the made no more reſiſtance than 
ſhe thought neceſſary to excite his Liberality. 
However, NMonaldeſchi was the: leaſt Guilty of 
Profuſion of any Man, he wou'd promiſe more 


than he woud Ferm z and all the offers he 
made 
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made her, were only ſo many Tricks to ſurprize 
her. The Lady, who did not know his Character, 
relol vd to try him, and not ſtanding much on 
punctilio with a Stranger, whom ſhe look'd upon 
as a Bird upon the Wing, ſhe told him, after 
fhe withſtood him ſome time, and receiv'd ſe- 
veral Amorous Letters, that ſhe had occafion for 
fifty Thouſand Crowns, and whoever wou'd 
ſupply her with them, ſhou'd have no cauſe to 
repent of his Generoſity. The Talian ſeem'd 
to be wonderfully well pleas d at an opportunity 
to oblige her : He demanded an aſſignation, and 
promis d to bring her punQually the Fifty 
Thouſand Crowns ſhe wanted, either in Bills 
of Exchange, or in Jewels: The day was ſet,againſt 
which}, Monaldeſchi provided a vaſt number of 
falle Diamonds, ſuch as neareſt reſembled the 
true; and took 'em along with him to the place 
of Rendezvous. His viſits had allarm*d the Ladies 
Lover, He watch'd all her motions, and was 
nform'd of the time and place appointed for this 
meeting: He took no notice of it to her, re- 
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a Moving to ſee whether ſhe wou'd go ſo far with 
r him or no; and in caſe ſhe did, to ſurprize her, 
ebe did not fail coming at the time; Monaldeſchi 
Jeave her the Diamonds; and he requir'd her to 
0 ray him the purchaſe juſt as the Lover came in. 
s much as ſhe was amaz'd, to find he had caught 
er with the Italian, ſhe had the preſence of 
: ind, to hide the Jewels, intending to make her 


arket of it, let the Adventure end how it wou'd; 
cr the laſt thing a Covetous Woman forgets, 


. 


— 


1 
is her Interoſt. The two Lovers quarrelbd, and 
the Lady left em to decide it between themielves, 
comforting her ſelf with the Diamonds, for the 
loſs of a Marriage, on which ſhe depended before, 
and which ſhe reaſonably ſuppos d cou'd come to 
nothing after this Adventure. Monaldeſchi”s Coy. 


. - ardice ended the diſpute between the two Rivals; 


the Italian {aid he wou'd not fight for a Woman 
who had not conſented to his Paſſion, before he 
paid dearly for it with his Money; that he had 
juſt now given her Fifty Thouſand : Crowns in 
Jewels, and when ſhe had reſtor*d-them to him, 
he wou'd fight him as much as he pleas d. The 
Lover knowing by that, the Character of his 

Miſtreſs, was not very earneft to preſs the thing 

further. He, told Monaldeſchi, *twas juſt he 
 ſhou'd poſſeſs a Miſtreſs he had ſo dearly bought, 


and relinquiſh*d her to him with all his Heart. 
He wou d have left him at theſe Words; but M. 


naldeſchi affecting to appear generous, told him, he 
gave him his promiſe never to ſee her more; and 
ſhou d think his Diamonds well laid out, ſince he 
had by that means been undeceiv'd in the Merit 
of a Woman, whom he thought worthy of eſteem: 
He ſaid he woud never ask em of her, and never 
hear her Name more if he cou'd help it. 

The Rival was ſurprizd at this Generolity 
he thought *twas impoſſible to find a Man in 
the World ſo little ſelf Intereſted, as to think the 
loſs of Fifey Thouſand Crowns a Trifle, and began 
to imagine that he had not given her the Money, 
as he pretended, but ſpoke it to excuſe * 
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a Duel, fince a Woman that wou'd take Money; 
coud not be worth fighting for. He told him his 
thoughts; and the Italian to prove twas true, 
confeſt the Jewels were counterfeits. The Lover 
was ſtill more pleas d, to find his Miſtreis had 
been Cheated by the [ta/ian ; than ſhe was to 
apprehend” that ſhe had Cully'd him. They 
hugg'd themſelves upon it, and ſpread the Story 
She heard it asſoon as any Body, and though 
her Name was not mention'd , and on the con- 
trary, the thing was reported to have happen'd 
to another, yet ſhe did not doubt ſhe was the 
Bubble they talk't of. She ſhew'd the Diamonds 
to a ſeweller, and was ſo enrag'd to find them 
falſe, that the reſolv'd to be reveng'd, She had 
kept Monaldeſchi's Letters, and he' muſt have 
given her alſo that which was written in Italian, 
lince *twas among the others in the Queen of See- 
dens Packet, which ſhe received from her. One 
cannot enough admire the ſtupidity of this Man, 
to have ſo little regard for the ple? ſure of a Wo- 
man, who had in her Hands thr at which wou'd 
be his diſtruction, if ever ſhe ſhe yd it. It may be 
he flatter'd himſelf, that the Qy een wou'd Pardon 
him, if ſhe had come to the kr ;owledge' of it, or 
he may perhaps have forgotten that the Lady 
had ſuch Letters of his in he x Cuſtody : whatever 
was the occaſion of his 1 egligence and forget- 
fulneſs, We are taught by his Tad ad venture, 
how danger ous if 1s to Y anke a jeſt of a Woman, 
can't tell whether the * over that broke with hes 
Part 2. G on 
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onthe diſc overy of her meetting Monaldeſch; 
knew 70 thing that ſhe was the cauſe of his 
Death; I never heard him ſpeak of it, and 
ſhou'd not have known any thing of the matter, had 
not the Woman that Livd with her told it me. 
While the Queen of Sweeden was in France, 
he interceded with the King for my fecond Bro- 
ther, Whe when he left the Kingdom, to avoid 
his Mazeſty's di ſpleaſure, went into Smeeden, and 
accompanied her in her Journey to Italy; he ſtay 


8 Wl, at wa . 5 
at Rome in expectation of the Pardon which ſhe 


had promid to obtain for him of the King. She per. 
form'd her promiſe, and Word was ſent to my Bro- 
ther that he might return, but he was gone from 
Rome before the news arriv'd ; and went back to 
Svecden where he was very well receiv'd by the per- 
ſions of the higheſt Quality, he was a Man as Famous 
for his Adventures as any Man, only there was this 
difference between him and me, that the greateſt 
part of his Mis fortune fell upon him by his own 
Inconſtancy and Deceit, whereas mine happen d by 
my Honeſty and Sincerity. We were both Cullies 
to the Sex, and I was no more happy in behaving 
my ſelf honourably towards the Ladies, than he was 
in deceiving them, and dealing roughly by them: 
Which is a ſufficient proof, that the Fortune of 
Lovers is, often, equal let em uſe their Miſtreſſes 
well or ill; and that Honeſty is not neceſſary in 
a Commerce, in which women ſacrifice every 
thing to their Vanity, Intereſt or Caprice. 
I xnew them, better than ever, and my laſt 
dventure with the Princeſs Aſpaſia convincd 
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(99) 
ne, that 'twas a great unhappineſs for a, Man 
Thoughts to be always roving}, never to be 
fd on one Object; which Humour expoſes him 
to fall in Love with as many Women as he finds 
Lovely. Wherefore for my future repoſe, and to 
d. avoid the Rocks | had been like to ſplit on, I 
q ceſolv'd to engage my ſelf with a Perſon, whom 
[ coud willingly make my Wife, and ſeriouſly tet 
4 Wl about ſeeking out after a Woman that was a fit 
« WW Match for me. This was not a very eaſie Thing 
todo, I muſt have one, that was both Band- 
ſome and Rich; two Qualities, that very rarely 
meet together in one Woman; yet I wou'd by 
no means Marry a Perſon that wanted either of 
em; and 'twas in vain for my Elder Brother to 
perſwade me, that I ought to look out for no- 
thing but Money, I was afraid, if I Marry'd 
a Woman I cou'd not Love, I ſhou'd fall to In- 
triguing again; and I thought the only way to 
cure me of that. Humour, was to find a Woman, 
who had all the Graces and PerſeQions that 1 
cou d admire it others of her Sex. Ui 
My Mother had been Dead a Year or Two, 
ſhe had no Children by her Second Husband; 
and by her Death, I was become a better Match 
than I was while ſhe Liv'd. I fancy*d my ſelf there: 
fore in a condition to make a goed. Choice for my 
elf; yet I found the buſineſs more difficult than [_ 
imagin'd, I fear'd, if I happen'd to meet with a 
perſon worthy to be belov'd, I might Love her 
at firſt fight and that my Paſſion might make me 
Blind to her 1mperfc&ions - and l cou'd not bear 
to think of Marrying a Woman that | cou'd not 
6 Love. 
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Love, My Brother Laught to ſee me perplex 
my ſelf about it, and made uſe of my incertitude, 
to Convince me, that 1 ſhou'd run no manner of 
Danger in Marrying a Rich Woman: That per- 
haps, Love wou'd come afterwards ; and if nor, 
Money wou'd mike amends for Love. I did not 


very much approve of his Reaſons, and though 


he propos'd ſeveral Matches to me, I came to no 
concluſion on the Point. 5 
This Perplexity, had at leaſt a good effect for 
ſome time; I lookt upon Women with the 
Eyes of a Man that intended to Marry, which 


hinder'd my engaging in any Intrigue with them, 


"Twas the firſt Day ot my Life, that I cou'd fay 
I was free from ſuch engagements ; and I muſt 


with ſhame confeſs, that I did not think my (elf 
ſo happy, as I fancy'd thoſe to be who had ne. 


ver been in Love. On the contrary, 1 Livda 
Tireſome Life perpetually , the leaſt trouble dif- 


turb'd me, having no body to comfort me in ſo 


ſoft and ſweet a manner, as in the conſolation of 
a Woman that Loves one. On the other fide, 
the views of my Fortune made little impreſſion 
upon me; for I deſird to be Rich, that I might 
divide my Riches with a Perſon I Lov'd. Wealth 
ſeem'd to me to be good for nothing elſe; at laſt, 


Il was entirely convinc'd, twas impoſſible to be 
coment without being in Love, 'twas to no put. 


poſe, that 1 call'd to mind all the troubles I had 


un lergone through that Paſſion, for 1 concluded 


with my ſelf, after | had compar'd the one with the 


other, that the Pizaſure is more ſenſible than the 


Pa in. 
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Pain, Tis a great unhappineſs for a Man to have” | 
Contracted ſuch an ill Habit; for we muſt own, 


that Religion, and a fincere defire of Salvation, 


is the only way to Peace of Mind Theſe Mo. 


tives work'd little with me then: | od fain be 
Happy, and was ſo fooliſh, as to fancy there 
was no Happineſs to be met with in any thing 
but Love. I often ſaid to my ſelf, is it impoſſible 
to find a Woman with whom I may taſte the 


Pleaſures of Loving, and being belov'd? [ 
then call'd my dear Carmelite to mind, and buſi'd 


my ſelf to ſeek out in ſome other Perſon, what 
I thought I ſhou'd have found in her, if it had 
been our Fortune to come together. 

There is nothing ſo pleaſant and ſo whimſical, 


_ as the d iſpoſition 1 was in after theſe reflections. I 
look'd out every where for a Woman M hom I 


cou'd Love; and as ſoon as I found one to my 
mind, 1 was afraid of addreſſing to her, leaft I 


| ſhou'd be made a Cully. All that I got by my 
txperience, was not to hate Women, but to fear 


dem: Which made me more unfor:unate than | 


was, when I gave my ſelf up to them without 


diſtruſt or fear; and 1 was ſorry ſometimes,that the 


time was over, when I was Blind without knowing 
my Blindneſs; my reaſon was not ſtrong enough 


to maſter my inclination, and rather puzled 
than aſſiſted me FI perceiv'd then, that a Man in 
Love ought to bea little Blind to think himſelf 


happy. And nothing is a more certain proof ot 


the errors, and misfortunes of that Paſſion, than 
G 3 to 
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to reflect, that *tis never entirely happy, but 


when "tis entirely Blind. 
The knowledge I got of the nature of Love by 


; a refleQions; did not make me loſe the reliſh of 


that Paſſion: I rather was more and more ever) 
day obliinarely bent on Loving. 1 wanted only 
a Woman , whom I ought to Love out of 
Judgment and jnclination , the thing did not 
ſeem impoſſible, and coſt what 1 It wou'd, I reſolv'd 
to have ſuch a one. 

For theſe conſiderations, l kept Company with 
none but Marryed people, that by converſing 
with them, I might learn the conveniencies and 
inconveniencies of Marriage. And I muſt own, 
that I met with ſcarce any one example, that gi 
not make me afraid to yenture. Thoſe that Lov'd 


their Wives, and thoſe that did not Love 'em, 


ſeem'd to me equally untortunate. My Eldeſt | 
Brother was happy enough in his Eſtate; but he 
had ſo little inclination to Love, and was ſo oc- 
cupy'd about making his Fortune, that his exam- 
ple welghed very little with me. 1 did not like 
his indifference, or his ambition; I was willing to 
Love, and not over-{o[icitous to advance my felt ; 

and 1 had not been ſo indifferent towards Riches, 
11 I cou'd have been more indifferent towards 
Love. Tis no wonder that a Man of this Humour 


did not riſe. There's no other way to it, than 
by making every thing give place to the deſire of 


advancement; and as for me, I woud have on 
thing give way to my deſign of Loving, a 


being belov'd. This JO on  hinder'd — 


from 
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from doing any thing extraordinary; and if I may 
beallow'd to ſay ſo, ſpoilt all my tallents for 
Buſineſs. I wiſh thoſe that read theſe Memoirs, 
may profit by my example, and learn betimes 
to reſiſt a Paſſion, that cannot be maſter'd with- 
out a Miracle , when a Man begins to Wreſtle 
with it ſo late as I did. The Hour of my Con- 
vition and Converſion was not yer come, and 1 
was to give other inſtances of the weakneſs and 
blindneſs of Love; for all my reflections ſerv'd for 


nothing more, than to gngage me the more firmly, 


when I imagin'd, I Bad got what I thought I 
ſought after, Among the perſons my Brother 
propos'd to me, he nam'd one who, he ſai”, 
was a perfect Beauty: She was related to Mr. 


Foaquer, whoſe Family began to be in great (re- 


dit, by means of the Abbot Fouquet, a Favourite 
of the Cardinal. The Young Gentlewoman , 


was the Daughter of a Lawyer, Born in Br:t427, * 


and though her Father was a Practitioner, his 
extraction was not ordinary; it being cuſtomary 
for the younger Sons of good Houſes is that Fro- 
vince, to wear the long Robe. This Lawyer, b2- 
ſides that he was a very good Gentleman, paſt 
for an extraordinary Rich Man; and this Marci 
my Brother preter'd to all that he had recommend- 
ed to me, in hopes *twou'd be of Service to our 


Family, by means of the Favour and ſupporc or | 


that of Fouquet. I did not much conſider the 
conſequences of the Marriage; the Girl was 
Young, and I muſt confeſs, I was a little appre- 


henſive of her Beauty. I cou'd not ſuppoſe a 
'G 4 You"3 
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Young and a Handſome Woman was ; ſhe that had 
all the Qualities necefſary to make me happy : And 
was afraid of the Fortune of thoſe * 4 liar 
who are oblig d by the Youth and Beaury of their 
Wives, to become their Tutors and Guardians, 
The buſineſs ſtopt here, the Girl was newly come 
out of the Country; 1 had not yet ſeen her, and 
was not very defirous to ſee her, being not very 
tond of the Marriage. 

One Day, asI was going over Red. Bridge, I ſaw 
a Coach overturn, and three Women taken out 
of it with difficulty ; [ was alone in mine, and [ 
thought I cou'd do no lefs than offer it to the La. 
dies; the eldeſt of 'em accepted of my Compli. 
ment the more readily, becauſe, as ſhe ſeid, the 
was oblig'd to go that very Moment to a certain 
place, where ſhe was expected about an Emer- 
gent Affair; ſheask*d pardon for the ſreedom ſhe 
us'd, and ſtepping into the Coach, one of her 
Company ſtopt her, ſaying, ſhe wou'd not follow 
her, nor owe me ſuch an obligation. I as ſur: 
priz d at her refuſal, and looking upon her, 
tound her tobe the moſt ſhining and Lively Beau- 
ty Jever ſaw , ſhe feem'd in ſome diſorder after 
what ſhe had done and! fancy'd ſhe did not care 
to lock me in the Face, She that accepted my offer 
chang'd her mind, upon what che other that re- 
fus a. it ſaid to her; the thanked me, and ſaid, 
ſhe d ſtay till her own Coach was refitted. No, 
Madam, I reply'd, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, 
take mine; and tell me, how I have deſerv'd, that 


the. Charnung Perſon who ſtop'd you, ſhow'd de- 
prive 
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ive me of the Honour you wou'd do me. She 
{mil'd, and anſwer'd, III aſture you ſhe's very 
angry with you : She's Handſome enough to be 
ſought after, and I ſuppoſe the does not take you 
fora Friend of hers, I, Madam ( aid I inter- 
rupting her) I don't believe I had ever the Ho- 
nour to ſee her before, at leaſt, Pm ſure, I never 
ſaw any thing ſo Fair as ſhe. Perhaps, ſays the 
Lady, in the ſame tone, *tis that very thing which 
offends her: She has been in Paris {ix Weeks, 
and can't think that ſo Gallant a Man as you, 
ought to have ſtay'd ſo long without ſeeing her. 
pray, Mother, ſaid the Young Lady, don't let us 
keep the Gentleman any longer: Re has, without 
doubt. other affairs on his Hands, than to trouble 
himſelf about us. I anſwer'd her, No, Madam, you 
muſt accept the offer Which the Lady your Mo- 
ther was ſo kind not to refuſe, and let me know 
what I have done to make you ſo much my Ene- 
my. I Sir, ſhe reply'd, wowd only fave you 
ſo much pains, and I know well enough, tit 'wis 
not about ſuch Country Girls as | that you trau- 
ble your ſelf. She ſeem'd, in ſaying theſe words, 
to reproach me; and | was equally ſurpriz'd and 
confounded, I fpoke fo many ſoit things to her, 
and made ſo many Compliments to her Mother, 
that at laſt they accepted of my offer, and I car- 
yd 'em, Whither their buſineſs call'd them. On 
the way, I underiiood that this fair one was 
Fouquet's Kinſwoman ; the term of Country 
Girl, which ſhe repeated ſeveral times with at- 
fectation, put me in mind, that I had indeed cail'd 
ö | her 
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her ſo, when I refus'd to think of her, before 
had ſeen or known her, I did not queſtion, by 
ſhe had been told, that in diſcourſe with a Friend 
of mine, who recommended her to me, I anſwer 
him, I wou'd not Marry a Country Girl, who 
perhaps might not have common ſenſe. This wa 
repeated to her Word for Word, and this made 


her ſo angry with me : So dangerous *tis to ſpeak 


without conſideration before one's beſt Friends, 
and at a venture to talk injuriouſſy of Perſons we 
never ſaw. I parted from her, making a Thouſand 


offers of Services, and I doubted not, I had ſuff. 


ciently repair'd the injury that ſome one or other 


had doneme with her. 


When I was alone, I felt my ſelf ſenſibly 
touch'd by the Beauty of this Girl : The little 
vexation ſhe gave me, made me think the better 
of her ; I found her to be Witty in every thing 
ſhe ſaid, and her Merit appear'd to be above her 


Tears I lookt upon our meeting, as unavoidable 
' Deſtiny, and from that Minute grew deſperately 
in Love. There appear'd neither Humour nor 
Vanity in her Anger; and ] fancy'd, ſhe thouglit 


me worthy of her, or ſhe wou'd not have been 
angry that I had not (een her ſooner, after the 
propoſals that had been made to me concerning 
her; for her Mother agreed to the propoſitions, 
and ſhe not ignorant of it. In ſhort, I was at laſt 
caught in the ſnare, and believ'd I had found 
what I ſought for. 1 went the next Day to ſee 
my Brother, and without telling him what had 
happened to me the Day before; I told him L had 
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conſider d his advice, and agreed with him that 
Mr. Fouquets Kiniwoman was the moſt proper 
Match I coud think of; and that I deſir'd he wou'd 
demand her of her Parents for me. My Brother (aid, 
he wou'd loſe no time in it; that he wou'd fee the 
Abbot Fouquet, and in the mean while, it might 
not be 1mpreper for me to viſit the Young Gen- 
tlewoman. He promis'd to procure nie an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing her,and wou'd immediately go to 
the Abbot and talk to him abour it. Being impatient 
to ſee the Charming Maid, ard tearing the op- 
portunity my Brother talkt of, wowd not 
happen ſo ſoon asI wiſhd, I told him 1 had already 
ſeen her, and by what means I light upon her; 
he Laught at me, and ſaid, he perce:v'a now 
what had determin'd me to the Merriape, telling 
me, he perceivd 1 thou'd be Mad and Amorous 
as long as I Livd; he caution me not to thew 
my ſelf either the one or tlie other, for {car itie LAH] 
and her Friends ſhou d be ſurpriz d to find that l 
was ſo much in Love in lo little time; they word 
then apprehend that 'twas too Hot to laſt : For he 
that wowd Marry, ought to beware of nothing 
more than to ſhew too much Paſſion tor the Perion 
he wou d eſpouſe. From thence he ſaid arote all 
the unhappy Marriages in the World; becatiie the 
more the Woman believes that hier Husband is 
| Paſſionately in Love with her, ſhe is the lef: care- 
ful of her behaviour towards him. Shel} abuſe his 
Paſſion for her, and wou'd think her telt injur'd 
and contemnd if any of his firſt Heat fails, and he 
has the leaſt degree of Coldneſs in his Conduct: 
| 1 Beſides, 
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' Beſides, tis impoſſible for a fierce flame to laſt 
a long time with equal violence, and as ſoon as 
ever it abates, the Wife cannot, without difficulty, 
digeſt the change. 
Nothing cou'd be more wiſe , nor more to the 
purpoſe, than theſe councels, had they been given 
to a Man capable of receiving em. I aſſur'd my 
Brother I was not that Amorous Perſon he tonk 
me for; and if I were, I wou'd not ſee my Mi. 
ſtreſs any oftener than he ſhou'd think convenient, 
He anſwer-d, 1 ſhou'd do well td be as good as 
my Word; and as ſoon as he had ſeen the Ab. 
bot Foxquet, and talkt to her Mother, he wou'd 
order the matter ſo, that I ſhow'd have as many 
opportunities to ſee the young Lady as I woud, 
he again caution'd me as to my Conduct, and bad 
me remember his advice, ſaying, I was now too old 
to be Extravagant, and to be guilty of the Follies in 
which I had ſpent my Youth. He added, the whole 
Town wou'd make a jeſt of me, if I appeard asAmo- 
rous at Thirty five asI was at Twenty. He left me 
preſently after, and I hearker'd ſo little to his 
wholeſome Councel, that I went directly from him 
to my Miſtreſs : I ſaw nothing inconvenient in this 
viſit, I imagind 'twou'd be attributed to pure good 
manners; but happen what wou'd, I was no 
longer my own maſter ;. and I believe, that if my 
Life had lain at ſtake, I ſhou'd not have been fe. 
ſolute enough, to have paſt that Day without 
ſeeing the Perſon with whom I was ſo much 


Charm'd. 
| How- 
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However, I fancy'd they wou'd take my Viſit, 


found I had to do with People wiſer than my 


ſelf. I was inform'd, that neither ſhe nor her 
Mother was at Home, tho knew that both of 
em were within: This Refuſal put me in Mind 
of my Brother's Advice, and hinder'd me from 
preſſing to be admitted, ſo earneſtly as 1 deſir'd. 
return'd full of a real Diſpair, and I am ure, 
if 1 ſhou'd fay all that I ſuffer'd that Day by 
being forbid a Sight of the Perſon without 
whom I cou'd not live, the World wou'd laugh 
at me; for I was never more a Fool in all my 
Life. A Man of my Character is very much to 
be pity'd when he's in Love; and I wonder it 
did not make me more wretched than I was. I 
own, I might have been more wiſe, cou'd | have 
been leſs fond; but I valu'd my ſelf on my Fond- 
neſs, and was falſly perſwaded in my ſelf, that 
a Man of Honour ſhoud ſpare for nothing to ſhew 
his Paſſion to the Woman he loves. Wis 
The next Day my Brother acquainted me, he 
wasafraid my Marriage with that young Lady 


was not feaſible ; for the Marqueſs de Bele- 


fonts, who was engag'd to another Kinſwoman 
of Mr. Fouquets, had ſeen the Lawyers Daugh- 
ter, and *rwaslikely that he wou'd prefer her to 
the other; tho? the Marqueſies Eſtate was not 
greater than mine, yet he doubted not both the 
Mother and the Daughter wou'd hearken to this, 
if he addreſt himſelt to my Miſtreſs, becauſe he 
was a Favourite at Court, and had behav'd him- 
ſelf ſo prudently, that there was not fo — to 
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fear of him, as of me, whoſe Adventures were 
the Talk of the Town. My Brother bid me let 
him alone in the Management of the Buſinels , 
and if that Girl was given to Bellefonrs, he wou'd 
procure the Marquiſfes firſt Miſtreſs for me, who 
wou'd be a ous, better Match, being more near. 
ly related to Mr. Fouquet, whoſe Name ſhe bore. 
I did not at all like my Brother's Propoſal ; 
The Lady whom he wou'd have me take, if the 
Marquiſs de Bellefonts left her, was a Woman who 
had no fault but her want of Beauty , But alas! 
had ſhe been as Fair as an Angel, l had already 
choſen elſewhere, and was in Love. This was 
not the only reaſon that made me diſlike my 
Brother's Diſcourſe : I was very much diſpleasd, 
that it ſhou'd be ſaid the Marquiſs had behav'd 
| himſelf better than I. is true, I did not know 
of any Amours he had had : But he was the moſt 
irregular Man in the World for Play. He Gam'd 
without Reaſon and without Meaſure, a Vice, 
which in my Opinion, was more to be fear'd than 
my Love of Women. Beſides, I was ſo well ſa- 
tisfy d, this inclination of mine was no Vice, that 
I wou'd not have exchang'd my Management for 
his, tho the World might not judge as I did. He 
was thought Prudent, and I Debauch'd, and we 
muſt own, that there's no ſort of Extravagance 
ſo injurous to a Mans Fortune, as the, Love of 
Women. 
I told my Brother 'twas baſe to * the Mar- 
quils de Bellefont's Leavings; that I dbelievd 
3 twou'd be belt to hinder his having the Yourg 
Gen- 
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Gentlewoman, whom he wou'd have me give up 
to him. In order to which, *twas neceſſary I 
ſhou'd fee her, and I hop*d ſhe wou'd like me 
detter than my Rival. My Brother oppos'd this 
Deſign ; yet at laſt he ſubmitted, ſeeing I was 
bent upon it, and fearing I ſhou'd be Guilty of 
ſome Ind iſcretion if he oppos'd me, I went from 
him to my Miſtreſſes Mother, and not being able 
to find her at Home, Iran after her to the Church, 
where I heard ſhe was gone to her Maſs, I 
waited for her when ſhe came out, and gave her 
my Hand to lead her Home. By the Way, I told 
her, I did not doubt ſhe had been inform'd that 
my Brother had demanded her Daughter for me. 
She reply'd, ſhe had heard ſomething of it, but 
ſhe did not meddle in the Matter, thatit belong'd 
to her Daughter and her Relations, to whoſe 
Choice ſhe ſhou'd willingly Conſent : If it fall 
upon me ſhe ſhou'd be glad, and wou'd not diſ- © 
ſerve me in it. I beg'd her to let me ſee her 
Daughter ; ſhe preſented her tome, and left me 
with her. I aſſur'd the lovely Maid, that I was 
heartily ſorry for having fo long deferr'd doing my 
ſelf the Honour of ſeeing her ; that I was now 
come to make amends for the little haſte I fhew'd 
in paying her my Duty to ſee her, and be ac- 
quainted with her, and that I cou'd not do it bet- 
ter than by giving my ſelf upto her; that I had 
taken the Liberty to ask her in Marriage of thoſe 
that had the Diſpoſal of her, but I wou'd hope 
for nothing without her Approbation , that [ 
knew ſhe had already made the Marquiſs de Bel- 

lefonts 
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lefonts inconſtant, but believ'd ſhe wou'd not 
accept of a Man for her Husband, who Was ca- 
pable of ſuch infidelity ; nor do 10 great an in- 
jnry to her Kinſwoman. She anſwer d, that 
the Marquiſs de Bellefonts had not been mention 

to her; that ſhe lookt upon him as a Man en- 
gag'd elſewhere, and what I had told her was 
News to her. She wou'd - ſubmit to thoſe 
who were to ſettle her in the World, and wou'd 
obey them as ſoon as they-ſhou'd ſpeak of it to 
her. How, Madam, ſaid I, Wou'd you take a 
Husband in this Manner, without conſulting 
your Heart, or your inolination? Do you know 
that Marriage is the greateſt and the moſt terri- 
ble Affair of your. Life, and that you alone have: 
Right to decide in it? I will not diſſemble with 
vou, my Happineſs centers in having you for my 


Wite; yet I will never think on't, unleſs you 
order me to do it. I talk to you only, to know 


what I have to depend on: Conſider with your 
elf, be ſincere, and I ſwear, if I am not agree. 
able to you, I'll be gone, and ſatisfie my ſelf 
with adoring you, without ſeeing you, or com- 
plainingof you. I aſſure you, the reply'd, theſe 
generous. Sentichents are very pleating to me; 
give me Time to think upon it, and in the mean 
while depend ont, I never will Marry the 
Marquiſs de Bellefonts. I ſuppoſe thoſe that told 
you ne had any thing to ſay to me, meant to a. 
buſe you: However, be it as it will, reſt fatis- 
fied, I love my Kinſwoman too well to deprive 


her of her Gallant. This Anſwer charm'd 10 
e I as 
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ask leave to viſit her, and openly to wait 
upon her. She told me I forgot what 1 ſaid juſt 
now, and that we had agreed ſhe ſhou'd have 
time to conſult her inclinations, before I declard 
my ſelf further, ſhe wou'd not make any De- 
lays in giving me Satisfaction, and pray'd me to 
take no Notice of our Converſation together. 1 
left her, proteſting I wou'd expect her Reſoluti- 
on, as that which were to give me Life or Death. 
The more I reflected on the Proceedings of 
this lovely Perſon, the more I found her worthy 
of my Devotion. Icou'd.not queſtion her want 
of Wit, and her deſiring to conſider with her 
ſelf, whether ſhe cou'd love me, before ſhe ſuf- 
fer d me to Court her, ſeem'd to me, to be an In- 
ſtance of Wiſdom, much above her Years. 1 
perſwaded my ſelf ſhe muſt have a good Opini- 
on of me, to deal ſo by me, and cou'd not help 
blaming the Conduct of thoſe young Women, 
Who are afraid of ſpeaking their Minds, and 
Marry without conſidering whether they are, or 
are not, in Love; I imagin'd my Miſtreſs bad 
more Senſe than otliers of her Sex, for belie- 
ving Marriage to be a Buſineſs which required De- 
liberation; and I doubted not, if after the had 
deliberated upon it, ſhe would determine the 
matter in my Favour, I ſhou d be one of the hap. . 
peſt Men living, which may ſerve to give a Judg- 
= of the Impatience I was in to have her An- 
wer. 5 Fe | 
The Reader muſt not think I paſt my Time of 
Expectation very quietly ; nor that 1 did not in the 

Part 2. H | in- 
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interim, ſhew her New Marks of my Love. 
invented a hundred Pieces of Gallantry, which 
gave the World to underſtand I was in Love with 


her. She her ſelf, had the greateſt Reaſon to 


believe it of any one; neither did ſhe make any 


Doubt of it: And on my fide, I had Cauſe to 
ſuppoſe ſhe thought my Affections real and per. 
fet; for when ſhe gave her Anſwer, ſhe aſſurd 


| 7 me, ſhe thought 1 was more capable than any 
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Man of making her happy; and ſhe-weu'd not 
obſtruct our Marriage, if her Relations approvd 


I Then fancy'd my ſelf on the Pinicle of Felici. 
ty : For every thing was prepar d to my Purpoſe 
with her Relations, and we had nothing to do 
but to be Marry*'d. When three or four Days after- 
wards1 went to wait upon her and found her very 
melancholly, ſhe wou'd not tell me the Occabon, 
but lock'd her ſelf up in her Chamber, leaving me 
with her Mother, who ſpoke to me as fol 
lows : Rox ot 1 5 

I I will not diſſemble with you, Sir, you ſeem 
to be a Man of too much Honour, and too much 
concern'd for my Daughter's Wellfare, to oppoſe 
her Advancement. Mounſieur, the Prince of — 
is in Love with her: He has declar'd himſelh, 
to her, and to her Friends, and waits for out 
Anſwer to Marry her in Form, anſwerable to fi 
Rank, Tho? he is a Stranger, yet being a 90 
vereign, his Quality gives my Daughter a Vie 
of ſucha High Station, that ſhe wou'd be mad 
net to except of him: Nothing hinders her 8. 
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ith 


( ng ) 
ving him her Hand, but her Engagements with 
you. To remove this Impediment, I have aſſur d 
her, if you really love her, you will be the firſt 
to adviſe her not to loſe an Opportunity of rai- 
ſing a Fortune ſo much above her Hopes. Thus 
did her Mother ſpeak to me, and I fancy'd, at 


| firſt, that what ſhe ſaid was meer Pleaſantry, to 


try how I wou'd bear it ; butthe Thing was too 
true: And what a dreadful Revolution was this, 


fora Man in Love. I ask'd ſeveral times what 


her Daughter ſaid to it? I was anſwer'd, that 
ſhe ſhou'd come and tell me her ſelf, and accor- 
dingly ſhe came. - I look'd on her without ſaying 
a Word, ſhe alſo remain d Mute for ſome time; 
at laſt: ſhe 1 * Silence, and told me, you can- 
not doubt, Sir, that I have not a Value for you, 
by the Conſent I gave to your Propoſal of Mar- 
riage ; but I alſo aſſure, my ſelf, you have 
too much Reaſon to oppoſe the Fair Occuſion 
that preſents in my Favour. If 1 had valu'd you 
leſs, I wou'd have refus'd to have ſeen you, vs 
things ſtand at preſent : On the contrary, I was 
willing to tell you, my ſelf, that the good Opi- - 
nion you have given me of you, will not ſuf- 
fer me to ſuſpect that you willdefire any thing of 
me prejudicial to my intereſt. Thoſe Words 
ſiruck me almoſt dead. I was amaz'd to find 
ſhe had already reſolvd what todo: The Hopes 
of beinga Princeſs had ſo dazled her, that ſhe 
was not a Moment in Suſpence. I held down - 
my Read, and roſe up, ſaying, No, Madam, 1 
will be no Obftacle to ſuch a Glorious Fortune 
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for you; grant Heaven that you may find ' as 
much Happineſs in it as vou might ha ve found 
elſewhere. Having ſaid theſe Words, I went 

out of the Room, and ſhe ſhew'd no diſpoſition 


I repented then, that T had follow'd my Bro- 
thers advice no better; I was Heartily vex'd that 


I indeed was, and had appear .d to be ſo much in 
Love with a Young Woman that had not a Mi- 


nutes diſpute with her ſelf in my Favour. ] 


been infinitely oblig'd to ſee her reduc'd to: 


ſo reſolute, as to have taken me rather than ſo 
Advantageous a Match, ſhou'd I have been ſo 


thought? 


Man, lookt leſs dreadful, . when I conſiderd 
't was a Sovereign, and that nothing lower than 


( 116 ) 


to detain me 


ſpent a whole Day in Contriving how to croſs 
her Martiage with the Prince, and ſhou'd have 


condition that might make her glad to return 
to me. My Anger wore off in time, I Condemmd 
my ſelf for thoſe mean thoughts, - Ought l to 
blame her, ſaid I to my ſelf, for preferring a 
Prince, who will make her a Sovereign, to a man 
who ean very little mend her Fortune ? Since I 
Love her,ought not 1 to deſire that ſhe may be as 
Happy as ſhe deſerves to be? If ſhe had been 


baſe as to have agreed to ſuch a Sacrifice ? I have 
Sworn to her, I Lov'd her for the ſake of her ſelf, 
wou'd I have deceiv'd her, or did I ſpeak as | 


Here I ended the reflections, and it ſeem'd as 


if my Soul was in a Calm after a Storm that had 
ruffled it. The Idea of her Marrying to another 


ſuch 
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ſuch an Elevation cou'd have Raviſh'd her from 


me, I own I was a ſufferer; yet Ifelt a ſecret 
pleaſure in doing a Generous Action, in Sgeri- 
ficing my Love to her Fortune, 1 was Ambitious 


of having the Glory of this Sacrifice, and the 


next Day went to her again. I told her, that the 
Day before I had not been my own Maſter, and 
thought 7 ſhou'd have Dy'd with Sorrow and 


Diſpair; but at laſt, 7 had overcome my weak- 


neſs, a d now waited upon her, to rejoyce 
with her on the Rank, to which ſhe was a- 
bout to be advanc'd ; and that inſtead of oppo- 
fing it, 1 wou'd give my Life to ſee her ſettled 
with ſo much Glory, She ſeem'd to hearken 
little to what I ſaid, being wholly taken up with 
preparations for her Nuptials, about her Dreſs, 


and the Ornaments of her Wedding. I was go- 


ing to complain of it to her, when the inter- 
rupted me thus: Since youare fo fond of having 
us oblig'd to you for the concern you have for our 
welfare, Pray, Sir, come here no more, leaſt 
your Preſence may raiſe ſuſpicion: I aſſure you 
I will not be ungrateful, and as occaſion offers, 
will make you ſatisfaction for what you have 
done for me. 1 0 J 

Theſe Words rais'd my Chollera ſecond time, 
I went out of the Room more haſtily than I had 


done before, and 1 confeſs, 1 cou'd more eaſily 


forgive her preterring the Prince to me, than her 


Application about Trifles, when ſhe ſhou'd have 


heard what I had to ſay to her. I thought that 


the moſt reaſonable Maid in the World, might 
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be 2mbitious enough to loſe no opportunity of 
being a Princeſs; but I cou'd not think that any 
reaſonable Woman cou'd be ſo buſie about preps. 
rations fora Wedding, as to forget Decency and 
good Manners I began to think ſhe had not ſo much 
merit as I once belie vd the had, and that ſhe muſt 
certainly love Trifles and Vanity, to prefer Orna. 
ments to Gratitude it being her duty to have us 
me better, ſince t was the laſt time was to ſee her, 
This opinion work'd more with me towards alter 
ing my mind, than her haſty Conſent to a Marriage 
that diſtroy d all my hopes of her; and con. 
cluded, that the fault which one ought leaſt to 
Pardon in the Sex, is that trifling Spirit which 
makes them fond of great Settlements, rather 
out of Vanity and Pride, than out of Opinion 
that they are more ſolid than little ones. 

I was glad to diſcover a defect in her, which 
rendred her leſs Lovely; I ſuppos d, fince ſhe 
Was of ſuch a temper, I ſhou d have been plagu'd 

with her had ſhe been my Wife. All this toge. 
ther comforted me for the loſs of her; and 
though at the bottom, I was griev'd and ver 
to ſee her about, Marrying another Man, I fat 
cy'd 'twas not fo much, becauſe I ſtill Lov'd he, 
as becauſe tis a mortifying thing to give place 
I thought I was cur'd, or in a fair way to be 
cur d of the Paſſion I had for her; and to ny 
thinking, had play'd my part like a Gallant Man. 
Yet 7 ſoon found that I was a perfect Stranger t0 
myſelf, and was never more Amorous nor mot 
Fond. Her Marriage with the Prince was — 
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off by remonſtrances made to him, on an alliance 
ſo much below him; or rather by the Incon- 
ſtancy and Infidelity of the Prince, For J all 
along © believ'd he had propos d the Marriage 
only to deceive the Young Lady, and endeavour 
by that means to gain her affections. Be it as it 
will, the matter came to nothing; the Prince re- 
turn'd into his owa Territories, and inſtead of 8 
all the ſine hopes he flatter'd the Damſel 
with, he left her nothing but a preſent which 
ſhe was ſo generous as to refuſe. _ | 
As ſoon as I heard the Marriage was broken 
off, J felt the greateſt Joy lever taſted in my 
Life : I imagin'd 'twas only the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing the Girl Mortifi'd, that was the occaſion of it; 
but 7 ſuddenly perceiv d my Joy had another 
Motive. I had not the patience to ſtay till I was 
ſent for; I ran haſtily to her Mother's Houle; and 
when I faw her, was more eager than ever to 
Marry her. I fram'd a Thouſand excuſes for ner 
in my mind, to extenuate her guilt in lier Carriage 
towards the prince; I forgot how ſhe treated ine 
the laſt time I ſaw her. I did not think *twas any 
ſhame to Court her again, ſince Thad not thought 
it ſhameful to reſign her to another: The 
Quality of a Prince made all things excuſable. _ 
ThusI argud like a blind Lover, who believes 
what he wiſhes. I had been well, had | been 
more Wiſe and more Fooliſh, ſince I was ſo pru- 
dent to give place to her Advantageous Match, 
I ought to have had the Prudence to have ſtaid 
till theyſent for me; or ſince I was ſo Fooliſh as to 
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| run after her, I ſhoud have been enough, ſo 
not to give place to any one, My behaviour 
- convinc'd her that I was Amorous and Tractable, 
=» two Qualities Which à Wife very often abuſes. 
When my Miſtreſs ſaw I came again to her, 

and as much in Love as before, ſhe carry 'd her ſelf 
more tenderly than ſhe had hitherto done : She 
4 told me ſhe had not had a Moments Joy or 
Quiet all the while the was in expecta tion of 
i Marrying the Prince; that ſhe conſented to 
it in appearance, only in obedience to the Com. 

mands of her Friends; that ſhe knew well that 
the affair wou'd break off, be 
lung it ſhou'd be ſo, in ſhort, that ſhe was re- 
1 fol d to be no Bodies, or to be mine. 

Tas eaſie, with the little ſenſe I had left, to ſee 
the falſhood ofthis fair diſcourſe, had 7 not been 

Hood winkt by my Paſſion, unwilling to open 
my Eyes. I reply'*d, as if every word ſhe ſaid had 
been arve; and I conjur'd her to give leave that 
$a 1 fhowd preſs the concluſion of our Marriage: 
ewas ſoon concluded. My Brother found his Ad- 
|. yantagein'being ally d to Mr. Fouquet, and beſides, 
| 4 de ſaw I was ſo much in Love, he 'perceiv'd 

, _twou'dibe in vain to oppoſe a Paſſion in which 


"8 


5 -tils. 
* We were in the end Married , . and the 0 
Auence of all my fine deliberations, to proceed 


-with prudence, was only to follow the dictates 
of a Paſſion, which did not ind in Marriage 
| = as the 


cauſe ſhe was wil. 


I had made * little uſe of his wholſome a. 


in the Negotiation of this my ſecond Settlement 


N 121 5 
the means to lat isfie me, nor to make my ſelf be. 
loyd. 

The Wo man 7 Marry -d perhaps wow'd have 
been more ſollicitious to pleaſe me, had ſhe been 
leſs certain that ſhe was belov'd, but we were 


ſcarce got together, before perceiv'd ſhe pre- Y 2 


ſum'd too much on my Weakneſs, and on my 
Love. The Match ſhe was in hopes of with the 
prince, made her intollerably vain; and ſhe did not 
forget to reproach me that I was the cauſe of her 
lofing it. In a word, I was not as happy as 1 
expected to be, and found, to my coſt, that I 
ſtood in need of all my ſtrength, and diſſimula- 
tion, toLive well with a Wife, who every Day 
hew'd the little regard ſhe had for me. 
Timagin'd that her only reaſon for uſing me ſo, 
was to increaſe my Paſſion, and to ſee what ſhe 
cou'd bring me to. I had indeed given her too much 
ground to believe I was not ſuch a Man as ſhe 
wou'd have a Husband be, over whom ſhe in- 
tended to Tyrannize; and he was ſo well fatisfi'd 
of it, that ſhe ſoon began to exerciſe a ſevere do- 
minion over me. What a Mortification was it 
to me to be governd by a Wife, after the expe · 
tience I had of the Sex, yet this was no more 
than a beginning of the troubles ſne was to 
give me. J met with others afterwards, which 
taught me throughly the truth of what my 
Brother preach'd to me before 7 Courted her; 
That the firſt thing a Man ought to keep from a 
Woman he intends to make his Wife, is the know- 
ledge of his Paſhon f for 3 and that he is Blind 
enough 
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enough not to ſee her Fault; or Foolich enough 
to Love her though he ſees them, Inſtead of 
the happineſs I had in view, by Marrying the 
Handſomeſt Woman Jever ſaw in my Life, I found 
my ſelf now under the hard conſtraint of always 
diſſembling my reſentment, and to endure her 
Tyranny without complaining, for fear of her 
Relations. Her Beauty that appear d ſo Lovely to 
me, loſt its graces, when 7 conſider d it belong'd to 
a Perſon whoſe demeanour was ſo Odious; and 
T learnt by woeful experience, that the greateſt 
Beauty cannot make amends for a Perſons ill Hu. 
mour: But the greateſt Beauty on the contrary 
is ſully d by an ill diſpoſition. I got nothing by 
Marry ing ſo Fair a Lady, but more cauſe of in- 
 quietude , and ſuch was my Misfortune, that 
though my Wife was not Handſome for me, ſhe 
ſeem d too Handſome for others. This Marriage 
| was ſtill more Unfortunate than that in Poland; 
4 I got a Woman of the ſame Temper , but what 
=  'mademe much more a Subject of Pity was, that 
l durſt not make fo much noiſe of it as I did then. 
4 as willing to be thought more Prudent; and 
beſides, I muſt obſerve my Meaſures with he: 
Fmity, which oblig'd me to have an Eye upon 
all my Actions. I was forc'd to put up my For 
tunes without ſo much as Muttering; and fot 
above Six Years I durſt not ſpeak a Word of 
but was compellId to ſuffer all the Torments «i 
SPrpite, Jealouſie, Reſentment and Conſtraint i 
Which a poor diſcontented Husband is expos'd. 
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of my Bride. I anſwer d him, he knew nothing 
Marriage; if he ſupposd a Man was ſo fond of a 


(123) 

The time and the cares that this Marriage took 
up, kept me in Paris a good part of the dummer. 
Tho? I had a Furlo for the whole Campaign, yet I 
was ſcarce Marry'd before I wou'd fain have put 
my ſelf at the Head of my Regiment, It ſerv'd 
in Monſieur de Turennes Army, which, as twas re- 
ported, were to beſiege Montmeaj. We were not 
very fortunate in the beginning of this Campaign, 


and I was not very ſorry that I did not ſerve in it. 
Me loſt St. G«:#4iz, and were forc'd to raiſe the 


Seige of Cambray. I did not doubt but we ſhowd 

beſiege ſome place or other to repair the loſs, and 
1 was willing to have my ſhare in the Action. The 
Abbot Fouquet put me off it, by telling me, that 
ſince I cou'd not Live without ſomething to do, he 
wou'd find out an employ for me, with which [ 
ſhou'd not be diſpleas d; he wou'd have propogd 
it before, had he not beleiv'd I ſhou'd have been 


loath to have been torn ſo ſoon from the Arms 
of 


Wife, as to neglect an Opportunity of acquiring 


Glory. That was a fault which was only Pardon- 
able in Lovers; Marriage was of another kind, 
and ſuch was the fatality of this engagement, that 
the moſt happy Husbands rejoyce ſometimes to 
be out of their Wives fight : Tho? I ſaid this ſmiling, 
yet the Abhot miſtruſted that I began to grow | 
Wea! 
talk ſe 
duell a manner as might perſwade him that I 


of mine, and that 1 was in the wrong to 
to him. He chid me for it: I reply d in 


weünt only to ſhew him, how the moſt agreable 
c engagements 


I (124) - 
eapagementscowd not make me in Love with Idle. 
neſs. Notwithſtanding the Colour I wou d haveput 
upon whatl ſaid, either the Abbot told it abroad ot 
the ſurprize People had to hear I ask d leave to he 
gone ſo ſoon from one I had expreſs d ſo much Love 
for, gave occaſion to ſeveral reports that we did 
not love one another, and rais d ſeveral Ridiculous 


ſtories about us. Which convinced. me, that a Hus. 


band can never enough diſſemble the diſquiets of 
Matrimony; for if there's the leaſt ſubject from his 
on confeſſionſto think he lives uneaſie at home te 
World will never have done with it, and make ten 
times more of it than really it is: The Man is not 
ſpar d in the ſcandalous Chronicle, and much leſs the 
Woman. I was amaiz'd to hear what they ſaid with 
relation to my Marriage, that I had only the Prin. 
ces leavings, and tho I had no reaſon to believe 
my Wife had given any cauſe for ſuch a reflection, 
Tcou'd not help being concern id at it, which made 
me endure her Imperious humour with the le; 
Patience. When ſuch a report ſpreads, tis no mat. 
ter whether a Woman is Innocent or not, tis e. 


nough to allarm the Husband that her Vertue is; 


attach d by the Publick, tho? without any founda. 
tion. Men, as ſoon as they are Marry'd, have 
Weakneſſes and Viſions, of which one wou'd not 
think reaſonable Creatures were ſuſceptable. 
The Abbot Fouquet ſeeing me reſolute, not to 
live idly, commended me very much, and ac- 
1ainted me, that he had propos d me to the Car- 
| Amal. as a fit Man to undertake a certain Foreign 
Negotiation; and that his Eminency was of the 


ſame 
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{ame ſentiments. He ſaid the bufineſs was to be 


done in England, and the occaſion of my Voyage 
was. —- a, 

Our Miniſters in France had receiv'd Informa- 
tion that the Spaniards were treating with Oliver 
Cromwell for money and Troops, to poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of ſome of our Maritine Towns, and to 


put them into the hands of the Eugliſb; the 


Cardinal having notice of' this affair, wou'd pre- 
vent it, by offering Cromwell a treaty of the ſame 
nature. He propos d to him, that if he wou'd lend 
us the ſame aſſiſtance the Spaniards deſir d, he 
wou'd order Dan kirł to be beſiegd, and when it 
was taken, it ſhou'd be deliver'd to the Exgliſb. 
To bring this Treaty to a Concluſion, his Eminen- 
cy ſent me to London, the Abbot Foxgqaet informed 
him was ready to depart , the Cardinal in Per- 
ſon gave me my Inſtructions, and Two days at- 
terwards I ſet out on my Journey Ingognito. 
Tperceiv'd by my diſcourſe with the Cardinal, 
that by my Living much abroad, I had got the 
reputation of being a Man fit to Negotiate foreign 


buſineſs, as hath been ſeen; 1 was employ'd 


about affairs very different from thoſe of the State: 
but no Body inquir'd into the courſe of my Life, 
nor the reaſons for which J left France: twas 
ſufficient that I had Liv'd in foreign Courts, to 
have it thought that I had a Tallent for Nego- 
tations ; ſo little is requiſite to get a Mana a 
Name in ſome things, and ſome places: Fortune 
often do's that for him, which gives him the Cha- 
racter of a Politician. Happy if he makes it 

his 


her Lover, had ſet the Quakers againſt his Father, 
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his buſineſs to execute his Commiſſion ſo well 
that by his Conduct he may deſerve the Reputz. 
tion he acquir'd by Chance. 

Twas not difficult for me to ſucceed in the bu. 
ſineſs I went to London about, Daxkirk was a bait 
that ſoon tempted Cromwell to abandon the Sp. 

ni ards, and beſides, he had much more hopes oſ 
the Succeſs of his Troops if they ſerv'd under 
Mr. de Tarenne, than if they were Commanded 
by the Spaniſb Generals, whoſe Power was divided, 
Mr. de Tureunes Fame was ſettled in the World, 
and when Cromwell heard he was the General that 
wou'd Beſiege it, be did not doubt of its being 
taken. I obtain'd all I deſir'd, and in Three 
Months time got the Treaty Concluded and 
Sign'd. Cs. e 

My Unfortunate Stars wou'd not let me make 
this Voyage without a new Intrigue. A few 
Days before I Arriv'd in Exglaud; The chief Con. 
ſpirators in a Plot againſt Cromwell had been cxe. 
cuted : I had heard ſeveral relations of the Con: 
ſpiracy, and among other Circumſtances, this 
was one, That the Perſon who was moſt con. 
_cern'd in it, was a Miſtreſs of Richad Crommel', 

the Protector's Son; who being diſguſted with 


by her Intrigues amongſt them : This Yourg 
Woman was not taken, and no Body knew what 
was become of her. I heard the ſtory more than 
once,and always with very little attention. The 
Protector's Authority ſeem'd indeed to diminiſh, 


thro' the Hate; and Contempt which the * 
/ : q 
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had for his Son Richard. Twas ſaid openly , 
when Oliver dy'd, if he left no other Son to 
maintain his Dignity, he wou'd ſoon loſe it, 
and the King be reftor'd. I have related elſewhere, 
that [had the Honour to be known to the King 
of England, whilſt he was in France, and ev 

report that I heard againſt his Enemies pleas'd 
me. The Day before I left London, a Young 
Engliſh Gentleman came to my Lodgings, and 
beg'd that he might go with me to France; tel- 
ling me,he had the Honour to be a Servant of the 
King of Exglend , and that that Prince wou'd 
think himſelf oblig'd to me for the Service 1 did 
him, in aſſiſting the Youth to get out of England. 
Iask'd who he was? He anſwer'd he wou'd let me 
know as ſoon as he was out of Danger. Thet 
he couw'd not ſtay, nor be ſeen in London, with- 
out Running the Hazard of his Life. Heen- 
treated me, that I wou'd grant him the Favour 
that he requeſted of me, to add another to it, 
and let him Lodge there that Night, and take 


' him with me the next Day. 


This Youth had an Influence upon me, and 
though his Countenance was full of Sorrow , 
I awſo much Beauty in his Face, and ſo much 
Grace in his Air, that I believd he was ſome- 


thing more than he appear'd to be. 


I told him I wou'd Guard him with pleaſure, 
and he ſhou'd depart with me the next Day be- 


times in the Morning; he threw himſelf at my 


Feet to thank me for my kindneſs, and pray'd me 


to let him have ſomewhat to Eat. 1 order'd a 


Supper - 


Ln 
Supper to be got ready for him, and by his dif 
courſe and his behaviour, I was ſatisfi'd, that he 
was well Born and Educated. He Eat but little, and 
was Sick after it; I cou'd not tell what to make 
of this Adventure: I was touch'd with compaſſion 
and took as much care of him as if he had been 
my Son. [did not preſs him to tell me who he was, 
becauſe I perceivd he was uneaſie when I men. 
tion'd it; but when we were come to Dover, I took 
him aſide and pray d him to ſatisfie my Curioſity, 
How was I ſurprizd, when he told me he was a 
Woman, and the very ſame whom I heard to 
have ſo great a ſhare in the Plot. I ſaw then the 
Danger I had brought my ſelf into, hy taking the 
Charge of her as I had done; there was no ap- 
pearance of our being follow'd ; 1affur'd her, 
I rejoyc'd I had an opportunity to carry her ſafe 
out of England, and askt whether ſhe intended 
to go, and what ſhe deſign d to do with her ſelf? 
Shereply'd, ſhe hop'd the Queen wou'd take her 
into her Protect ion. That ſhe had diſcover'd ſe. 
veral Important Secrets, which might help for. 
ward the King's Reſtoration, which ſhe believ'd 
wou d be improv'd in France; for ſhe cou'd not 
think that the French hated the King ſo much as 
not to be willing to Aſſiſt him in recovering his 
Dominions, when a fair opportunity preſented. 
Fadvis'd her to diſcover her ſelf to no Body till 
we were ſafe Arriv'd in France, and I had ſeen 
how ſhe wou'd be receiv'd there, becauſe I was 
apprehenſive, that we having made ſuch an Al: 
Hance with the Protector, ſhe wou'd not _ 


I 

with ſo favourable a Reception as ſhe expected; 
and perhaps it might be thought Criminal in me 
to have brought her over. She anſwer'd, ſhe 
wou'd do as [| wou'd have her; and that ſhe re- 
ſolv'd, if ſhe was not welcome in France, to go 
and ſeek out the King of England in Holland. | 
deſir d her to tell me the particulars of the late 
Cenſpiracy, and ot her ſtare in it; which ſhe 

did, thus : 3 
« My Name is E/zzabeth Darcil, a Name thats 
« ] ſuppoſe is not ſtrange to you, if you ever 
« heard the Story of the late King's Death. My 
« Father was always on the King's ſide, and 
« one of the firſt Victimes that Cromwell ofter'd 
* to his Security, I was ſcarce Thirteen when 
« he was Beheaded: The Counteſs of Shaf:/- 
* bary mediated for Favour for me, and enter- 
© tain'd me at her Houſe Some time after, 
Richard Cromwell became acquainted with me; 
% he Lovd me out of pity to my Mi- fortunes, 
“ and flatter d me with hopes that he wou'd 
Marry me. I can think nothing, but that the 
| © Misfortunes which have ſince befaln me, are 
* a Puniſhment for my Complacency towards 
«* him, I was dazled with the proſpect of being 
* the Protector's Son's Wife, and in this view, 
* forgot who had been my Father's Murderer : 
* The Conntels her ſelf incourag d the Paijion 
"W * and Deſires of this Traytor. She imagin'd that 
" Wl © by making a Sacrifice of me, ſhe ſhou'd fix an 
WW © Intereſt in him, and by his means, procure 
Favours tor her Family. She was the firſt 
— = that 
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c that endeayour'd to extinguiſn the few remuins 
« of Revenge that ſtill burnt in my Breaft; and by 
. her perſwaſions I manag'd my ſelf fo, that he be. 
c. liev'd I Lov'd him: But aſſoon as he had receivd 
« ſome tokens of my affection, I perceivd he ne. 
* pleted me, and talkt no more of Marrying 
« me, as he flatter'd me before he wou'd do. The 
« Counteſs laught at my ſorrow and diſpair on this 
« Occaſion, and at laſt told me, thatꝰtwasan Honour 
« for me to be his Miſtreſs ; that my Fortune 
« wou'd be more ſhining and happy than Ihad 
« reaſon'to expect after the ruin of my Family. 
4 | knewthen that I was betray d, and refoly'd 
« to be reveng d. I had a kinſman whoſe name 
« Was Aſchelay, to whom I confeſt that Richard 
« Cromwell had affronted me. Aſche/ay was a Man 
« ready forany violent attempt,and one that for a 
« long time had been contrivinghow to make him. 
« felf Famous by ſome remarkable blow. He advis d 
me to diſemble, till I had got out of Richard as 
„ much as was neceſſary to forma Conſpiracy, and 
e cut off the Protector when he wou d be eaſi 
« eſt to come at For he ſupposd, that if we were 
« once rid of him, his Faction wou'd die with 
« him. IJ acted my part ſo well, that Richard was 
« deceiv'd ſo far, that he hid nothing from me. 
« He appear'd well enough diſpos d to conſent to 
« his Father's Death, as if he was his greateſt Ene- 


0 my. He complain'd dayly of his ſeverity, and in- 


« deed the Protector was naturally ſevere, beha- 
eving himſelf almoſt as Cruelly to his Son, as 
© he had done to his Sovereign. He was = to 
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« ſee how ill Quallify'd Richard was for State 
Affairs, and hop'd by uſing him ili, and by 
« dint'of reproaches, to make him aſham*d of his 
« Inſufficiency , and bring him up to his mind, 
« You may Imagine, I did what I cou'd tr en- 
& creaſe Richard's diſcontent, and ventur'd one day 
to tell him, that 1 withd ſome body or other 

« wou'd deliver him from ſuch a Father. Pray 
« Heaven, reply'd he, they wou'd ; they might 
« expect from me all that I cou'd do for them if 
« they did me ſuch a piece of ſervice. I reported 
to Aſchelay the Subject of our Converſation , 
"he deſir'd me to bring on the ſame 
% diſcourſe the next time I ſaw him, and 
« in cafei he ſeem'd willing to joyn in a Con- - 
© ſpiracy againſt his Father, to make no ſcruple 

* of diſcovering my ſelf to him; and tell him, 
that T wou'd find out Accomplices to undertake 
* it. *Tis no new thing to hear of a Plot in Eng- 
„and; and Richard had all the Qualities ne- 
* ceſſary for a Plotter; he wascruel, and diflimu- 
* lative, and Aſchelay reſembl'd him in both the 
one and the other, I did as A4{che/ay deſir d 
me, Richard was willing to ſpeak with my Kink 
* man himſelf, and promis'd to faciliate all things 
„towards the Conſpiracy, provided his name 


© was not made uſe of, and Aſchelay wou'd take 


* 1t all on himſelf, The latter met him, and ſwore 
to conceal to the reſt of the Conſpirators, that 
* he was concern'd in the Plot: and *twasagreed' 
between them that the Protector ſhow'd be 
„ killd in his own houſe ; and Richard was to 

| Il 2 * introduce 
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introduce the Conſpirators, and ſhew them 2 
* ſure way to his Cloſet, when he was with⸗ 
drawn thither alone, as he us'd to do, and 
might be attackt deſenceleſs. You ſee, Sir,! 
took a ready way tobe reveng'd on Richard, by 
| Arming him againſt his Father; for I was cer. 
| _« tain, that when his Father was Dead, he wou'd 
not have been left in a, condition to make any 
advantage of his Crime: But wou'd be ſoon 
ſent atter him. Aſchelay having concealed his 
mealures, Try'd to engage all thoſe that he 
couſd find for his purpoſe, Bold, Reſolute Fel. 
lows, among Whom he made choice of ſome 
that did not keep the Secret. The Protector 
vas inform d of the deſign by this means: The 
.* greateſt part of the Conſpirators being engaged 
mim it, out of hopes of reward, tis no wonder 
** ſome of them thought they ſhou'd get more 
by betray ing it. As ſoon as Richard knew his 
** Father had notice on't, he was afraid if Aſche- 
* laj was apprehended, he wou'd diſcover the 
_ "*thare he had in the Plot; to prevent this, he 
got him to be Murderd, and the matter was 
** order d fo, 'twas believ'd he kill'd himſelf, 
* When 1 heard of his Death, I immediately ſu 
« {peed Richard wis the Authour of it; and was 
e apprehentive of the ſame Treatment: I dif- 
„ gusd my ſelf imediately, and ran away in 
4 Man: Hab t not knowinz whit wowd become ei 
„ me The Conſpirators were teiz'd, but none 
f them knowing Richard was in the Plot, only 
© Aſchelay and I were charg'd as the Author of it 
w_— ee 
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4. Aſchel ey s Corps was Hang d upand Quarter'd, 
4 afterwards ſtrict ſearch was made after me aud 


« not being able to find me, the Protector did not 
& trouble himſelf to make any long perquiſition a- 

« hout me. I lay conceal'd in London, till the time 
that youwere ſo generous as to bring me out of 
the City. I hope, not withſtandi g, to be reveng'd 


« as ſoon as I am in a fafe Place; from thence 


« 'I give the Protector information, that his 
« Own Son 'was one of the Conſpirators. 
flere the Young Woman ended her Narration, 


which I ſhou'd ſcarce have have believ'd, had 
'ſhe not given me full Satisfaction in all parts off 


her Relation, which l thought incredible, and 
queſtion'd her concerning them; the ſaid nothing 
ye did not agree with what 1 had heard at 


London; and 1 did not doubt the Truth of her 


Story. She added, that while ſhe was hid in 
London, ſhe liv'd Eight Days without eatirg any 
thing but her Gloves, not daring to truſt her 
ſelf with any one, to procure a bit of Bread: 


That all Day ſhe liv'd in an uninhabited Houſe, 


and fally'd out at Nights to gather Graſs in the 
Neighbouring Fields. which was all the Nouriſh- 
ment ſhe had ; that ſhe was found by ſome Mar- 
ket-Women who were paſſing very early that 
ways to whom ſhe ſaid ſhe was a Lacquey to 
ſuch a Nobleman, and having offended his Ma- 

ſter, was afraid to go Home, leaſt he ſhou'd have 
him Hang d, or ſent to Bridewell, for a Robery, of 
which he was accu: d unjuſtly by his fellow 
Servants. The Old Women had Pity on her, 
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and gave her ſome Bread. She andeefiond by 
them, that a French Man vs returning to Franc, 
. and they adviſing her to get off as one of his 
Train, ſhe followed their Counſel: And ſaying 
theſe Words, ſhe threw her felf at my Feet; 
When | confeſs, felt ſo many different Emotions 
in mv ſelf, at the hearing of her Adventures 
as | had never known the like before. I calld 
to mind what happen d to me, formerly, when 
I fav*d, the. Maid at Charleville, and I imagin'{ 
that 1 felt for the Young Exel. Woman nou, 
what I then felt for the Flemand : In ſhort tua 
impoſſible for me not to love her; her Youth, 
her Beauty, her Condition, which inclin'd me to 
Compaſſion, the continual Careſſes ſhe gave me 
as her Deliverer, the Relation of her Suffering, 
and the Opportunities 1 had of ſeei g her every 
Minute in a Dreſs that excited my Paſſion, all 
theſe incitements kindled a Flame in my Breaſt, 
as fierce as | had ever felt in my Life for any 
Woman. She quickly perceived it, and entres. 
ted me with fo much Tenderneſs, not to abuſe 
her in the Condition ſhe was in, that I treated 
Her with as much Reſpect as if the had been the 
Perſon which I was gre afraid of offending, . 
In the. mean while, my Men gueſt that ſhe was 
a Woman, and we were ſcarce arriv'd at Calai,, 
before t was nois'd about, that I had brought a 
Miſtreſs. with me from London. The News 
got to Paris ſooner than I did, and when I ar- 
rivd there, every Body talk'd to me of her, 
and * to ſee her 1 ks her with a Wome, 
| | VM whole 
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whoſe Husband had been my Servant, and o- 
blig d her not to ſay a Word who twas that 
placed her there; believing that ſhe wou d notbe 
ſeen there, till I had ſpoke to the Queen concer- 
ning her; or ſent her to Holland. If any one 
ask d me what was become of my Miſtreſs, which 
brought, from London? I made as if 1 knew 
nothing of the Matter. My Brother, who had 
heard as well as others, of the Report, ask'd 
me whether I wou'd' always be a Fool And 1 
afſur'd him more poſſitively, thag any Body elſe, 
that twas all a meer Story. The ſame 1 ſaid to 
my Wife, who, to hide her ill Carriage towards 
ne me, took hold of every thing that might give a 
Colour to it, and juſtifie her Complaints of me: 
„She had Gamed inceſſantly in my Abſence, and 
ven return'd, I found her one of the Top 
Gameſters of the Town : She play d away the 
very Money that ſhoud buy her Meat and 
Drink. She always came home in the Morning, 
and went to Bed when others were going to riſe ; 
and I ſeldom ſaw her, unleſs I accidentally met 
| her at a Viſit. This Management of hers, 
ſerv'd to ſet me quite againſt her. Tho' we 
| lodg'd under the fame Roof, we wire Stran- 
gers to one another ; and *twas very ſeldom that 
weexchang'd a Word I was heartily vex'd, yet 
IT durſt not reſent it, leaſt her Relations ſhou'd 
take her Part; and the little Inclinacion I had ro 
make a Noiſe, oblig d me to diſſemble. I only 
obſery'd her as much as I cou'd, and to prevent 
my entire Ruin I allotted her a Summ for her 
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particular Expences, and took on my ſelf the 
Charge of thoſe ot the Family, She requird 
no more of me, than Iengag'd to give her, which 
made me eaſie on Account of my Intere it; but 
I was never the leſs jealous and uneaſic ; for [ 


believ'd, if fhymanag'd her Money ſo ill, ſhe 


had the leſs Care of her COTS - and that 


others ſupply'd,her with what ſhe was ſo diſcreet 


as not to demand of me, I durſt not dive into 
_ thele- Myſteries : But to be ſure, no Husband, 
Whoſe Wile Games ſo exceſſwely, and fo con- 
tinually, can be very well ſausty'd with her: 
Ze muſt be afraid ot her Purſe or her Honour; 
ſometimes of both 0 em. and if a Woman, 
who plays, is perſwaded that her Husband is 
contented with her, ſhe muſt either be blind ard 
inſenſible her ſelf, or muſt think her Husband (0. 
I was no more troubled with Viſions than another 
Man; yet as much as I refoly'd to be a good Hul- 
band and to think well of my Wife, I cou'd 
not forbear being cnov inc d of ſome things that 
vwou'd Allarm the moſt incredulous Husband in 
the World All that I prayd for, was, that the 
Town might not be as well ſatisfy d inthe Matter 


as I was; I did not value much what I thought 


of her my ſelf, provided other People did not 


think fo. What a ſad Condition does Marriage 
bring one into? Tis in vain to ſay there are 


ſome eaſie Husbands; J am very well aſſur d, 
the moſt eaſie of em all are inwardly vexd; 
and none of em ſo . as they wou'd have us 
95 . * think 
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think they are. There's no Husband eafie, that is 


not afraid of being ſomething worſe. 

No Body will think ſtrange, that conſidering 
what Terms my Wife and I were upon, | gave 
way to my Paſſon for the Woman | brought 
out of England: | ſaw her with the greater Plea- 
ſure, becauſe I ſuppos'd no Body wou'd obſerve 
my Steps, and croſs my Love. She preſt me of- 
ten to ſpeak to the Queen about her, or to let her 
go into Hallaud; but I lov'd her too well to part 


with her. I reſolvd to keep her there, no Perſon 


being ſo likely as ſhe to comfort me amidſt my 
Domeſtick Diſquiets. And to make her love Pa- 
ris, I put her into finer Lodgings, and gave 
her a nobler Equipage; 1 took a Houle ready 
furniſh'd, and enabled her to make a Figure an- 
ſwerable to the Quality ſhe aſſum d. She call'd 
her ſelf the Countefs of Suſſex, and gave out 
that ſhe came to Town the Day before the ap? 
pear d in Publick. 7. Las a] 

. Thoſe that believe Marriage is the way to re- 
caima Man that loves Women, may be unde- 
ceivd by the Follies l was now guilty of; as 
regular as I had been before my Marriage, I ne- 
ver was guilty of half the Extravagancies that 
my Love put me upon for my Exgliſh Miſtreſs, 
except my Adventure at Venice, where I was 


| trickt like a young Man and a Fool. I had 


been at little Expence en the Sex, al- 
ways deſpis*d:thoſe that were, and cou d not ſup- 
pole that *twas poſible for me to have an intrigue 
which I muſt pay for. Matrimony made me 
15 . over 
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overcome this nicety; I was convinc'd 1 cou 

not live without Loving. 1 cou'd not love my 
Wife; and the Tormeats ſhe gave me, encreasd 
my Deſire of ſeeking in ſome other Women, 
tbe Pleaſure and Quiet 1 cou'd not find in her. 
I durſt not appear open in Addreſſes to any Lady 
at Court, for fear my Wife ſhou'd cry out 2. 
gainſt me, and traverſe my Love: This oblig'd 
me to Love ſecretly, and to purchaſe with my 
Money, the Conveniencies of a ſecret Amour. 
The. Exg/iſh Woman ſeem d for my Purpoſe, 1 
loy:d her too well to deny her any thing; and 
fancy d 1 ſhou'd hide my Love better in taking a 
Houſe for her, than if 7 had kept her till in 
Lodging. 15 3 
I bis Expence 


of her Equipage and Maintal 


Nance was enough to ruine me, and l had never 


been fo fooliſh and profuſe, had not my Wik 
ſet me ſuch an ill Example. 1 thought 1 ought 
to ſpare nothing for my eaſe, fince ſhe ſpar d no- 
thing for her Pleaſure. Twas ill argu'd, I ows, 
but a Man does not trouble himſelf much with 
Reaſon, when he ſecks at any Price to ſweeten 
Domeſtick Cares, which, of all others, are moſt 
likely to turn his Brain * 


All the Fruit of this fine Match which ws 
to ſettle me in the World, and cure me of my 
Follies, produce d nothing better, than to make me 
more fooliſh, and more extravagant. Who then 

wou'd Marry to reclaim himſelf from an irregu- 
lar Life? Marriage is only a Remedy to thoſe that 
are inelin d to Change their Heart, repent of 3 
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diforderly Courſes, and chooſe Wives, whoſe 
Examples and Cares may teach 'em tobe wile, 
thoſe only who can reſign themſelves ro Divine 
Providence, and be comforted by rhe Principles 
of Religion, and a good Conſcience, will over- 
come the Troubles which are inſeperable from, 


7 even the moſt Chaſt and Fortunate, Marriage. 

” 1 was in hopes to enjoy, without any diſtur- 
my bance, the Quiet | propos'd to my ſelf, in the 
ur Company of my Engliſb Miſtreſs, 1 made no 
1 ſhew as if 1 knew any thing of her, and viſi- 


mM her only a Nights, which I usd to paſs at 
4 her Lodgings without taking any Body with me. 
” WH However, twas not long before l had new 
Grounds of Diſcontent: The young Woman, 
by the Figure ſhe made, became known in the 
World; the ſaw whom ſhe pleasd, and fear d 
.c little the Effects of my Jealouſie, perceiving by 
my Night Viſits, that fhe had an Advantage o- 


: ver me, and might keep me under. She had her 
q Lovers and her 1ntrigues ; 1 took Notice of it, 


þ and by another Experience learnt, that a Man 
muſt not expe& Tranquility of Mind in ſuch fort 
of Engagements, no more than in Matrimony. 
This wou d for ever have ſet me againſt Women, 
it I had not conſider d, that if a Lover is diſſa- 
tisfy'd with a Miſtreſs, he may more eaſily rid 
himſelf of her than of a Wife, and fo put an 
end to his Trouble; which terminated my Re- 
flexions on the Matter. Ideclard to the Engliſh 
Woman, that I did not like her Carriage ws 

mp tt wards 


received me wery well. He order'd a War. 


n 

Fards me; that being reaſonably diſguſted with 

her, ſhe had forfeired my Protection and my pen. 

ſions. She wept plentifully and I believe I had 

| been Fool enough to have lov'd her ſtill, if ſron- 
ger Reaſons had not prevail'd upon me to part 
with her. RE KO” | 


4 


The Cardinal, at my Return from Erglani, 


rant to be drawn for a Brevet of Marſhal 4: Camp 
for me; and my Fortune was on a way of men- 
ding daily. Theſe Views contributed to my 
| weakneſs in my Expences on the Exgliſb Girl: | 
thought my Treaſure wou'd never be exhauſted, MI 
which is the Fault of moſt Courtiers, they ſpend il + 
upon the Profpe&t of Advancement, and are 
ruind by their Hopes: They anticipate Favour, iſ * 
and if we may ſo ſay, eat the Fruits of it before Ml | 
they are gather C. 1 1 
While I was reckoning on the Hopes which 1 ll | 
had from the Court, Complaints came from 
Cromwell againſt me, that I had ſav'd Mrs, Darci, ] 

\ 

\ 

: 

b 

t 


and carry'd her out of Exgland, tho? ſhe was one 
of the Conſpirators againſt the Protector: Theſe 
Complaints were the more credible, by means of 
the Report, that I had brought a Miſtreſs with 
me from London; and every one believ'd 'twas 
the ſame Oliver ſpoke of. My Brother informed me 
of it firſt: I told him, that indeed an Ez 
Youth had beg'd me to let him paſs over to Calais 
with me, Ileft him there, and ſuppoſe he went 
thence to Holland; that 1 miſtruſted, as well as © 
my Servants, the pretended Youth was a Wo | 

7. | | | | man, | 
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man, but was not ſure of it 'till we came to Ca. 
/ais, where I diſmiſt her, and had never heard 
of her fince. My Brother bad me wait upon 
the Queen and Cardinal, without delay; I pro- 
mis d to do it: But as foon as he was gone, I 
ran to the Mock Counteſs of Suſſex, and told 
her ſhe muſt immediately leave Paris ; That 
twas known at Court how I brought her out of 
England; that Cromwell demanded to have her 
deliver'd up, which I doubred not they 
wou'd do, or confine her. She was frighted 
with theſe Threats, and pray'd me to furniſh 
her with the means to make her Eſcape to Hol- 
lend, As much as | was diſpleas'd with her, I was 
a Man of too much Honour to deny her Requeſt: 
I took her preſently into the Houſe where ſhe 
lodg'd, and preſented her with two Hundred 
Piſtoles z 1 provided a Man to conduct her to 
Braſſels, where ſhe ſafely arriv'd, departing from 
Paris the very Day I heard from my Brother, 
what they ſaid at Court of her and me. 
When ſhe was going to part with me, ſhe aſſur'd 
me that the had not ſtay'd in Pari, had it not 

been for me; that ſhe had always deſir'd to at- 

tend the King of England, where-ever he reſided. 

She faid ſhe hep'd | wou'd continue to be her 
Friend, and ſhe wou d be ſure to let me hear from 
her in what part ſoever of the World 'twou'd 
be her Lot to ſettle. I was concern'd at our par- 
ting: Twas happy for me that | had Cauſe to 
ſuſpe& her Conſtancy; for otherwiſe, | believe, 
I ſhowd never have conſented to part with her. 
* | g | | | A- 


Ca... 
As ſoon as the was gone, I went to Court, and 
related 'to the Queen the whole Adventure with. 
out keeping any thing from her, except my in. 
trigue with the Fair Criminal. 1 affur'd her 1 did 


not know 'twas a Woman, and mingled lo much 


Diſtreſs with the Hiſtory, that the Queen was 
_ mov'd by my Recitalof it; telling me ſhe ſhowd 
have been very glad to have ſeen her. I anſwer. 


ed, I knew not who ſhe was, till ſhe came to 
„ Calais; and from thence, I ſuppoſe ſhe went to 


Flanders or Holland, The Queen order d me to 
_ viſit the Cardinal; I waited upon him, and he 

preſently told me, 1had involv'd him in a ter. 
rible Affair. L made him the ſame Relation as | 
had made co the Queen; but all that did not ap. 
peaſe him, and I ſtood in need of the Abbot Fou- 
_ guet's Credit with him, to recover his good Opi- 
nion, which | ſenſibly loſt by 2 eee in 
this Matter. | 
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7 Hen once a Man has offended the Great, 
5 ' there's mo Help for ſuch a Misfortune; 
as ſoon as a Miniſter of State is pleas d to take a 
Diſliking to any Perſon, tho it be for a If i. 
fle, tis a Wound which ean never be heal'd. This 
Rock is very much to be fear d, and renders the 


Condition of a Courtier very miſerable. Who 


can be ſure of never diſpleaſing the Miniſters, 


or 


way 
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r hope to ſucceed at Court when once he has 
Diſpleaſed EE | as Mt 
1 found to my Coſt, afterwards, that the 
Complaints the Cardinal receiv'd out of England 
zyainit me, always ſtuck in his Stomach: He ne. 
ver ſhew'd me his Favour in all the Oceaſions 
that 1 wanted his Protection; and when he un- 
dertook to ruin thoſe that ſupported my Intereſt 
ich him, I was more ſenſible than any one of 
0 heir Diſgrace and Declenſion. 24 
„did not then foreſce the Conſequence of the 
0 WW Fault which was laid co my Charge. On 
© Wl the contrary, I thought that the Diſguſt which 
was taken againſt me, wou'd wear off, the Cauſe 
or it being of ſo little Importance, and the 
Temptation I had to it, being out of Pity to an 
unfortunate Woman. I coud not imagine 'twou'd 
be reckon'd a Crime in me; and as ſoon as the 
Talk of it was over, I thought twas forgot- 
r | '. 6 
Iſuppos d I ſhoud now have no other Diſquict 
than thoſe my Wife gave me. The Voice of my 
Intrigue with my Enxgliſb Miſtreſs render'd her 
more proud and more inſupportable: But as it 
was by my Marriage with her, that I obtained 
all my Patrons ; I had no Courſe to take but to 
diſemble. I left her intirely at her Liberty, to 
govern her ſelf according to her own Fancy; and 
ſe abus'd that Liberty ſo much, that 1 was ef 
all Men, he. for whom ſhe had the leaſt Kind- 
nels or Reſpect. I doubted not this Weakneſs 
made me the Jeſt of the Town; yet having — 
8 8 other 


= Strength enough to reſiſt the Temptation of ſweet 


5 I lik d my Converſation with my Exgliſb Mi 
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other Remedy, thought to leſſen the Shame 5 

ſeeming inſenſible of it. No Body diſcoverd the 

Venxation I ſuffer'd from her; and the more my 
Heart was full of it, the more contented 1 a. 
| peard to the World. F confefs, 1 had ng 


ning my Cares by ſome pleaſant Amuſement 
and when l had loſt my Engliſh Girl, 1 endeavour 
to find out ſome other Miſtreſs, to baniſh all Sy. 
rows from my Heart. 

Love was no longer the Director of my kn 
gagemment with the Sex; I was not fo nice as | 

d formerly been, and I did not care for the 
Paſſion, bur for the Pleaſures it brought with i. 


ſtreſs; and was rot much troubled at Ar 10con- 
fancy, becauſe Idid n · t much value my ſelf on 
that Conqueſt: I was only ſorry for the Ex 
pence: the put me to, and I did not queſtion] 
ſhou'd be {atisfy'd with a Miſtreſs of the fame 
Character, if ſhe was leſs chargeable.. My Lt 
herelity to her Was {o well known, that whe 
7 was uader ſtood that I wanted a new Mittreh, 
I had the Offer of ſeveral on the ſame Condit 
ons; and I mult fay this io the Shame of the 
Sex; ſome of em were of very good Quality, 
who had been beggar'd by Debauchery or il 
Fortune, and had — to ſubſiſt on, bi 
the Money and Preſents they receiv'd fron 
their Gallants Among the reſt, one was nami 
to me wW hom I knew, and had been i is Love wit 
two | 'Years before: If her Husbaad had n 


bee 
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been my intimate Friend, a handſomer Woman 


was not to be met with; my Friendſhip tor her 
Husba nd, made me reſiſt my Inclination for her; 
and beſides ſhe was of a very whimſical Humour. 
My Reſpect for my 'Friend, had ſufficient Power 
over me, to ſtifle the Sentiments which her 

Beauty inſpir d: From that Time I ſeldom ſaw 
her. Her Husband's Circumſtances growing 
low; the left him without quatreling, and liv'd 
with a Relation of hers, while her Husband 


made ſeveral Journeys into the Country where, 


his Eſtate lay, to bring his Affairs into a beiter 
ren 
I was troubled when I heard that this Woman 


y 


wanted a Gallant who wou'd give her 'Liberal- 


ly, and believing her Neceſſities only had re- 


duc'd her to take up ſuch a ſcandalous Trade, I 
reſolv'd to aſſiſt her, without requiring any thing 
of her for ir: It ſeem'd to me to be baſe to abuſe 
her Neceſſity. Thus J had no other Motive in 
endeav during to ſee her, than pure Generoſit y. 
As generous as I was, I foreſaw that I might not 
perhaps be inſenſible; but 1 was fo refolv'd; as 

thought never more to have an Intrigue that 


fhou'd coſt Mony; that I hoping I might ſee this 
Woman without deſigning any thing but to 
ſerve her, I endea vour to have a fight of her; 
ſhe*came to a Place of Aſſignation, I reproach*d 


her for truſting to the Perſons that had brought 
her to me, telling her, that without coming to 
och Extremities, ſhe might find People that 
wou'd aſſiſt her; and deſiring her to accept of 


Ll. ( 146) 
a Hundred and Fifty Piſtoles, which I had 
brought with me for her; I added, I knew ſhe 
was ſtreightned, and gave em to her freely, | 
not pretending to put a Force on her Inelinati- 
ons by it , and in ſhort, pray'd her, when ſhe 
wanted Money, to addreſs her ſelf only to 
me. | Es 
She ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this Diſcourſe, and 
diſown'd that ſhe had given Order to the Perſon; 
that had ſpoke to me, to make any ſuch Propo- 
ſals on her behalf; that *cwas true, ſhe wanted 
Money, and had endeavour'd to borrow it : She 
wou d accept of my Offer, on Condition I took 
her Note to repay it. She preſt me to it, and 
to pleaſe her, I cook it. ; 
Hoſt her upon this, without giving her the 
leaft Cauſeof Suſpition that I lov'd her ; I wa 
_ charm'd to reflect on the fine Action I had done, 
and cou'd think of nothing elſe. I ſcorn all 
other Thoughts, as Temptations to defile the 
Beauty and Merit of my Generoſity. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, I hardly parted from her, 
| before | repented that I had been ſo over-gene 
rous, I perceiv'd I was neither ſo nice, nor ſo dif 
intereſted, and that in the main, I did not much 
ſtand upon the Shame of abuſing the Neceſ 
ties of ſoamiable a Perſon. 1 became paſſionate 
ly in Love with her, and reſolv'd, if poſſible 
to be belov'd by her. 1 did not think that the 
Generoſity with which I had given my Mone], 
ought to oppoſe the Hopes with which 1 flatter 
my Paſſion, I rather argu'd with my ſelf, Y 
* 0 
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ſohonourable a Proceeding ought to give her a 
better opinion of , anda greater Inclination for 
me: But it ſeems I did notknow my Woman. 

She was angry that I reproacht her for making 
uſe of thoſe Means to get Money; and inſtead 
of thinking me generous, ſhe deſpis'd me as a 
ſtupid Coxcomb, that had not done her Beauty 
Juſtice, Here I cannot forbear obſerving, that 
when a Woman once forgets the Laws of Duty 
and Honour, ſhe can't be pleasd with what 
puts her in Mind of em; and thro whatever 
Motive Women make Advances to Men, they 
will not like em, unlefs they anſwer their Ex. 
pectations. | 
Having no Suſpition that my Generoſity wou'd 
have a better Effect, and fancying, on the con- 
trary, that the Lady woud be charm'd with it, 
did not doubt of her giving me a favourable 
Hearing: I cou'd think of no way ſo ſhort, as 
to declare my ſelf in a Letter; ſo two or three 
Days after I ſent her that which follows: 


I fad my ſelf, Madam, very much embarraſt : I love 
Jou, and cannot live without being belov'd by ou; 1 
dare wot tell you' to what Exceſs my Paſſion is grown, 
vor pray you to have Pity upon me, for fear you ſbou d 
acciſe me, that I pre 4. too much upon the Good- 
veſs you had to accept of my Service ix your Diſtreſs. 
This, Madam, is what puts me into Confuſion. It 
is not in my Power to ceaſe ſerving you, or to re- 
quire any thing as a Reward of my Services, But in 
the wean time I die, Tell me what I ſhall do, and iff 
By K 2 | - on 


1 . 
Jou will ' faffer me to Love, to Hope, and to ſeth out 
always for Occaſions tobe ſerviceable to you | 


She anſwer d me thus 
Remember your Inftruttions too well, Sir, and they 
have made too much Impreſſion upon me, for me 

to be led aſtray ſo ſoon out of the Way, in which 
Jou wodid have me walk, I receiv'd your Money as 
4 Token of your Generoſity, and won d never have 
received it, if you had offer d it to me for any other 
Reaſon. I fee I am deceivd, and all that you 
ſaid to me againſt the Perſons that told you my Ne 
ceſſities, was an Artifice to delude me. No, Sir, 
I am not what you ſaid theſe Perſont repreſented me 

to be, and 'what Tperceive you believe Iam ; if you 
per ſiſt in making me any more ſach Propoſals, Þll re. 
turm pos your Monty; and renounce being oblig'd to 
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knew the Lady was as handſome as thoſe that pro- 
pos'd her to me {aid ſne was; and was ſatisfy'd 
that at our firſt Meeting, 1 might have had what 
I deſir'd tor asking. 1 did not doubt therefore, 
but that this Letter was either a Mark of her 
Contempt, or a Trick to enereaſe my Paſſion, 
and bring me to her Lure. Either of theſe Op! 


wou'd, to put her upon the Foot on which ſhe 
-*y wake * | — — 
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Tis eaſie to imagine how this Anſwer ſurprized 
me; yet I can't tell whether any one will find 
out all the Reaſons" that Thad to reſent it, J 


nions ſhockt me,; and 1 refolv'd, - coſt what it 


(14% 
was propos d to me. I had better have deſpis'd 
her; but [lov'd her, and wou d be belov d. I knew 
well, if Tcontinu'd to diſcover a nice and tender 
Paſſion, ſhe wou'd continue to abuſe it; yet I 


durſt not do otherwiſe, fearing ſhe wou'd anſwer 


me as ſhe had hitherto done, if 7ſhoud alter the 
Ctile, bo INTE 51455 - JO 8 . 
Iſpent Eight Days in this uncertainty, and 
did not let her hear from me all that while: 7 
thought it my wiſeſt way to be ſilent. She was 
2s much diſſatisfy d as my ſelf, and not knowing 
to what to attribute it; ſhe ſent to enquire how 
Idid, and why ſhe had not heard from me? 7 
imagin'd by this Meſſage, thar ſhe was not wil- 
ling to loſe me, and thinking my felt ſure of 
her, reſoly'd to make uſe of the Advantage ſhe 


| had given me by this Step, to come to the Point 


with her. J ſent her Word that I wanted the 
Money J lent her, and that ſhe wou'd: do me 3 
kindneſs to repay it. Fs. FE FOR 
Twas above three Weeks before I receiv'd 

any anſwer'; I was ſorry, during that time, 
that J had demanded my Money back, I was 


going twenty times to her 'Hbuſe to ask her Par- 


don; yet 1 had the Courage to keep my Ground, 
and made no queſtion but ſhe kept fo long ſi- 
lence on purpoſe to try me further, or to keep 
the Money, which it ſeem'd to me lefien'd my 
Love for her, ſince I cou'd not continue to love, 
and to viſit her, without injuring my Ho- 
nour, 1 : | 

4 BY  *Twas 
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'Twas only the ill Opinion 7 had of this Wo. 
man's Vertue, that kept me in this Diſpoſition, 
And Itound by Experience, that a Man cannot car. 
ry himſelf delicately, and honourably, toward; 

| Perſons whom they think do not deſerve it. 
At three Weeks end ſhe ſent me the Money! 
lent her, excufing her ſelf, that fhe cou'd not 
do it ſooner ; | was ſo ſurpriz'd at it, that | began | 
to imagine | had wrong'd her ; that ſhe had be- 
hav'd her ſelf like a Woman of Honour, and! 
| had carry'd my ſelf like aScoundrel. MY 
Who can tell the hidden Springs that move 
the Heart, and how blind a Man's Inclination 
ſometimes is? My Paſſion reviv'd with 
more Violence, the more | thought her Honour: 
able and Virtuous. I was almoſt. mad to have 
us'd her as I had done; I cou'd not forgive my 
ſelf for appearing at firft ſo generous, and ſo 
ſelf-intereſted afterwards z concluding upon the 
whole Matter, that when a Man has to dei 
witha Woman, he muſt always maintain ths 

Character which he firſt gave them of kim. 
had more Reaſons than one to wonder at he: 
returning my Money, I knew ſhe had none, 
and doubted not ſhe borrow'd of otbers to repij 
it rome: Thisconfirm'd me in my Reſolution to 
ſend it her back again: But twas too late to 
regain her, ſhe had met with a Gallant, who 
knew better than I how to improve her Neceſl 
ties to the Advantage of his Love. He lent be 
the Money to pay me, and they liv'd fo well to 
- _ gether, that ſhe was not very ſorry for loling 
| 3 me, 
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> ne. I was informed of their Intrigue, and what 
n, ought to have aur d, increas d my Paſſion, I cou'd 
r. not bear that another Man ſhou'd be more happy 
& chan my ſelf; and tho I underſtood he had not 
been ſo happy had he been as generous as I was, 
Jet I was jealous of him; and cou'd not help 
ot Ml loving his Miftreſs, tho' her Carriage ſhou'd 
an have render'd her deſpicable in my ſight. 
e. I learnt now, that tis not Eſteem only, which 
di cauſes a Man to have a violent Inclination for his 
Miſtreſs, and that ſometimes a Lover may do as 
much for a Jilt, as for a Woman of Honour: 
All Lovers are vex'd to be ſupplanted, without 
examining whether the Conqueſt deſerves it. 1 
had never a greater Deſire of being belov'd of 
my Miſtreſs, and revengd of my Rival. 
I ſoughe an Opportunity to ſee her, and talk 
to her, and yet I cou'd not tell what to ſay; I 
met wich as fair an Occaſion as | cou'd wiſh for, 
her Gallant was gone into the Country, and 1 
went to her Lodging at a Time when ſhe receiv'd 
no Viſits, As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe cry d out, 
what wou'd you have me do with the Money you 
ent me back? There tis, I pray you to take it, 
for it ſeems you wane it, or you wou'd not have 
it ſo haſtily. In anſwer, | pull'd out 
the Letter ſhe ſent me, and ask'd her what elle 
I cowd have done after the Receipt of ſuch a 
Letter? What did you find in it that was extra- 
ordinary Sir? ſhereply'd, cou'd I have ſeat any 
other Anſwer, ſeeing you believ'd I wou'd pur- 
chaſe your Bounty at the * of my Honour, and 
PE > 4 my 
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my Duty? What did I ask of yon, reply d! 
that you have not granted to others, who had 
been no moie happy than I, had they not been 
leſs generous ? Can you ſay I woud impoſe on 
your Neceſſities ? Did I not defire to obtain that 
by your good Will only, which others procur'd 
by your Mistortunes? How, ſaid ſhe, do you Ml | 
come here. to inſult me + Never any Wan has 
more preſum'd than you, on the Streights to 
which j amreduod. You muſt think me wretch. Ml | 
ed indeed, :the-added weeping, to pretend that 
1 ſhoud endureall this from you. I reply'd, i Ml | 
don't pretend, Madam, to be troubleiome to 
you, you may remember, waen 1 ſaw you firſt, Ml 
how ſenfible I was of your Glory; lam till the 
ſame, and you had got ſeen me now, if I had 
Jov'd you little enough to haveſuffer'd what is 
ſa id of your Commerce with {ſome Perſons, il | 
which without doubt you wou'd not ſuffer your 
felt, had you not been unwilling to be oblig'd 
to my innocent Love, for what you receive from 
the Erutality of another's Paſſion. ?T is yet time, 
Madam, to recover your ſelf ; 1 have Money at 
your Service, if you will never more fee the 
Man whoſe Love diſhonours you. You 
ſhall have the ſame Help from me, without ha- 
zarding your Reputation; for 1 ſhall conſent, it 
you will have it ſo, not to ſee you till you have Bil 
no more Occaſion of me. I pronounc'd thoie if 
words in ſuch a Manner, as ſeem'd to make an 
Impreſſion upon her; and after keeping Silence 
for ſome time, the ſpoke thus : 1 am oblig'd to 
you, 
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Sir, for ſo generous a Proceeding ; but if 
= are williog that I ſhou'd have an entire Obli- 
gation to you, be ſo juſt to me, as to believe 
that every Word you have heard of my Con- 
verſing with any other Man is groundleſs : I ne- 
ver ſaw the Perſon you talk of, but in promil- 
cuous Company; tis true, I borrow'd of him 
the Money Which I returned you at your de- 
mand. He generouſly lent it me, and if I keep 
yours, 'tis only that I may no longer be obtig'd 
to him. 1 ſhall be glad to owe nothing to any 
one but you; and it does not lie at my Door, 
that J do not ſhew you, that of all Men you are 
he I moſt value: Yet Ibeg you, Sir, never talk 
tome of Love, ſtay till my Inclination and my 
hog put me in Candition to hear you. 

Theie Words made me to forget the Character 
of the Perſon that ſpoke to me; I from that 
Minute believ'd that all 1 had heard of her, 
was a meer [Illuſion ; 1 beg'd her not to fee the 
Man, 1 ſuſpected, any more. She promis'd me 
ſhe wou'd not; and on my ſide, promis'd her 
to declare my Love only by my Cares and my 
Services. 

I parted. from her. very well pleas'd with my 
ſelf and her; but as ſoon as I reflected on my 
Promiſes, I ſaw I had engagd my feif to be as 
much a Cully as ſhe wou'd have me. I call'd 
to mind what I knew of her, and her Intrigue, 
and did not doubt every Word ſhe ſaid to me, 
was only to ſee how far my Love of her might 
be drawn in to ſupport and obey her. 


Her 
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Her Gallant came out of the Country. I un. 
derſtood he did not viſit her; but 1 alſo under. 
ſtood the reaſon of it. The Man, either out 
of inconſtancy, or that he was weary of a 
Miſtreſs to whom he muſt never have done 
paying, addreſſes himſelf to another Woman, 
She knew he was chang'd, when ſhe promis d to 
fee him no more; and ſhe had not much to do 
to keep her Promiſe, 

She ſent to me the next Day and did the 
fame every Day for a good while ; but when 
I underſtood the Cauſe that her Gallant had 
to leave her, I did not value her breaking with 
him; and town, as ſoon as 1 had no Rival, 
n to have no Love. I hearken'd to the Sug; 
s of my Reaſon, that ſhe appear d ſo di 

| ap in her Carriage towards me, only to bind 
me the faſter in my Chains; and 1 coud think 
of no von of whe As to be her Cully, but to 
make as if I cou'd no longer continue to love 
her , without receiving ſome Tokens of her 


Tenderneſs. 
I arm'd my ſelf with Reſolution, and plain- 


ly told her what I thought, but whether or no 
fear'd that it might happen to me, as it did 
to the Lover that had forſaken her, and when 

my Paſſion was ſatisfy'd, I ſhou'd grow weary 
of paying her , or whether ſhe was loath to 
have me think wore of her than 1 did, ſhe wou'd 
not injure the Idea I had of her Vertue. 

She perſiſted in refuſing me, and fince;that, l 


have known her concern'd in Ten I ens 
| wit 


( 155 ) 
with Perſons below me : Yet ſhe ſtill gave out 
r- WM that | broke _— her, becauſe ſhe wou'd not 
it Wl conſent to my diſhonourable Deſires. When 7 
a i ceflet on the Proceeding of this Woman, to- 
wards me, I have never been able to find out 
any better Grounds for it, than the Manner of 
my Dealing by her, and 7 have ever ſince be- 
liev'd, that Women who love Money, look up- 
on thoſe Men that are ſilly enough, love them with 
any Delicacy, as a ſurer Card than thoſe that will 
not give em a Penny without receiving preſent 
Returns for it. | 
Be itas it will, 7 broke off my Acquaintance 
with her, after having continued it for ſome 
time; and ] muſt own freely, 7 was in the 
Wrong to quarrel with her, for ever after 1 
promis*d to love her, I cou'd obſerve nothing in 
her Carriage which 7 had Reaſon to complain of: 
But what J had learnt before, had its Operation 
when J leaſt thought of it; and in the Main, 
tis impoſſible to be any long while fond of a Wo- 
man, let her behave her ſelf never ſo well, when tis 
known that ſhe has formerly behay'd her ſelf 
ill; ſooner or later, a Man will be aſham'd of lo- 
ving a Perſon that is not worthy of his E- 
J experienc'd this Truth in an Adventure that 
happen'd to me ſoon after ; 7 fell acquainted 
with a Woman, who beſides that ſhe reſembled 
my laſt Miſtreſs, in her want of Conduct, had 
a worſe Character as to the Manner in which ſhe 
wou d be beloy'd. | 


People 
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People being ſtill perſwaded that I woud pay 
my Miſtreſles, | had every Day a Croud of Ne. 
gotiators, who came to propoſe ſome to me: 
and we muſt acknowledge, that Intereſt is the 
molt powerful Motive to engage the Sex to be 
kind. 1 always admir'd at the vaſt Number 
that I had the Choice of, Ladies of all Ages and 
Conditions; yet I was averſe to all ſuch Treaties 
of Commierce, either out of good Husbandry, 
or out of I bhorrence of any Engagements where 
the Heart was not concern'd. I hearken'd very 
little tothe Propoſals that were made me, and 
waited till Chance preſented ſome more Ho. 
nourable Amour. Twas not long before I had 
my Wiſh : There was a Lady in Paris, a Wi. 
dow that had been publickly kept by a Prince 
who had loaded her with Riches, ſhe had above 
z 50000 Livres a Year, and no Body of her Qua- 

lity livd more Magnificently than ſhe did. 
The Prince had been dead a Year or Two, how. 
ever her Intrigue with him had made ſo much 
Noiſe, that no modeft Woman. wou'd keep her 
Company ; ſhe wasalways in the Walks or the 
Play-Houſes. Almoft all the young Fellows of 
the Town addreſs'd themſelves to her ; but ſhe 
hearken'd to none of em, and ſhe was not 
charg'd with any Gallant atthe time that I knew 
ber firſt: Tho' ſhe was above Thirty, yet ſhe 
was very Beautiful, and I had ſeveral times a 
Deſign to love her. I was reſtrain d by my na- 
tural Averſion to Women that had loſt their Re- 
putatiops , and befides, the Example of ſo ma- 


ny 


She 16) 

ny younger Men whom ſhe had deny'd, made 
me fear ſhe wou'd not accept of me. I met her 
one Day at the Play, and fate in the ſame Box 
with her , I chaited with her an Hour or bet. 
ter, and che was ſo free as to tell me, that ſhe had 
long time wiſh'd that I was her Friend. ] pro- 
mis d to viſit her, and left her, in an uncertaig- 
ty, whether I ſhou'd be as good as my Word. 

Twas my Misfortune, when 1 return'd home 
that Night, to find my Wife in ſuch an ill Hu- 
mour, that I was not ſo complaiſant as to Sup 
with her, 1 re ſolv'd therefore, to put the Vex- 
ation ſhe gave me out of my Head, to go and 
ſpend the Evening at the Ladys, whom 1 ſawat 
the Play. 1 ſent to tell her I wou'd Sup with 
her; ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe wou'd expect me, and 
that I cou'd not oblige her more. I went thither 
ſoon after, and was ſo kindly receiv'd, that it 
determin'd me to love her, There was ſo much 
Difference between the Entertainment I had from 
my Wife, and that from her, that I cou'd not 
but take a Likeing to her; I believe the ſame 
Thing has happen'd to a Thouſand Husbands : 
The Croſſneſs and ill Conditions of their Wives, 
makes them ſeek out for other Houſes, when 
their own are too hot to hold them. 

From that Day the Lady and I were good 
Friends. I had at her Houſe always a pleaſant Re. 
fuge, when my Wives ill Humour drove me out 
of my own; I was at no Expence, and that was a 
great Convenience to me in my Affairs, which 
had not been much improv'd ſince I was become 

1 a 
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a Cully. However this Intrigue did not iu 
long, and I cou'd not be ſatisfy d with this Wo 
mans Temper. I had never till then met wit 
one whoſe greateſt Care was not to hide her In. 
trigues. On the contrary, my new Miſtreſs af i } 
fected to let all the World know that we loy'd one: 
another. She follow'd me every where; I ever 
Day receiv'd Billets from her; and I cou'dnot ſtep y 
abroad, but I met with her Footman with ſome z 
meſſage or other. Whereever ſhe ſaw me, ſhe came 
up to me; in ſhort, ſhe wou'd have no Body ig 
norant how well we were together; I cou'd not 
endure this Noiſy Intrigue, nor was willing to 
be thought te have any thing to ſay to a Wo 
man that had been talk'd of ſeveral Years, fr 
ſuch ſort of Commerces. 1 endeavour'd, by ſweet 
Words, to get her to be more diſcreet, but my 
Shame and my Diſcretion ſeem'd to her a Sign 
that Idid not much eſteem her. Twas her fic 
Principle in Love, that true Lovers will alway: 
publiſh their Amours; and that thoſe who Lo 
to a Nicety, never bluſh. I did not like her Max 
ims, nor did I love her enough to value my (el 
on her Favours; the more ſhe affected to talk 0 
me in Publick, the more I did what I cou'd v 
avoid her. She by this means drove me fron 
all the Places of Rendezvous, when there ws 
any likelihood of my meeting her; and at lf 
left her Houſe, and came off in this Intriguꝶ ai 
with as little Honour as in the former, I wi 
blam'd for not making my Market of the Ad 


vantages I had over her; but I confeſs 1 nevi 
| thought 
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thought it an Advantage to be belov'd by a Wo- 
man one cannot eſteem. 

Iwas no happier in Addreſſing to Women of 


Honour, than I was in Engaging with others; and 
have been even more groſly deceiv'd by them, 


than by others. 

About the ſame time that J had Miſſreſſes e- 
yery Day propos'd to me, and began to be 
weary of that way of Dealing, finding none 
to my Mind, I was ſeiz d with an inclina- 
tion for an illuftrious Lady, whoſe Wiſdom 
and Virtue were thought Eminent enough to be 
perfect Pattern for the Court while ſhe livd 
there. I never told any Body that I lik'd this 
Woman, and ſhe liv'd ſo regularly, and irre- 
proachably, that I look'd upon my inclination 
for her as a piece of Folly which I ought to ſtifle 
in its Birth: But one of the Perſons who un- 
dertook to provide me a Miſtreſs, told me one 
Day, that ſhe knew 1 was in Love, and 
nam'd the Lady I ſpoke of, having never open'd 
my Mouth about it to any one whatſoever ; I 
believe ſhe commerc'd with ſome Demon, or 
ſhe cou'd never have gueſt fo rightly. I ask'd 
her how ſhe learn'd what ſhe told me ? She an- 
ſwerd, The Lady her ſelf perceiv'd that 1 lov'd 
her, and had as much inclination for me, as I 
had for her; and if I wou'd be at a ſmall Charge, 


and matter'd not if it coſt mea little, 7 ſhou'd 


have what 7 deſir d. The Reader has not forgot 
that J have ſaid 7 did not care to be at any Ex- 
pence on my Miſtreſſes, but *rwas not Avarice 
that withheld me; *twas the Feer cf being a 

Cully: 
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Cully : And I thoughr none were more bubled 
than thoſe who paid ſo dear for a Commodity that 
was worth ſo little. However, I manag'd m 
ſelf fo, only towards Women of an ill Reputz 


tion, and imagin'd that a Woman of Honour 


cou'd never be too well paid. There was a fort 
of Contradiction in this Opinion, 'twas an Er. 


rour in Principle, to think a Woman of Ho. 


nour would take Money. But this was not the 


only Errour I was guilty of, and I don't pretend 


to paſs for a very wiſe Perſon. My whole Life, 
as has been (ſeen, was a Series of Infatuation 
and Contradi&ions . and every Man that has not 
more Virtue and Wiſdom, than Thad then, will 
be exposꝰd to the ſame Follies. J fancyd that 
what this Woman propos d to me, was the moſt 
Glorious Thing for me, and the moſt agreeable 
in the World. 7 promisd her as much Money 
as ſhe wou'd have, if ſhe brought to paſs what 
| ſhe gave me hopes of : But ſhe was a Cheat, who 
gueſſing that I lov'd the Lady I mentlon'd, 
| ſeeing me ogle her amourouſly one Day, was re. 
folvd to empty my Pockets, by promiſing me: 
ſight of her. She never ſpoke to her in her Lite, 
yet for ſix Weeks was ſuch a Coxcomb, as to 
think ſhe wou'd do as ſhe promis d. She pro- 
pos'd a Place of Meeting one Day, and the next 
Countermanded it. No:withſtanding, for ever} 
Aſſignation ſhe had à Fee, ſometimes to hire | 
Coach, ſometimes for a convenient Lodging. 
a Word, it coſt me above a Hundred Plat 


after this Manner; and did not 1 
| 8 Wa) 
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was bubbled, till the Woman that made the Pro- 
oſals to me, on a ſudden diſappear'd. I never 


heard what became of her, nor how ſhe was ſo 
well inform'd of the Ladies Affairs; for J had 


not given Credit to her, had ſhe not told me a 


huadred Particularities of her that were really 
true. 
] will not trouble the Reader to relate what 
other Snares were laid for me, while J was 
thought to be a Man that had Money for a Mi- 
fireſs ; I have ſaid enough, to ſhew how one is 
exposd , when Debauchery and Extravagance 
put one upon dealing with thoſe infamous Crea- 
tures that Trade in Love, Crouds of which are 
to be met with in Paris, and ſometimes in 
Places where no Body wou'd have expected to 
have found tbem. How many Men and Wo- 
men owe their Fortune to their Dexterity in this 
ſcandalous Profeſſion, who had never been hap- 
py themſelves, had they not firſt helpd to make 
others ſo? 1 3 

Iſpent all the Winter in theſe Amuſements, 
and found my ſelf free from any intrigue at the 
opening of the Campaign; I confeſs, tho? 1 
cou'd not eaſily paſs my time without ſome ſuch 
ſort of Engagement, I thought my ſelf happy 
in having none, when the time came to return 
to the Army, I then went with another ſort 
of Application to my Duty, and another kind 
of Ardour for the War, than when my inclina- 
tion wou d have kept me in Paris? Tis in vain 
to ſay Love inſpird, the greateſt Men with Cou- 
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riage : I am very well ſatisfy'd, That Paſſion has 
deſtroy d more Heroes than ever it made, and 
without any other Experience than my own, | 
can affirm this to be a Truth. Tis certain, That 
when I had a Miſtreſs, I was mad when th 
time came that I muſt leave her; I rejoyc'd wien 
the Buſineſs of the Field was over, or cou ob. 
tain leave to return to my Fair one. I doubt 
not what happen'd to me, in this Reſpect, hap 
pens to every Man in Love; and I believe, let; 
Man be as great as he will, when once Love 
gets into his Head, he will be expos'd to commit 
abundance of Faults in his Profeſſion as a Sol. 
dier. How many great Men have left their Con 
gueſts imperfect, to return to their Miſtreſs! 
And negle&ed their Glory, to fatisfie the Im. 
patience of an Amorous Paſſion ! But to ſpeak 
only of my ſelf, I am convinc'd, that had it not 
been for this Paſſion, T had done ſomething in 
the World long before this time ; I wanted not 
Courage nor Conduct to carry me thro! m 
Buſineſs: Love always has oppos'd me, int. 
cated my Affairs, and if I may ſo ſay, rendered 
my Merit uſeleſs. I muſt be forgiven, that nov 
and then I make theſe Reflections as often 8s | 
reflect on my paſt Life; I deplore my wandering 
out of the right Way, to Glory, and wiſh al 
Men of Honaur, who are capable of ſerving 
the State, may be convinc'd as well as 1, that ts 
their Intereſt to avoid thoſe Rocks, on which 
my Reputation, and my Fortune, ſplitted : 'Ti 
the Misfortune of moſt Men, that they mat 
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thoſe Reflections too late, and cannot find out 
their Faults till they are irreparable. 5 
My Brother, who was made Lieutenant Ge- 
neral the Year before, was ſent to Command 
the Army in Catalonia, till the Arrival of the 
Duke de Meræur. I was deſign d to ſerve in Flau. 
ars, in the Army commanded by Moun- 
ſeur de Tareune, which, as *rwas ſtipulated 
with Cromwell, were to Beſiege Dantirk , having 
no Amour in my Head, and being glad, by an Op- 
portunity, to be abſent from my Wife, I ſought 
only for Occaſions to diftinguiſh my ſelf in this 
Campaign :*'Twas the grit time that everT deſir-d, 
or long'd for one. When I was in Love, I 
thought of nothing at my Departing from Pars, 
but how to contrive to get thither again as ſoon 
a3 [cou'd : And j never minded the Buſineſs of 
the War ſo much, as to inform my ſelf of the 
Particulars, even of thoſe. Actions in which I 
had my ſhare , for it muſt be own'd, that a Man 
may be in an Army, may fight, and diſtinguiſh | 
himſelf, without being able to give a good Ac- 
count in what Manner affairs paſt there. No 
Body ſees any thing but what is gear him; and 
we muſt Love the Trade, and have it ig our Mind, 
to know, and deſcribe well, ſuch kind of Events. 
As I have ſaid, I was now in this Diſpoſition, re- 
ſolving, when J left Paris, to take particular 
Notice of all things that happen'd in the Army 
this Year - I kept little Journals which 7 ſent 
to my Brother, as J had Occaſion to write to 
CEO L 2 him 


him, and I believe the Reader will be glad w 
lee ſome of em. : 
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ay. 


Marſhal, tells me, he is ſorry you are not in 


Cromwell, that we muſt have Dan bir; I ftand 


vill let us ſee further into this Matter. Adieu. 
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Amiens the 1 ;th, May 163 8. 


T E break up to Morrow, and are to Ren. 
dezvous at Merville. Monſieur, the 


Flanders, and believes you'll have little to do 
in Catalonia. I am the only Man who main. 
tains that we are Marching to Dunkirk , every 
Body thinks me fanciful for it, and *tis gene. 
rally ſaid, we are going to Hueſdin : As for 
me, who am fatisfy'd ſince the Treaty with 


in need of a great deal of Faith, not to change 
my Opinion; for although it be argu'd how can 
we attack Darkirk, while none of the Neigh: 
bouring Places are in our Hands? Bergaesand 
Newpert are poſſeſt by the Enemy, and no bod 
talks of attacking 'em, but believe Monſieur a 
1 arenne deſigns, if poſſible, to take Durkirk with. 
out taking either of thoſe Places; whichwill be 
a terrible Enterprize. Beſides, on the Sea Ccalts 
we ſhalÞ want Forage, and the Enemies are 
Mafters of all the Poſts, by which we cou 
have any Communication with Marazke : Time 


TI ſent the Pill of Exchange when 1 came 4. 
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Bethune 19. May 1658. 
« eres no more Talk of Heſdin, yet no bo- 
| « dy gueſſes better than befcre, what 


« Monfieur de Tarenne deſigns ; *tis ſaid he 
6 will attack Farnes ; and at the ſame time Caſtel- 
au, and the Count ae Soiſſons will Beſiege 
© Bergues and Newport ; this indeed is the way to 
fall upon D«x#kirk; but then *twill give the 
Enemy Notice that we have an Eye upon the 


place. I cannot tell what to think, Monſieur 


de Turenne is the only Man that knows the Se- 
* cret, he's very Gay, and whenever he ſees 
me, he enquires if you are not weary of Ca. 
* talonia ? I was Commanded, with a Party of 
* theGarriſon of Bethune, to diſcover the Ene- 
my on the other fide of the Lys ; I found a Bo- 
* dy of their Troops at Mount Caſſel, and on 
the Report I made to the Mareſchal, he or- 
* dered me, with the Marquiſs of Crequi, to 
drive *em thence. They ſay Mounſieur de 
* Turenne Will follow us. Adieu. 


Caſſel 21. May, 1658. 
© A /#f Onfieur de T arenne is arrivd, the Ar- 
l my is to follow; he has ſent his Bag- 


* gage to Montrevil. The Troops we found 
here made no Reſiſtance, almoſt all ſurren. 
* dred themſelves Priſoners. Monſieur de Ta- 
renne, very much Commended Monfieur Cree. 
qui; and gave me to underſtand he was very 

1 L 3 well 


( 166 ) 
* well fatisfy'd with me. It has rain'd inceſſant. 
* ly theſe Two Days, and the Ways are very 
* bad, I believe the Marſhal will flay here 
* till the Artillary comes. up, which proceed; 
© flowly, by Keaſon of the Badneſs of the 
Ways. The Three Seiges, I mention'd, arg 
* ſtill expected. We have been already here one 
Day, the and Baggage is arriv'd. We are in 
ſight of Bergues, and all the Country about 
© Dazxkirk is under Water. Monſieur de 1 
renne Laughs at us all. He ask'd me if Icoud 
* \wim, I told him no; but I wou'd learn, if 
that was only wanting to take Duzxkirk : He 
has already caus'd a Redoubt on a Hill to be 
taken. 1 ſtill am of Opinion, that he will 
leave Furnes, Bergues and Newport, and will 
© Inveſt Dazkirk, I forgot to tell you we have 
found out a way for our Communication with 
 Mardzke, yet we are never a whit the better 
for it; the Ways being ſo bad, we can make 
no ule of em. 


Oz the Downs June zhe 5th. 


Vol will be ſurprizd when J tell you 
 Dazkirk is Beſieg d, and that this Night 
the Trenches were opened. We muſt own 
© Monſieur de Turnne knew more than we did 
The Way to Maraike, by means of F aſc: 
* is made uſeful ; and we are alſo Maſters of a 
* Fort, which covers us as wellas if we had taken 
* Bergues, The Exgliſh Barks bring all forts of 
_ * Proviſions from Calais to the Camp. In þ 
A © Worl 
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word, nothing but the Courage of Monſieur 
the Prince can retard the taking of Dunkirk, 
© The Spaniards threaten that he will Force our 
Lines; but we are prepared to receive him. 
Adieu. I muſt leave you to Mount the Trench- 
des; The Beſieged have not yet made any 
Sally: J ſee no likelyhood that they will Sur- 
render ſo ſoon as ſome imagine; Don Joh» of 
* Auſtria's Army is but Two Days March off of 
y us. : | | - 2H 


The Eighth of Jane. 


UR Works advanc'd, notwithſtanding 
the Reſiſtance of the Beſieged, they made 
' a Sally Yeſterday on Newport ſide, they were 
* about Fifteen Hundred Foot and Six Hundred 
* Horſe, and were repulſt with the loſs of Six 
Hundred Men. The Count de Soiſſons was 
* Commanded to receive them, together with the 
* Marquiſs 4e Crequi, and the Count de Gaiche , 
The [Latter is Wounded. I loſt Twenty Five 
Soldiers out of my Regiment; St, Alard is 
Kill'd, we have ſtood out againſt the greateſt 
: Fire that ever was made. I have been ſlightly 
; Wounded in my Left Arm. Every thing is 
quiet to Day. Tis ſaid the Marihal 4e Heguin. 
court is Commanded to view our Lines, to 
lee whether the Spaniards were able to force 
them. I pity the Marſhal, I ſaw a Letter in 
which he Curſes che miſunderſtanding between 
Monſ. the Prince and Don John. He ſhou'd not 
FT 4o 4 content 
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* content himſelf with repenting of what he ha 
done, it he were well advis'd, he wou'd bring 
© over the Body of Troops he Commands to us 
* inſtead of ſerving with them againſt us; we 
* ſhou'd receive him with Joy, for as Bold as our 
Troops are , the Neighbourhood of the Enemy 
is troubleſome to them. We don't douht, if 
they Advance, we ſhall meet them, and there 
Will be a Battel in form; we ſhou'd like it bet 
ter than to Janguiſh before a Town. In the 
mean while we Live Jollily ; The Ezyliſh co 
Wonders; And my Lord Lockhart is always 
making one preſent or another to Mr. T ure, 
This General is no m -re concern'd, than it he 
had Read in the Stars that D«xkirk wou'd be 
taken. They play Furiouſly at my Lords, 
Bellefonts loſt there Yeſterday Four Thouland 
Piſtoles ; there has been a little difference be- 
tween him and B; the latter was reveng 
by a Couplet or two in a Sonnet. Adieu. 


. 
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The Thirteenth of June. 


: P OOR Marſhal de Hoquincourt is Killd, 
: his laſt Words, Lamentation and Farewel, 
© are cry'd about our Camp; we have abur- 
dance of the Pontneuf Ballad ſingers here, yet, as 
Merry as we are, nel ody queſtions but there wil 
be a Battel. The Swiſſers Kill'd the Marſhal 4: 
© Hoguincourt When he Advanced to view our 
Lines. Humieres was Order'd to drive _ 
| Ly” back, 
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has * hack, and had like to have been taken”; but Mo!- 
nl ALLE Smiſſers, who were behind a Hil which 
* Flank*dthe way by which the Marſhal Advanc'd, ; 
ve © came out upon him, juſt as he Retird, and Fir'd 5 
uM * on him He was Wounded with aMulquet Shot ] 
Ny in the Belly, a and Dy d two Hours after. Yeſter- 
day Night Monſteur de Iurenne made himſelf 
ere © Maſtcr of Two Hills near the King's Quarter, | 
e. from whence the Enemy Annoy us. Every thing ; 
he is in a good diſpoſition, Don John is but a 
co * League off Our Troops are eager for a Com- 
bat; but tis ſaid, the Cardinal has Written to 
© Monſieur de Tareune to Storm the Town, and 
not Hazard a Battel. This General however, 
deſigns no more nor no leis than to fight the 
* Enemy if they appear. His Eminency may 
Write what he pleaſes, Monſicur de Turenze 
vill do the ſame. Things are gone too far now 
to 8⁰ back. 


The 14th. of June. 


c 5— 


TS but Noon, and we have already 


Fought one of the moſt Signal Battels, 
and obtain'd one of the moſt Glorious Victor ies 
that ever was. When I Wroteto you laſt Night, 
little thought we were ſo near Action. *Tis 
* over, the Victory is Compleat, and the manner 

ol it is as follows, 

I Wrote you Yeſterday, that the Enemy was 
* Within a League of us; and before I had done 
; Writing ; Monſieur de Turenne got a Horſe- 


© back 


N 
l 5„ͤ &i 
back to obſerve their Motion;; he found they 
_ © had already thrown a Bridge ove the Canal of 
* Farzes, and that nothing hinder'd their ap. 
* proaching to our Camp, He ſuppos'd there 
* wasno time to dally, but that he muſt immedi. 
_ * ately give Batrel , and accordingly being re- 
* turn'd to the Camp that Evening, gave order 
for all things to be ready againſt the next Mor. 
_ * ning. Pradel was left to Guard the Trenches, 
with Fourteen Companies of Guards: and Ja. 
* rines to Defend the Camp with two Regi. 
ments of Foot, and Two Squadrons of Norte. 
Our Cavalry were drawn up in Two Lines, 
Twenty Six Squadrons in the Firſt, and ninetcen 
in the Second. Crequi and Hamieres Commanded 
the Right Wing of the Firſt Line, Caſtlenau the 
© Left, having Varenne under him: Eguan- 
© court had the Right Wing of the Second 
Line ;and Schomberg the Left. Between the two 
Wings of the Firſt Line were Eleven Battalions 
Commanded by Gadagne; and between the 
Two Wings of the ſecond, ſeven Battalions 
© under the Command of Bellefonts. The Body 
of Reſerve conſiſted of Fourteen Squacrons 
* Commanded by Richelieu, ſupported by the 
_ © Genſdarms, where Baſi and Ja Salle were 

* poſted. My ſtation was in the Right Wing of 
c the Firſt Line, oppoſite to the Enemies Left 
Wing Commanded by Monſieur the Prince, 
vhich gave me an opportunity of ſeeing him 
often during the Combat; and to ſave Bout. 


villes Lit, vhich was endanger'd by ſeven of 
N Mp our 


* the Head of the Swiſs, cut their Infantry in 
| © Pieces. ; * 


Hills, which Flank'd the Princes Army: From 


I continu'd to Write to my Brother all the 
Campaign; but I have ſuppreſt the remainder of 


( 


© our Horſe who had taken him Priſoner. Caſtle- = 
nas began the Attack, and had an eaſie task to il 
© beat the Spaniards. The Count de Soiſſons at | 


© What gave us fo ſudden an Advantage on 
„that ſide, was the Routing of their Right 
Wing under Don John, by our Left. Their 
(Left where the Prince Commanded, made more 
Reſiſtance, and we had been broken, had it 
not been for Monſieur de Tarennes Precaution. 
Who hid the Regiment of Bretagne behind ſome 


* whence they Sally d, and Firing on the Spaniards 
in the Flank, while we did the ſame in Front; 
the Enemy were broken and Routed. The 
* Prince had Two Horſes Kill'd under him. Bou- 
* teville, Mailly, Coligny, The Prince de Roubais, 
Rochefort and Guitault were made Priſoners. 
* We Din'd with the General , and I ſuppoſe 
f _ this Victory, Daxkirk will not hold out 
long. | 


my Letters, for fear they ſhou'd fill theſe Me- 
moirs too much. | 

 Dazkirk held out but Ten Days after the Battel; 
Leyde the Governour Dy'd the Twenty Fourth 
of a Wound he receiv'd during the Siege. The 
King came to the Camp as ſoon as the Garriſoo 
beat a Parley ; and when they March'd forth, = 
| | | | too 


Re... | 
took a view of them. The taking of Danliy. 
was follow'd by that of Bergue, Dixmude, Gr. 
velines and Oudenarde; Ipres was alſo taken be- 
fore che end of the Campaign, Monſieur de Tu. 
renne having beaten the Prince de Ligne. We 
had alſo a deſign upon Aloft: Monſieur de L' Iſebon. 
zs was Commanded to form the Siege, and my 
ſelf to ſerve under him: But we were Counter. 
manded, on advice that the Enemy had thrown 
deven Regiments into the Place. So having no- 
thing to do in Handers, I return'd to Paris in 
October, and believ'd I had taken ſuch a liking to 
War, that twou'd have entirely cur'd me for 
running after Women, had not two things hap. 
pen'd which help'd to make me more Fooliſh than 
ever, With reſpect to Gallantry and Love: The 
one was Cardinal Mazarir's Coldneſs to me, and 
not only to me, but to my Brother and all our 
Family. He kept my Brother in Catalonia where 
he knew nothing wou'd be done, and chid himat 
his return for raiſing the Siege of Camredon, tho 
he did it by his Order, As for my ſelf, I thought 
I had deſervd ſomething for my Behaviour the 
laſt Campaign, and expected to have been Careſt 
by his Eminence, as well as the other Officer 
that had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves; but I was the 
only Per ſon to whom he ſaid nothing. He began 
at that time to be diſguſted with thoſe to whom 
I was ally'd, and whom I lookt on as my Pro 
tectors, about him. 
The ſecond thing that finiſn d my Ruin, wi 
the Peace, it being my Misfortune to — in 
FRY n N ö ove 
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, Love with War at the time when *rwas almoſt 
over: we were ſcarce Arriy'dat Paris, before we 

0. 1 3 f 5 

| underſtood that the King's Marriage with the In- 


ve fanta of Spain was Negotiating ; and that the 
Marriage wou'd produce a General Peace. 
Toundo me quite, my Second Brother return'd 
to Paris, bringing with him a French Woman out 
of Sweeden, whom he call'd his Wife; They had 
neither of them any Money, and the firſt thing 
they did was to Commence a Suit with me and 
my Eldeſt Brother, for my Mothers Eſtate. She 
had been Dead a Year and a half, having 
ſpent all that ſhe had. My Siſter had been a Wi- 
dow Two Years, ſhe had no Children, and Liv'd 
with my Brother or me, having ſeen plainly that 
JI WW what was left us by our Mother, when 'twas di- 
vided amongſt us, wou'd not be enough to Maintain 
her without Aſſiſtance : But as ſoon as my 
Brother return'd, ſhe had a Hundred Notions 
in her Head which my Brother inſtilbd into 
ker, that my Eldeſt Brother and I had Wrong'd 


account for the Eſtate , which they pretended 
we had fraudulently withheld from them for 
our Advantage. Thus I was oblig'd to go to 
Law, and any Man may Judge how fit I was for 
| ſuch a Curs d Occupation; 1 left all the Manage- 


Care, I thought of nothing but how to Comfort 
my ſelfin my Misfortunes, by my uſual Conſola- 
tlons, Love and Gllantry. 


1Ad. 


them; they leagud together to call us to an 


ment of it to my Prother, and depending on his 
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Iaddreſt my ſelf to a young Lady, who lately 
was receiv'd into the Queens Service, and whoſs 
Beauty Eclipſt the other .Young Ladies of her 
Majefty's Train. Nor was her Modeſty and wif 
dom leſs Conſpicuous; Vertues very rarely to be 
met with in thoſe of her Station; who generally 
live without Conduct or Reputation. 7 perceivd 
*twou'd be a difficult thing to make her Love me 
not only becauſe ſhe vallu· d herſelf on her Ver. 
tue, but becauſe ſhe had a Settlement in view, 
and I cou'd not think ſhe wou'd on that account 


pl hearken toa Marry'd Man 8 yet theſe Difficulties 


did not diſhearten me, they rather help'd to egg 
me on. I wanted a delicate Amuſement, and 
after all the miſhaps that befel me in the Intrigues 
that / had had with Jilts, 7 was glad to think that 
I ſhou'd find more Pleaſure in gaining the affect. 
ions of a Vertuous Perſon. However this was 
Chimerical Fancy; I was not fo nice my ſelf, as 
to be a Platonick Lover; nor was ſhe ſo Vertuous 
to Love me with Delicacy, had J been diſposd 
ſo to Love her. I had ſcarce engag'd her to 
give me a hearing, before I felt my felt Eaffam d 
with all the deſires of a Diſorderly Paſſion, Not- 
withſtanding which, I kgd the refolucion to hide 
them from her, fearing as ſoon as ever ſhe miſtruſ 
ed any ſuch thing, ſhe wou'd arm her (elf with 
Pride, and Baniſh me her Preſence for ev:r. 
_ T ſpent a whole Month in this conſtraint, and 
had nothing to pleaſe my ſelf with, but the Con- 
templation of my Miſtreſſes Vertue, J flatter d 
my ſelf in vain, that twas a great deal for ſo dil- 


creet 
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crect a Perſon to ſuffer me to ſpeak to her of my 
Paſſion, always believing, that ſince ſhe had gone 
ſo far, ſhe might go farther; and I waited only for 
in opportunity to ſpeak my mind more plainly to 
' her. Twas hard to meet with a Proper time, and 
even. .hen, when I began to open my Mouth, the | 
dea of her Vertue kept me filent, or 7 turn'd the F 
diſcourſe to ſomething elſe, © 
How often was I angry with my ſelf for the 
Croſſneſs of my Inclinations , which was the oc 
caſion of my want of Delicacy, I did not then 
know, what I am now very well fatisfy'd is true, 
That thoſe defires are born with the Paſſion of 
Love, and are Inſeparable from it. That the ni- 
ceſt minds ceaſe to be nice, as ſoon as they begin ; 
to be in Love; and that the Vertuous Love which 1 
ſome Men boaſt of, is a meer Illuſion. = 
While 1 was thus ſtruggling with my ſelf, my 
Miſtreſs told me one day, that in Confidence of 
my Friendſhip and good Advice, the wow'd let me 
know that ſhe was belov'd by ſuch a Man, na- 
ming him to me. The alliance between him and 
me, or rather his misfortune hinders my naming 
him in this Place, He was the moſt Liberal to 
his Miſtreſs of any man at Court. And his Em- 
ployment enabled him to be as Bountiful as he 
wou'd. She inform'd me, I ſay, that this man was 
in Love with her; and had offer*d her an Hun- 
dred Thouſand Crowns if ſhe wou'd anſwer his 
Paſſion. 
was not ſurpriz d to hear that the Man wie are 
lpeaking of ſnou'd carry his Liberality ſo far, an 
| | Hundred 


— 
es etnies 
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Hundred Thouſand Crowns were nothing with 
him; But I was ſtrangely amaz'd that a Lady of 
whoſe Vertue, 1 was ſo much afraid, had l earkiyg 
to theſe offers ſo much, as to be in ſuſpence what 
reply to make to them. I ſuppos'd then the was 
not what J had taken her for, and to ſatsfie my 
{elf tarther, I relolv'd to hide my Aſtoniſhment, 
and with a ferious Air told her, Faith, Madam, 
a Hundred Thouſand Crowns are not to be dif. 
pis'd: were Tin your place, I wou'd make no ſcu- 
ple to take*em, I had hardly done ſpeaking, when 
looking at me with [ndignation, ſhe cry'd out, 
how can you Love me and give me this advice? 


I, Madam, ( reply'd I,) woud not ha ve given it 
to you, it I had not thought you expecizd it; if 


you had not, you might eaſily have known what 
to do in the matter, without conſulting me: 
You wow'd have {ent him packing with his Hun- 


dred Thouſand Crowns without talking of it to 


any body. That was my Intention, ſaid the La- 
dy, and I ſpoke on it to you, only to hear what 
you wou'd fay. I find [am deceiv'd, and that you 
don't Love me. Take my advice, don't put any 
force on your inclinations, ſee you are notecpa- 
ble of a delicate Paſſion, and that every word you 
have hitherto fail to me has been Air only: 
Throwing my felt at her Peet, Iaſſur d her I Lo 
her to Deſperation; that I wiſh'd and hop'd for 


al things; and vou'd not have advisd her to 


take my Rivals Hundred Thouſand Crowns, were 
it not that 1 wanted to know if any thing cou'd 
ſhake her Vertue. Durſt I have believ'd 15 

wel! 


n 
wou'd Sacrifice your ſelf for a Thouſand Crowns, 
| wou'd have given them to you my ſelf tor I will 
ſpare nothing to be happy. Yew" the. reply'd 
where will you have em? She ſpake theſe Words 


W with an Air of Contempt, which gave me to un- 


derſtand ſhe: reproached me for not being Rich 
aud this confirm'd me in the Judgment | made of 
her at the beginning of our converſat ion that ſhe 
was not over delicate. Tis true ſaid 1 ſullenly, 
[ am not ſo Rich as he that offer'd vou that 
dum: But! have hitherto Lov'd you weil enough 
to procure it for you, if | thought ſuch a Bargain 
wou'd agree with your Vertue or my Delicacy. 
Don't let 'us attempt things beyond cur ſtrength, 
reply'd this vertuous Lady; if 1 was felt in- 
tereſted, I fear you cou'd hardly give me as much 
25 | fhould be willing to take; and I can't tell 
whether or no I ſhou'd have Courage enough to 
uſe him ill, that wou*d give me as freely as I wow'd 
bave him. Therefore let us ſtay where we are, 
lave me to do as I think fit with reſpect to 
the offers that are made me. I wou'd have an- 
[wer'd her, but we were interrupted by People's 
coming in: And an Hour or two after, I left her 
without being able to ſay a word more to her 
about it. As ſoon as I gor Home, and had lei- 
ſure to reflect on this Adventure, 1 imagin d 
the Lady had come to a reſolution with her ſelf, 
and that the Hundred Thouſand Crowns had Con- 
quer'd her. I Lov'd her, l own: and eſteem'd 
her ſo much, that I thought nothing leſs than 
ſuch a Sum cou d have tempted her. I excus'd 
Part 2. mm her ; 
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her, confidering her circumſtances, that ſhe wa 
not indifferent to an offer that might make he 
Fortune eaſie. What Woman, ſaid I to my ſel 
wou'd not have done the very fame thing? an 
what has my Rival done, which I wou'd not d 
were | as Rich as he? Why did 1 Love her, by 
that | hop'd ſhe might do that out of delicacy fo 
me, which ſhe does for him out of Covetouſneſs o 
Intereſt ? Had not ſhe better, if ſhe will Ruin her 
Reputation, make her Fortune by it, than do it out 
of Love? Ithad ſcarce made theſe refle&ions befor 
I Condemn'd them all, and all my thoughts of her 
fery'd to encreaſe my Hate and Contempt of her U 
For Two or Three Days I was in the moſt Miſc. f 
rable Conditiog in the World, Love at laft got f 
the better; and forgetting the fair reſolutions I 9 
had taken to Love no more, ualeſs it was with 7 
delicacy , I refolv'd to purchaſe this Young U 
Lady, and try whether my Money wou'd not pre. * 
vail upon her as well as my Rivals : What revolu-Iſ h 
tions are there in Love! Inſtead of Delicate andi a 
Honourable Sentiments, to which 1 had confind i t. 
my ſelf,1 was reducꝰd fo low, as to deſire only thei t 


Preference ina bargain, when he that bad moſt 


was to be the Chapman, and 1 believe, I had 
been ſo Fooliſh as to have ſtrip'd my ſelf of every I t 
thing, rather than to have given way to any Man: U 
So unwilling, was I to be ſupplanted, and 10 little 8 
able to do what a Man of Honour ought to have 
done on the like occafion. I ſhou'd have ſcorn'd Il ! 
ile Weman,and I doubt not but all the World wil If 
| 1 N Condem l 
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Condemn me for heſitating about it : But what 
not will a Man do that is in Love? 

Reſolving to buy my Miſtreſs, I endeavour'd 
to have a fight of her, that by my generous of- 
fers I might be too hard for my Rival. She on- 
ly laught at me, putting me in mind of my ſmall 
Eftate , *till ſeeing I perſiſted in offering to give 
her a Hundred Thouſand Crowns, ſhe changed 
her tone, and ſaid, all that ſhe had done was to 
try me; That the Man had never offer d her an 
Money, and that ſhe rejoyced to ſee Lov'd her fo 
well as to ruin my ſelf for her ſake. That ſhe 
wou'd never take Money of meor any Man what- 
ſcever ; all her hopes cent'ring in an Honourable 
ſettlement : And if I cowd Love her, without re- 
quiring any thing of her, ſhe ſhou'd always ſee 


me with pleaſure. Saying this, ſhe left me equally 


uncertain whether 1 ought to think as well of her 
as ſhe wou'd have me, or whether I {hou'd take 
her at her Word : Bur I perceiy'd ſoon after ſhe 
ayoided me, and ſuppoſing ſhe did it becauſe of 
the deficiency of my Funds: I thought her unwor- 
thy my Love, and reſolv'd to forget her. 

The ſequel of this buſineſs, ſhew'd that 1 


was in the right in my reſolutions ; I underſtood 


the whole matter, by the diſgrace of the Perſon 
that offer'd her the Money, which ſhe accepred. 
She was little the better for it ; for inſtead of gi- 
ving her the Money, he only paid her the Intereſt, 
ſheloſt both principal and intereſt when her Lover 
fell, and all ſhe got by her Complacency, was the 
loſs of her Reputation, for the whole Town 
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knew of the Intrigue; it became ſo publick, ſh; 
durſt not appear abroad, which oblig d her w 

Paſs the reſt of her Life in a Convent. 

The ill ſucceſs of this Amour, convinced me: 
freſh, that tis impoſſible to find a Woman that 
deſer ves to be Lov'd with delicacy , and this con. 
ſideration renew'd my former reſolutions to en 
gage with no Woman, only for an oppportunity 
to ſpend thoſe Hours pleaſantly, that I ſhou'd elk 
paſs at Home with my Wite in Miſery. 

Il was always Cautious of having any Ruptur: 
with my Wife, not only becauſe I naturally hated 
noiſe, but alſo becauſe I wou'd not offend he: 

Relations, whom I lookt upon as my Protector 

at laſt ſhe carry d things ſo far, that I cou d not be 

ignorant of an Intrigue which ſhe had with a Cour 
tier, Who never ſt ird from her Lodgings. This Man 
had a very Handſome Wife, and I reſolv d to make 
him as uneaſie as he made me, and to do with his 

Wife what he did with mine. 1 began to viſit het 

in form, and found her ſo. well diſpos d to be re 

veng d of her Husband, that in a few Days ny 
affairs were advanced as far as I wiſh'd then 
Yet what can we ſay of the Whimſicalneſs of tht 

Heart of Man; her Conduct towards me, com 

pleated my Jealouſie of my Wives Conduct to 
Wards her Husband. l doubted not they # 

Bgreed'as well together. And every time J Wi 

With his Wife, 1 cou'd not help thinking he was 

with mine, which made me Melancholy, anc 

unquier ; and I reproach'd my ſelf for being ec 

Netf=ry to my own ſhame, On this _— 

| : TC Ke 


> ys e ma wool O@” 


— W. hoe = | 


| =. 


© -= — J-£ „ wp ww 


( 181 


broke off the Intrigue a = Days after it 6 P 
an, that I might have leiſure to drive the Man 
ſuſpected from my Houſe. Whether or no he 
had the ſame Sentimeats as I, or whatever elſe 
were his reaſons tor it, as ſoon as he ſaw me addreſs 
my ſelf to his Wife, he neglected mine, and 
ſcarce ever ſaw her after I intended to hinder 
his ſeeing her any more. This was not the ovly 
effect, which my engagement with the Lady 
woduc'd,, d, it helpd to make my Wife more dif- 
creet, and either out of a deſire to comfort her 
ſelf for the loſs of her Lover, or out of ſealouſie 
that 1 lov'd his Wife; when ſhe perceiv'd that 1 
had left viſicing her, ſne behav'd her ſelf towards 
me in a manner quite different from her former 
Carriage. She ſtudy'd to pleaſe me and did it 
with ſuch an engaging Air, that I began again 
to think her lovely. By this means we did nat 


only come to a good underſtanding, but Lov'd 


one another even with Tenderneſs and Warmth. 

Let ary Man gueſs from hence this Change 
aroſe, and how two Husbands and rwo Wives 
ſhou'd turn to their duty, by the very way that 
lead them from it. For the Lady I lov'd behav'd her 
ſelf as well towards her Husband; they Lov'd 
one another alſo more than ever There muſt 
be ſome reaſon for it; what it is, let the cunning 
Men find out: All I can fay is, ſo it was, and I 
have ever ſince believ'd that the Husband can 
latisfie himſelf for the Injuries he reer by 
thoſe he Commits. 


M73: | My 
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My Wife and never talkt about the matter, 
which had occaſion'd our reconcilement, we 
Liv d together as if no harm had been done, | 
Lov d her ſo well, and theught her ſo fair, I for. 
got the cauſe ſhe had given me to ſuſpe& her 
Vertue; and we muſt own, when a Man think 
his Wife Lovely, he will be guilty of ſome 
weakneſs which one wou'd not believe he was 
capable of; from this time I never wonder 
to ſee Men Love their Wives, to ſeek after 
them, and take them again, though they had been 
never ſo un faithful. Which ought to be a demon- 
ſtration of the Misfortune of thoſe that Marry 
Young Wives, who have Beauty enough to 
oblige their Husbands to Love em; and hoy 
. cautious theſe ought to be, to avoid having any 
difference with them ſo publick, as to render their 
reconcilement ſhameful. E | 
The love I had for my Wife, cur'd me of ha 
ving any Intrigue for the remaining part of the 
Year. We got our Cauſe for the Law-ſuit with 
my Second Brother; and he had ſearce miſcarryd 
in his ſuit, before he had another, of another 
nature, with the Woman he brought out d 
Sweeden ; ſhe ſaid ſhe was his Wife, and my Bro 
ther alleg'd he had never Marry'd her. He ap 
ply'd to my Eldeſt Brother and to me, to be 
him to have Juſtice, in this Injury, done him 
*Twas for both our Intereſts that the Marriage 
ſhou'd not be held valid , for the Woman wa 
poor, and we were not willing that our Bro 
ther, who was not Rich, ſhou'd have ſuch a Charg 
W 52 


| (133) 
won him, which wou'd make him the more 
Char geable to us: But when ſhe declar'd how 


Marriage, we believ'd ſhe had right of her ſide; 
and as fhe faid, was Marry'd ro him with 


Duty to aſſiſt him when he was in the wrong, 


our Honour and Intereſt, we did our utmoſt to 
bring him to reaſon, but he was already ſo irrita- 
ted dep for the loſs of his Cauſe, that he ac- 
cuſed us as wicked Brothers, who ſided with this 
Woman on purpoſe to undo him quite. This 
oblig'd us to give over meddling in the affair, and 
to leave it to them two to decide it between them- 
ſelves. Without our being further concern'd ia 
it, he took her forcibly out of a Convent where 
my Eldeſt Brother and I had placd her, and my 
Brother paid her a Penſion. She was a very 
pretty Woman about Four or Five and Twenty 
MW Years of Age, ſhe was the Daughter of a French. 
van who ſettled in Smeeden, and had Relations of 
conſiderable Quality in Paris. Her Husband had 
the leſs reaſon to abandon her, becauſe he was in 
Love with her Six Years before he Marry'd her ; 
and her Father at laſt gave his conſent to it, only 
becauſe he produe'd Letters, which he forg'd, from 
my Mother and my Eldeſt Brother, that they lik'd 
the Match; intimatiog alſo that my Brother had 
a vaſt, Eſtate in France. 5 


he return d to Paris, or whether he was in hopes 
S M 4 


the affair was, and we ſaw the Certificate of her 


the uſual Ceremonies, We cou'd not think it our 


and as Injurious as the Match with her was to- 


I can't tell. whether he grew weary of her aſter. 
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and we fore ſaw that if an Indic ment was brought 


. 
of Marry ing to more advantage; but as ſoon as 
he ſound in what condition his Fortune was in 
France, and had loſt his Cauſe with us, he wou'd 
have ſent her Home again and diſownd her far 
PR 8 
She was as we have ſaid in a Convent where my 
eldeſt Brother plac'd her and we had given initruqj. 
ons to the ſuperiour to be on her Guard, that (he 
might not be for cd away from her. One Eve 
ning returning from an Eſtate my Brother hat 
near Paris, towards the City, we paſt by the 
Gate of the Convent; betorg which, we law 1 
great Number of People Aﬀembled : We ak 
what was the matter? And were told, that cer. 
rain perſons had been there, and carry'd off x 
Young Woman; that they had broken down the 
Grate, and Informations were come in againſt 
em. The Lady Abbeſs was my eldeſt Brothers 
Acquaintance, and he thought himſclt oblig'd 1d 
viſit her on this occafion We underſtood 'twas 
my Second Brother that had been guilty of thi 
fine exploit. Never enterpriſe was Jo Ill concertec;: 
He came with Soldiers of the Guards, and having 
askt tor the Per ſon he wanted, he held her by tre 
Arm through the Grate,while his followers broke 
it down, This was not done fo ſuddenly, but 
People ran thither at the noiſe, My Brothers 
Wife got out of his Ciutches, and re-enter'd the 
Convent, where ſhe inform'd every body of the 
violence that had been done her. Twas an at: 
tempt puniſhable with nothing leſs than Death, 


"| galant 
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againſt him for breaking the Grate, he wow'd be 
proſecuted and Puniſh'd accordingly. We pre- 


vail'd with the Lady Abbeſs to ſuppreſ:-that cir- 
cumſtance, and to ſay only, Thar my Brother came 


to take out his Wife,w hich was all that was put in 


the Charge. We immediately went to ſeek out 
my Brother, to let him know, the only way he had 


to fave himſelf from a pious Criminal. We found 
him in the Neighbourhood of the Convent, ſo 


little was he apprehenſive of the conſequences of 


the Action he had committed. My Eldeſt Bro- 
ther ſpoke to him, and told him, he wou'd loſe 


bis Head if he did not preſently pur in a Plea, 


ſetting forth that the Woman he wou'd have 


taken away was his Wife, and that he de- 
manded her to be deliver'd up to him. We had 


much a do to convince him ti at he had no other 


way of clearing himſelf; we were forc'd to 


threaten him, «nd tell him that attempts on R=l1- 
gious Houſes were never pardon'd in France. All 


we cou'd get from him was, that he wou'd do 


as we ielird him; bur that he wou'd ſtab his 
Wife as ſoon as he ever cou'd come ar her. My 


Eldeſt Brother loft no time, and made ſuch good 
uſe of his Credit at Court, that the thing ended 


as we wou'd have had it. Thus my Second Bro- 
ther having confeſt in his Plea, that the Woman 


was his V Vife he was forc'dever after to acknow- 
ledge her for ſuch : And what is moſt ſurprizing 
is, that he lov'd her more than ever. And as ſoon 
as he ſaw that he cou'd not part from her, 
he gave over all thoughts of a Divorce, and ne- 


ver 


- Gn, 
ver after ſaid ſhe was not his V Vife. He made 
vertue of neceſſity ; on which occafion I may 
venture to affirm, that if Men were allow 
to diſown their Wives, there's none of em hard. 
ly but wou'd be tempted to it. And it the im- 
poſſibility of breaking a Marriage, renders the 
Yoke of Wedlock burthenſome on one Hand, 
on the other, it ſerves to determine to live loving. | 
ly together. Tis in vain to talk that Marriage 
being indiſſolvable is a rigorous Law , twoud be 
worſe were it not ſo. 5 | 
My Second Brother and his Wife were on much 
the ſame foot with me and mine; and one may 
Judge by that, we were fit Tools for the Sex to 
work with. Twas without doubt a ſingular bu- 
ſineſs to find in the Family, two Husbands 
that, paſt ſo from one extremity to the other; 
and after having hated their VVives, that they 
ſhou'd love em again. But perhaps there are 
many Husbands who wou'd do as much as we have 
done, were they not more aſham'd ef Loving 
Unfaithiul VVomen, than unwilling to forgive 
and to Love them. 1 
As for my ſelf, I eonfeſs I was not very ſenſi. 
ble of this ſhame ; all the proof I had of my 
VVites ill Conduct, appear'd to me to be uncer- 
tain. and the VVorld having never fix'd any re. 
markable Scandal upon her, I did not think it to 
the purpoſe to make my ſelf uneaſie about it: WW th 
And whoever ſhou'd have blam'd me for it, or ſu 
ſet me againſt her, wou'd not have been very wel © m 
come to me. I don't pretend that my —_— 
| EY ou 
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ſhou'd govern any one: The Reader will ſee by 

the faithful relation I make of all my Errors, that 
I dont ſet up for a model of vertue or ditcretion ; 

on the contrary,] am the firſt to Condemn my ſelf 
in all the ill Adventures that I have been con- 
cern d in. However, I may ſay, that 1 am not 
worthy of blame, in returning to the good liking, 
and the value for my VVife which I once had; 
and | can't approve that malignity which the 

VVorld ſhews againſt Marry'd Folks, that 

wou'd never have a Man Love his VVife again, 

if ever he has been diſatisfy d with her. In our 
late management, I thought my ſelf one of the 

Happieſt Men in Paris, and I might always have 

thought ſo, if my VVife and | had known the 

juſt value of the Happineſs, we enjoy'd enough ro 
have been on our Guard againſt every thing that 
cou'd have diſturb'd us. But neither the nor I 
were lo careful in it as we ought to been, ſhe ſoon 
gave her ſe]f her former Airs, and I follow'd my 
uſual Courſes: I mean, as ſoon as ſhe neg- 
lected me, I endeavour'd to get conſolation elſe- 
where. . 

Our Friendſhip la ſted till the Journey to Spain; 
my VVife was Nam'd for one of the Ladies that 
were to wait on the Queen's Mother, and this 
diſtinction which the ſupposd ſhe ow'd only to 
g the Credit of her Relations, made her ſo vain, 
chat the did not condeſcend ſo much as to con- 
ſult me on the expences of her Journey. I Went 
; my ſelf towards St. Jean de Luz in May, to 
Wait on Cardinal Mazarize, who was to 

| / C Ol- 
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_ conclude there the Articles of Peace, and thoſe 
of the King*s Marriage with the Infanta.s 
J arriv'd at the place of enterview between 
his Eminence and Don Lewis de Haro, a month 
ſooner than the Cardinal, and having nothing to 
do, Ireſolv'd to go as far as Madrid; I was wil. 
ling to ſee whether the Spaniards remember'd (he 
Algerine Slave, and if I cou'd meet with any of 
the Miſtreſſes l had there Eight or Nine Years ago, 
I can't tell whether or no it might not be an 
effect of the Climate; but as ſoon as I found my 
ſelf on Spaniſh Ground, I cou'd think of nothing 
but Love and Gallantry. The Marqueſs of D-— 
and the Chevalier D went with me; ] 
was as Bold and Romantick as when J Traveld 
thither before and meditated occaſions to ſigna- 
lize my ſelf. I told my Companions ſome of my 
Adventures with the Spanijþ Ladies, which made 
them as deſirous as my ſelf to enter on ſome in- 
trigue. We were all Three of us in the beſt Hu. 
mour in the World for Knight Errantry; and J 
can call the deſigns we propos d to our ſelves by 
no other Name. | OE 
When we came to Madrid, we went to pay our 
Duty to the King, who knew me again, and 
cou'd not help Laughing when he ſaw me. He 
ſaid he was glad to ſee me, and that *rwou'd be 
_ pleaſant to the Infanta his Daughter to have 2 
ſight of a Perſon of whom ſhe had heard ſuch 
ſtrange Adventures. He led us to her Apart 
ment, and preſented me to her, ſay ing, I hare 
brought you the A/gerize Slave of whom — 
8 ave 
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have heard ſo much talk. The Infanta fell a 
Laughing, and askt me where my Slaves Habit 
was, and whether I had not brought it with me? 
I told her, I cou'd not tell what was become of 
it, and that theſe were the Stories of my Youth, 
which are now out of mind No, no, faid ſhe, 
they are not forgotten, i] ſhew you ſome body 
that will make you remember em. Saying theſe 
Words, ſhe calld a Lady to her who was in a 
Corner of the Chamber, and ask'd if ſhe knew 
me? The Lady was Elennora; ſhe bluſh'd when 
ſhe ſaw me, bur recolleQting her ſelf, ſheanſwer'd 
the Infanta, ſhe ſhou'd never forget a Man to 
whom ſhe ow d her Life; and that ſhe was glad 
to meet me again, to ſhew me that ſhe wou'd 
always acknowledge the ſervice Idid her. I bow'd 
down to the Ground when I ſaw her, and knew 
her, and ſhe ſeem'd to me to be ſo Fair, that I felt all 
the Paſfion which I once had for her to rekindle 
in my Breaſt. I anſwer d her with general Com- 
pliments, and then we talkt of the King and 
Court of France: I was askt a Hundred queſtions 
on that ſubject. The lnfanta ſhew'd me the King s 
Picture; I took hold of that opportunity to tell 
her, that the King had a Thouſand Qualities, and 
2 Thouſand Graces which no Painter cou'd ex- 
preſs. She then askt if the Pictures that we had 
| {cen of her in Fance reſembled her? 1 he Chevalier 
D- pull'd one out of his Pocket, telling her *twas 
Copy d from that which was given the King. She 
lookt upon it, and ſaid ſhe was too much flat- 
ter d; and that the King wou'd find a great deal 
| of 
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of difference between the Picture and the Origi. | 


nal; but ſhe hoped at laſt, that he wou'd pardon 
her want of Beauty, in favour of the reſpe and 
devotion that ſhe had for him. Nothing coud 
be more Gallant on the one fide and the other 
than this converſation : the Infanta Charmed us 
with her Modeſty, her Gallantry, and her Sweet. 
neſs. As for me, I minded Eleonora above all 
things, yet I durſt not look upon her too oſten, 
for fear of giving offence; and I fancy'd that 

ſhe ſhun'd to fee much, as much as ſhe cod. 
Il was not the only Man that ogled her, the Mar. 
quiſs D ſeeing her, and knowing her to be 
the ſame of whom I had talkt in the Relation of my 
Adventures in the Hahit of a Slave, had « 
deſire to have her in his turn: He doubted not, 
fince ſhe had an Inclination towards me, ſhe 
wou'd have the ſame for him ; and he gave way 
to his Paſſion the more freely, becauſe he did not 

think her a Conqueſt above his hopes. 
He ask'd me, when we went, if J cou'd ſee 
ſo fair a Woman again, and one who had lov'd 
me, without being willing ſtill to Love her? He 
muſt own, he ſaid, he never ſaw a more Lovely 
Creature in his Life; and if I wou'd conſent, he 
wou'd begin his Spaniſb Adventures by her. 
reply*d, I was glad his opinion and mine agreed 
ſo well; that I muſt confeſs, I lov'd her now as 
much as ever, but that ſhou'd not give him any 
diſt urbance, ſince on ſuch occaſions, every Man was 
for himſelf , that we ought each of us to proceed 
in our buſineſs without Quarrelling; and if he 
| was 
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was happyer than I, I wou'd not wiſh him the 
worſe for it; as I expeQted he ſhou'd pardon me if 
I ſucceeded better than he. He ſaid the Match was 
not equal,and that he perceiv'd by my knowledge 
of the Spaniſh Cuſtomes, my task wou'd be eaſieſt, 
and if iwou'd ACt like a Man of Honour, I ſhou'd 
leave that Lady to him,and feck out another, We 
only rally'd one another, and therefore call'd the 
Chevalier to decide the difference, The Cheva- 


lier declar'd the Marquiſſes demand to be juſt ; he 


condemn'd me to abandon my Conqueſt, and find _ 


out a new one; I ſeem'd to yield to this Sentence, 
but in the main, I did not venture much, for I 
was very well fatisfi d the Marquiſs wou'd not 
ſucceed , and when I ſaw Eleonora again, ſhe 
wou'd be as kind as before. . 
This Ladies Fortune was chang'd, x did not 
know the particulars of all that had happen d to 
her ſince my departure, I only underſtood ſhe was 
a Widow, and that the King of Spain, who till 
Lov'd her, had given her the port of Second 
Lady of Honour to the Infanta, Twas not ea» 
ſie to ſee and to talk to her; 7 waited for her to 
give me notice, how I might come to ſpeak to 
er; for in Spain the Women always make ad- 
vances : They are watch'd ſo narrowly, they muſt 
condeſcend to it, or muſt never ſee their Gallants. 
Two or three Days paſt before I heard any thing 
of her, and yet I ſaw her every Day inthe Infanta's 
Apartment. But I cou'd not ſpeak to her, except 
what my Eyes told her; and for a further declara- 


tion of my mind, I waited till ſhe gave me an aſſig- 
nation, 


i] To 
nation, on which 1 depended. The Marquiſs,who 


had no Muſe to hope for ſuch a favour, was very 
brisk ia ſhewing her his Paſſion, and as he paſt 
by her, he told her he was deſperatly in Love 
with her. JE 

Notwithſtanding my expectations, 1 recei« d 
no meſſage from her; I was the more ſurpr:z d, 
becaufe I faw by her looks chat the wanted 10 
{peak with me. I waited ſtil} to no purpoſe, ſo 
- I made it my bufine{s to find out an opportunity 
to whiſper my wiſhes to her when I ſaw lier with 
the Infanta. *Twas above a Week before I had 
Convenience of ſpeaking , and it ſcem'd yo me 
ſhe avoided me; at lait I met with the opportu- 
nity I d efir'd, and no body taking notice of us, 
J ſaid to her, that I expected her Commands, 
and ſhow'd dye if ſhe did not fend 'em to me in 
a little time. She reply'd, with a cold Air, Oh! Sir, 
you are Marry'd, and we have nothing to do 
with you now. _ 4; 

Theſe words, and the coldneſs with which ſhe 
{poke them, made me ſuppoſe ſhe was in hopes 
I wou'd Marry her; and I remembred all that 
ſhe had formerly ſaid to me on that ſubject, par- 
ticularly the deſire ſhe had to live in France. 
doubted not the kad ſtill the ſame deſire, and at It 
laſt I underſtood by the care icok to inform my ſp 
ſelf exactly concerning her, that fince the Ireaty 
of the Infanta's Marriage was propos d, ſhe long d 

paſſionately to accompany her, and wou'd be . 
willing to Marry a Frexchman , that ſhe might 


not be oblig'd to part from that Princeis ' as WW” | 
ſoon 
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ſpon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe hop'd 7 wowd Marry 


her; but hearing I had a Wite alre:zdy, theſe hopes 


yaniſh'd. This was the reaſon of her Coldyelts 
towards me, and, made her incline more towards 
the Marquiſs when ſhe kgew he lov'd her, and 
that he was not Marry'd. 

She Lifter'd to him, gave him Opportunity to 
ſee her; and the Marquiſs, who ref{olv'd on any 
terms to gain her, promis'd he wou'd Marry 
her. His promiſes were only ſo many Artifices 
to deceive her; for he knew well that his Fami- 
ly, who were equally Powerful and Noble in 
Fraxce, wou'd not conſent that he ſhou'd Marry 


a Foreigner. All that he ſaid therefore was only 


to amuſe her, and to try to engage her in an In- 
trigue. „ 
The Chevalier told me every thing, and the 
Marquiſs never fail'd to let him know how he 
proceeded in his Amour; And I confeſs, my vex- 
ation to ſee him more happy than l, encteas'd 
my zeal to prevent, that a Lady J once Lov'd, 
and ftill Lov'd, ſhoud be fo ſhamefully deceiv'd. 
told the Marquiſs my thoughts. but he took 
it all for the effects of my Jealouly. / word 
have inform'd Eleonora, but the Miargqui's had 


Prepoſſeſt her againſt me; and ſhe imagin'd / 


ſpoke it out of Vexation and Site 1 under- 
ſtood, by the Chevalier, that they faw o ano: 
ther three times a V/eck, and that the Maiquiſs 


brag'd he was very great wich her. This te uchd 


me to the quick, and I reſolv'd by ſome means 
or other, to let Eleonora underſtand the Marquiſs 


8 N wou'd 
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wou'd never Marry her. I wrote to her what] 
knew of the affa ir, I ſhe wd her the Impoſlibility 
ot ſuch a Marriage were the Marquis in eatneſ;, 
My Letter Laſh'd him a little too much, Jealou. 
fie having made me ſay all that I knew ill of 
kim. | | 

who ſpoke as freely of me, and demanded to 
meer me with his Sword in his Hand. The 
Chevalier did all he cou'd, to reconcile us, with: 
out any ſucceſs. We Fought, the Marquiſs was 
Wounded, nd M. de Grammont arriving much 
about the {ame time, inform'd the Cardinal, who 
was then at St. Jeau de Luz, of our Combat, 
His Eminence tent for me, and the Marquis 
whoſe Wound wou'd not permit him to Irs 
vel. 7 had no excuſe to hinder my obeying the 
CGardinal's Orders: Away [| went, Heartlly 
gricv'd, that on one Hand I left the Marquils in 
Poſteflion of a Woman I Lov'd; on the otlier. wa 
going ſingly to expoſe my ſelf to the Wrath, and 
perhaps the diſgrace of this Miniiier. 'Twas 
happy tor me, that the whole Court arrivd 
there before me, and my Wife had Credit enougi 
to appeale his Eminence, and to obtain that! 
ſhov'd not be ſent Prifoner to Pierre. Exciſe, & 
twas {aid I en be. The Cardinal Treated me 
very ill; he told me, I wou'd always be a Fod, 


& 
2 


and had it not been out of reſpect to my Wife, 
he word for ever prevent iny ſhewing the Fol) 
of French auen to ſtrangers. This Affair made i 


Wit 


Eleonora ſhew'd the Letter to the Marquil;, 
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Wife aſſume more Power over me, and uſe me 
more Contemptible than before. "Twas my MC 
ſortune that all the Worid ſaid ſhe had reafin for 
it; and that I cou'd not blame her my leit, tor [ 
was not ſo blind as not to fee the Extravagance, 
and the ill effect of my laſt Adventure. 

The infanta came to dt. Jan de Laz, con- 
ducted thither by the King her Father El-onora 
did not come this Journey, and IV as iniorm'd 
that the rumour of her Intrigue with the Mar 
quiſs, and of our Duel, was the cauſe of it. 
The Marquis, arriv'd there alſo : Mr. de Gran;e 
nont, his Kinſman made his Peace, and oblig d us 
o Embrace one another. The Chevalier told me, 
he was not very ſorry ſor the Joſs of Eleonora, 
who, in the end, perceiv'd that he wou'd de- 
ceive her; but ſhe cou'd not be reveng d of 
him; For at the ſame time that ſhe difcover'd it, 
ſhe was turn'd off by the I nfanta. and the Mar- 
quiſs departed from Madrid | cou'd no put ler 
quite out of my Mind, and wird 15 ul 
lo well, that I was concefn'd at her Deſi: 

The King of England came ti: the £9 ar ce 
to Solicite the affair of his Reflatiration , but 


he had no great cauſe of cohtent, tho' Crommnell 


dy d ſæ Months before: 16 rdina) and Don 
Lewis de Haro had . enoug on ther hands 
of their own, without tau themtelves 
with his. Among rhe reſt - ; 15 ES e King 01 Eg 


lands followers, Elizabeth Hafcil ws one, dil 


guis d like a Young Centi man ; anc 45 if Fare 


F 


nad decreed that I ſhou'd meet all the Adven- 
4 * | dures 
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tures of my acquaintance in this place, I met the 
Hermit of Fontarabia here, in the Quallity of 
the Poriuga Amballador ; he told me, that two 
or three Months after I left him, he return'd to 
Po tugal, where he lay conceafd till the Death 
of King John; that he was afterwards reſtor'd to 
his Eftate by the Queen Regent, and was in great 
favour with her: He had not credit enough at 
the Conference to hinder France abandoning 
Portagal, ſo he retir'd very much diſcontented. 
Her: alio1l met the Duke of Lorrain, to whom 
I related my Adventure at Braſſels, when I paſt 
for one of his Domeſticks. This Prince highly 
Careſt me, and ever ſince J have had a particular 
Friendfup with him. His Humour was much 
like my own, with reſpet to Women, he al. 
ways Sacrific d his Fortune and his Reputation to 
his Amours : Excepting this fault, he was, per- 
_ haps, the greateſt Man of his Age; He had an 
extraordinary genius for VVar ; but nothing 
was ſo valuable to him as his Pleaſure, He 
equally deſpis'd Good -and Bad Fortune , and 
never was ſo Gay, as when he was moſt unfortu 
nate. He wou'd take up with a Citizen, if he 
cou d get no better Miſtreſs $ and wou'd divert 

himſelf with a Captain of a Company of Foot, 

as well as with the greateſt Prince. Though ht 

had ſome thing in him too popular, and if 1 ma) 
ſo ſay, too mean for a Sovereign Prince; je 
tas impoſſible for all thoſe that knew him not i 
Love him: No Man's Converſation being mor 

enſie an d plealant. He told me, that 8 hk 
| | 19 Fil ol. 
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confinement in Spain, he had tad mnch talk 


of Eleonora; I related my Adventures with 
her , particularly the laſt. He faid, ſince (ve 
had a mind to ſee France, ſhe ought to be ſatis- 
fd; and if he knew where to find her, he wou'd 
go and offer her his ſervice. Neither he nor J. 
thought, when he ſaid ſo, that we ſhou d ſo toon 
have an opportunity to do what he propos d, as we 
had Two or Three Days afterwards. 4 Spaniard 
gave me a Letter, and went off after he had given 
it me, without telling me where I ſhou'd hear of 


him to return an Anſwer. The Letter came from 


Eleonora, and contain'd a requeſt, that I wowd 
not let the Marquiſss Treachery go unpuniſhd; 
She acquainted me, that ſhe was in a Convent at 
Toledo, where ſhe aſſur'd me ſhe ſhau'd never for-- 
get me. She clos'dall, repeating her deſire that 7 
wou'd revenge her on the M-rquiſs, and ſhe de- 
pended ſo much on my Courage , that ſhe did 
not offer to preſcribe the Method of my Ven- 
geance. | 

I ſhew'd this Letter to the Duke, who having 
read it, ſaid Jought not trouble my ſelf much abeur 


what ſhe wrote me concerning the Marquils; 


That*twas a fooliſh thing to ſeek Revenge, and / 
ſhowd oblige her much more if I cou'd take her 
out of the Convent. He added if, 1 wou'd, we 
ſhowd go hoth of us and deliver her. J cou 'd not 
think the Duke was in earneſt $ but he repeated 
ſo often, that he wou'd do it with a good will, I 
at laſt believd him. My deſpight at the Mar- 
wulle being better us'd than I, helpd to en. 
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ace my defireto do as the Duke had proposd. 
As for him, his bufineſs was to ger a Miltrets, 
and je was not his own Maſter when once that 
Fancy took him in'the Head? 
ima Mord, as muchas it was ag ainſt lee: 
probability, tre and Ire ſolv'd to vndertake a Jour. 
ney to Toledo. Ho, ſaid I will your Highneſs gg 
this Journey ? We'll Ride Poſt fail the Duke 
and MI! be diſguis d like an Expreſs. Well get 
to Paris time enough to be th re before the Court, 
and no body ſhall know what is become of us, 
"Tis very well known, I never lay when! 
will be gone, rl fend my Men to ſtay for us at 
Bourdeaux, do you the fame, and follow me if 
you dare. I faw a Thouſend difficulties in rhi; 
Pridi&* propoſals [was amaz'd to ſee a Soveraien 
aboGr to run . ſuch Adventures! However, bad 
it een on for the rarity of the thing, I ſhoud 
have been wi lling to accompany him. We de. 
parted from St. Jean de Laus, and inſtead of 
taking the Road to France, we turn'd our backs 
upon it, and returnd £0 Spain. We took but 
TWO Men with us, and I had never done won. 
d'r ing to [te the uke ot Lorratz in this Equipage, 
expoſing himſelf to ſuch a tatigue, for the fake of 1 
wo nan whom he did not know, As ſoon as we 
came to Victoria, I perceiv'd he left the Road to To 
ledo, and paſt on to Madrid, ſaying, Charity began 
at Home and t was juſt that he ſhou'd think of his 
_ own Miſtreſs before he thought of mine, That 
ſhe-was a Young Lady who Lov'd France is 
well as eee 5 hat he wou'd prepoſe her lea 
ving 


qo r MW mw 5: . R 


—_ wy -D 


Ws 


ving Spain with her, and he did not deſpair but 
ſhe wou'd do it, when he offer'd her a Compa- 
nion. 
This diſcourſe ſurpriz'd me; for I wou'd not 
have thought of bringing off Eleonora, had I not 
ſuppoſed the Duke wou'd havs taken the Charge 
of her; And I now ſaw ſhe wou'd f ll to my 
lot, the Duke having another Miſtreſs. 7 did not 
diſſemble my perplexity on this account; he an- 
ſu er'd me, that I ſhou'd take no care about Eleo- 
nora, That he was Great enough and Gallant 
enough to keep Two Miſtreſſes. 

We Arriyd at Madrid, and I was Heartily 
vex'd that I had undertaken this Jourt ey. The 


| Duke ſaw his Miſtreſs, a Young Lady about 


Eighteen Years of Age 5 1 cant tell how he 
came acquainted with her, but he was very Amo- _ 
rous, and promis'd to Marry her if ſhe wou'd 
follow him into Lorrain. He aflur'd her Eleono- 
74 woud gowith her, and had not much ado to 
perſwade her to it. The glory of being a Sove- 
reign Princeſs flatter d her too much tor her 10 
refuſe him. The Ouke wou d have me fre her, to 
confirm what he had ſaid, relating to our deſign of 
carrying off Eleonora. Je brought me to the 
place where he us'd to fee her, which I knew to 
be the Houſe of Manrique; The Young Lady 
being the Daughter of my perfidious Miſtreſs / 


ſabella. Whether or no the Duke of Lorrain's 


viſits were diſcover'd, or whatever was the matter, 

the Night he carry q me to this Houſe, we were 

ſurpriz'd 1 an Ambuſcade : We were frarce got 
* into 
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into the Chamber where the Duke us d to meet 
the Young Lady, when Maurique, ber Father, 
entcr'd, fol o d by ſeveral Servants, Who ſeiz d 
the Duke and me. not withſtanding the reſiſtance 
we made The Duke was not at all confounded, 
he told Manrigae he wou'd Marry his Daughter, 
and that he was the Duke of Lorrain, Mari. 
que Laught at him, not imagining that the Duke 
of Lorrais Was really the Man. He perceiv'd 
me, andknowing me, did not doubt but I way 
© | the Perſon who had thelotrigue with his Daugh- 
ter; and taking the Duke for one ot my Dome. 
= Aticks, he ſell a Laughing again, thinking? was 
an arriſice of mite to amuſe him. at laſt, the 
Duke who had ſeen him in Flanders, made him- 
- ſelf known to him, and Manrique began to talk 
in anorher tone. 
As for me, I Was ſo amaz'd to figd my ſelf ina 
Houſe, where formerly I had met with ſo many Wl 1 
fad miſhaps, and to ſee Manrique, a Man whole ll | 
deb ace 1 had reaſon ro fear, that as ſoon as 
— began to know the Duke of Lorrain, 
J elcs 20 gut uf the Hands of the Fellows that held 
=] and went out of the Chamber in order to 
ſave my ſell, and who ſhou'd I meet but his Wiſe, 
who was every whit as much lurpriz d to ſee me. 
' I had not teen lier at Court all the while | was laſt 
at Madrid inquir'd of her and learnt that (he and 
her Hus and Liv'd very retiredly , and were al- 
molt a ways in the Country. Iſabella made no 
queſtion, that I came thither to carry on an In- 
trigue with her Daughter. diſabus'd her, by 


telling | her, twas th. Du ke of Lor rain Who had 
the 


2 
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the Intrigue, and that he wou'd Marry her. J, 
ſabella, whoſe Character was ſtill the ſame, ſaid, 


et us leave them together; then ſhe led me into 
her Apartment, where when we came, I per- 
ceiv'd ſhe was reſolv'd to loſe no opportunity of 
renewing our former Acquaintance, A Mo- 
ment after, her Husband enter'd the Room, fol- 
low d by the Duke and his Daughter. The Duke 
was ask'd if he wou'd really Marry the Young 
Lady 2 His Highneſs replying, that was his de. 
fign. They anſwer'd, both the Father and Mo- 
ther, that ſhe ſhou'd not be Marry*d to any other 
Perion, till he was Arriv'd in his Terretories , and 
then they wou'd bring her to him, in caſe he 
wou'd not have his Marriage known, fo as to 
take her with all the forms” due to his Quality. 
The Duke ſeem'd to conſent to this propoſttion, 
and Manrique was very Civil to me, in conſide- 


ration of the Marriage which the Duke had 


given him hopes of. : 
As ſoen as we were got out of his Houſe, the D. 
told me he wou'd Poſſitively carry off the Young 
Lady; that all he had faid to her Father, was 
only to get clear of him: That his Miſtreſs 1e. 
ſolv'd too with him, and he only waited for an 
opportunity to deliver. her from the durance ſhe 
was in, She did not want a Companion, and 
therefore we might leave Eleonora where [he was. 
Faith, my Lord, ſaid 1, twill nor be ill done of us 
if we leave both of 'em; and your Highneſs 
ought to make a Conſcience of carrying away a 
Young Woman whom you cannot Marry. If 
l DAR | 9 ycu 
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you hearken to me, well een go Home and find 
out new Miſtreſſes there. The Duke ſaid, I waz 
in the right on't. I admir d to find him ſo docible 
and that a Journey, ſo extraordinary as ours, 


| \had no other effect than to bring us to r aſon: 


But thus we every Day grow out of Love with 
the things we moſt wiſh'd for, and the mot 
ſurprizing defi igns come to nothing, which i 
moſt common in matters of Gallantry. 

was pleas'd to ſee the Duke ſtop here, and 
conſent that we fhou'd return to France. Manrique 
Countenance had given me a diſguſt to San 
His Wife was as Fooliſh , but not as Hand ſeme 
as ſhe was Ten years ago; I found in my Breaſt 
no Sentiments for Eleonora, but what were as 
full of indifference and contempt as ſhe deſerv d. 
In ſhort, I cou d ſee no good ou d come by my 


ſaying in Spain; I was weary of our Knight kr. 


rantry, and pity'd the Duke of Lorrain, that he 
was not Wiſer. His Character was like a Mit- 
rour, wherein | beheld the Extravagance and Ri 
diculouſneſs of my own ; and 1 had never more 
inclination to avoid the Sex, than when ] ſaw the 
weakneſs they made ſogreara Manguilty of, which 
taught me, that a Man may ſometimes amend 
himſelf, by ſeeing i in another his own defects; for 
when we behold how ridiculous they are in ano: 
ther, we may imagine how they look in us. 

We went as we came, except that we were 


* Rob'd i in the New phbourhood of Bayonne. The 


Roads were full of Rogues, follow ing the Court, 


in hopes to pick up the ſtraglers, and Plun- 
der them. They took our Horſes and our Mo- 
neſt 
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The Duke only laught at it, and was very 
104 on the circumſtances we were in, on 
this occaſion. We Travell d Six Leagues a Foot, 
and the Duke to divert himſelf ſaid, to every body 
he met, that we were Pilgrims that came from 
St, Jean de Las. I cou'd not forbear laughing 
whether I wou d or no, though in the main, 1 
cau'd not approve. that a Prince of his Rank 
ſhou'd be fo much a Knight Errant. I did not 
think he was an example to be follow'd ; and that 
if *tis a fault in Princes to be too conceited of 
their Quality; tis much more one in them to 
quite forget it. ; 
The Duke did not Change, and he was ſcarce: 


Arrivd at Paris before he was about ey ano- 


ther Match as that at Madrid. Tis tru he 
addreſt himſelf to a Young 3 Who 
made up in Merit, what ſhe wanted in Quality: 
And wou'd not Marry him after ſhe underſtood 
the King was againſt ic. 

What happen'd to me in Spain about Bhs 
gave my Wiſe a new Right to carry her ſelf to- 
wards me as ſhe pleaſes. I found her plung'd in 

all the diverſions of the Court , ſhe had every 

wy a Hundred People had her Houſe, who play d 
from Four a Clock in the afternoon to Seven the 
next Morning; Icou'd hardly ſome times crowd 
into my own Houſe, where 1 was as little known 
as if I had been a ſtranger: I ſtill diſſembled. 
but 1 ſuFer*d not the leſs for it; and I believe 
thoſe Husbands whoſe: Wives Game, are not 
more Inſenſible than I was, whatever Face they 


put 
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put upon it. Happy for them if they have no 
fault to hide in their Wives, but their Love of 
play. My Wife in a little time was oblig'd to 
lead another ſort of Liſe, occaſion'd by the dif. 
grace of thoſe by whoſe relation and aſſurance ſhe 
ſupported her Vanity and her Gaming. Cardinal 
Margarine dy'd, and leſt behind him dreadful Me. 
moirs againſt tliem; we ſunk with our Protectors 
My Eldeſt Brother, who already was not very 
well contented, for his having been kept in Ca. 
talonia, where there was nothing to be done for 
_ ſeveral Vears and had lately receiv'd new cauſe 
ol diſguſt by his being omitted in the promction 
of Knights of the King's Orders, made in 1662, 
reſolv'd to go and ſerve the Veuetians. | 
ftay'd at Paris till the concluſion of Mr. Foa. 


guet Tryal, | 8 5 
My Wife went into Bretagne, her own Country, 
where ſhe ſoon Dy'd of Grief, I Liv'd near 
Three Years after in Paris, having ſomthing elſe 
to mind beſides Gallantry : I was fain to work 
Night and Day to aſſiſt Mr. Fouquet to defend 
bimfelf. We kept feur Preſſes at Work to 
Print our Cafes, we chang'd our Lodgings al. 
moſt every day; and Imuſt, in juſtice, acknou- 
ledge that all was managed by the Indefatigable 
Application of Mr. Fouquet's Younger Brother, 
who was firſt Eſquire of the little Equerry: He 
ſpar'd n> watching, Labour or Induſtry, to 
ſerve his Brother. The Change of my Fortune 
had the effect, which all ſuch diſgraces producs: 1 
met with none but cold and uſeleſs Friends, and . d 
N 5 the 
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the Mort iſicat ion to hear it ſaid, that I was the 
leaſt to be pity d of all; and no body talkt more 
to this purpoſe than the Women I had Lov'd. Each 
of em deni'd that ſhe had ever known me, 
and 1 was difown'd by all my Friends of both 
Sexes. . 
We may Lawfully ſay, that a Man cannot 
know the World without undergoing the like re- 
verſe of Fortune. He muſt be unhappy, to ſee 
the Bottom of Men's Hearts, and eſpecially thoſe 
of the Women. _T. 1467; 
The Life I had led while Mr. Fouquet's cauſe 
depended, only made me more eager and impa- 
tient to lead one more agreeable to my Humour. 
'Twas to no purpoſe, that I was convin*d of the 
Vanity of the World, and the falſhood of Friends; 
I wanted thoſe principles which alone can render 
ſuch conviction uſeful, I mean the principles of 
Religion. I endeavour'd to drown my cares 
in thoſe pleaſures for which I had moſt Inclina- 
tion, and in this view, for Twenty Years to come, 
I Livd much after the ſame rate as I had done fon 
Twenty Years paſt, and loſt the Fruit I might 
have gather'd from my expences and diſgraces. 
My. Fortune was entirely ruind by the fall of 


Mr. Fouquet, | was oblig'd to ſell my Commiſſion, 


and my Penſion was taken from me. My Wife 
Dying Childleſs, I was forc'd to return the little 
| had with her. Thus was this Riarriage, on 
which my Eldeſt Brother and I founded all our 
hopes of Advancement, the cauſe of all cur Mis- 
| fortunes. I had ſpent high, and ſpar'd nothing, 

| | | as 
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as I have ſhewn you in theſe Memoirs, in the 
courſe of my pleatures, I truſted ſo much to my 
Protectors, that ſeeing they rowPFd in Money, 
J thought 4 coud never want it. Though | had 
no place in that Revenue, nor was a Man of buſi. 
neſs , yet my allyance and Friendſhip with thoſe 
that were, made me almoſt as negligent of my ſelf 
and my expences, as they were in their pro- 
ſperity. I was guilty of all the Follies which 
they every day Committed, after having inrichd 
 them'elves by Bargains which exhauſted the 
publick Treaſures to fill their own : They forgot 
what they had been, and dard to vie with Princes 
in their Pomp and Luxury, - 
I was by this means, reduc'd to the fifth part 
of my Income, which was not ſufficient for my 
Subſiſtance. Indeed, while Mr. Fouquet's Caule 
depended, I wanted not Money , but as ſoon as 
he was Caſt, 1 found my circumſtances in a 
- very uneaſie poſture, ſo little had I left for my 
Maintenance. My Siſter in Law, Wife to my 
Eldeſt Brother, ſtay'd in France, ſhe retir'd into 


the Country with her Children, and had all her 


Eſtate uutouch'd, and that was very conſidera- 
ble: But ſhe was oblig'd to make ſuch trequent 
and large remittances to her Husbard that | cou'd 
not expect much from her. Beſides, ſhe lookr up- 
on me, as the cauſe of the diſgrace of all our Fami- 
ly, by my Marrying into Mr. Fouquet's. 1 found 
therefore, that to avoid making an ill figure at 
Home, I mult do as my Brothers had done, Tra- 
vel into Foreign Countries, and put my ſelf = 
the 
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„ 2 
be the Service of ſome Foreign Prince. I is not hard 
y to guels what Cou:try lv ound choote for the 
place of my Refuge. 1 hid Children in Poland 
0 that were Rich enough to maintain me; I 
reſolv'sd to go to them, and ws about ſelling my 
ſe Eſtate O Equip me for my Journey, when a 
friend, whom I confided in, diſſwaded me 
from it, ſay ing, fuch a Man as Icoud never 
» WI want Money in France, and I might find plenty 
4 I of Rich Ladies who wou d give it me, if I wou'd 
engage with them in an Intrigue, I hearken'd to 
what he ſaid, and giving Credit to a Hundred 
Stories he told me, of ſeveral Courtiers who 
ſubſiſted entirely by the Money they got that 
t vay, I believed I might meet with the ſame For- 
une, and that J had nothing to do but to find 
e out ſome Rich Lady, who was Miſtreſs of her 
Perſon and her Eſtate. | 


: Thus I began to do with reſpe&.to Women, 
7 what they had done with me at the time when I 
7 padgny Miſtrcfſes; but 7 found, that either all Thad 
, card of the ſe paying Miſtreſſes was falſe, or that 
they did not think me worth their Mony A Thou- 


ſand Negotiations were offer d, to find me ſuch a 
Woman as | wanted, they every one of them 
deceiv'd me; and 7 perceiv'd at laſt, that they 
flatter'd me with theſe hopes, only to Rob 

me of what I had lefc, Es ET 
J imagin'd, that without their help j had met 
with the Woman 7 ſought after, in making ac- 
quaintance with the Widuw of a Judge: She 
Livd private enough, yet ſhe Lov d her ſelf very 
MET | 1 
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much, ſhe aſfeqed to be thought Handſome and to 
have Gallants. This Lady was very Rich, and 
Eknoving that ſhe had no averſion to an Intrigue, 
laddreſt my ſelf to her. She Lov'd me, or made 
as if ſhe did; but when ſhe ſaw that 1 wanted 
Money, ſhe vallu'd her ſelf on the ſmall Preſents 
ſhe had given me tho' they were Trifles, yet 
ſhe pretended I was ſufficiently oblig'd to her for 
them not to require that ſhe ſhou'd not let others 
ſhare in her good graces. She dayly engaged 
new Lovers, and when Icomplain'd to her, ſhe 
reproacht me with her Bounty. I fſuflerd 
all, in hopes to make her more delicate in 
time; But this ſerv'd only to let me feel the 
more the Pain of not being Rich. Men without 
Wit or Merit, were every day welcome to her; 
She overwhelm'd them with Careſſes and Civi- 
llities, becauſe they wereRicher than I: And in the 
end, ſhe us'd me no better than one of her Do- 
Mmeſticks to whom ſhe paid Wages. Let who will 
be paid by their Miftreſſes on ſuch Terms, as for 
me I cou'd not like it; And leaving this unwor- 
thy Woman to her Sots and Coxcombs, I depar- 
ted for Poland very well ſatisfy'd, that in Gallan- 
try, as well as other things, a Man can do no. 
thing without Money, x. 

Il wou d have paſt through Venice, had not my 
Brother inform'd me that the Deathof the Noble 
Venetian was not yet out of mind; tlio' 't was 
| Fifteen or Twenty Years ago that I kill'd him: 
1 For this reaſon, I took the road thro? Germam, 
| having ſcarce where withal to pay the Charger 
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to of my Journey, being confſtrain'd at Forty years 


id I of Age to beg my Bread of Strangers, having 


e, WW nothing left of Twenty years ſervice in the Wars, 
le WF nor all that I had got beſides, but the tad repen: 
d tance of ſo much loſt time. 


ts i Toadd to my Misfortunes,' I was rob'd on the 


ct Frontiers cf Poland by a party of Tartars, which 
or oblig*d me to Tra vel to the end of my Journey 


„ vichour Money, being encumber'd with a Ser. 
d vane whom J brought out of France with me, 


e WF and who ſeeing me in this condition, was a ter- 
'd Wl ribie Mortification to me: The Fellow was wea · 
nn of ſuch a Maſter, and wanted only an oportu- 
nity to return to France. | 

Sorrow and fatigue made me fall ſick, 1ſtay'd 
in a Villiage a days Journey trom Marſam, where 
I was taken ill of a Violent Feaver, I ſent my 
Servant to the City, to Intorm the Queen of my 


never came back, and Ine ver heard of him aſter- 
wards: J believe he was either Kilbd on the 
road, or that inſtead of going to Warſaw, he re- 
turmd to France. My Life, which had ſeem'd 
Romantick on ſeveral- occaſions, appear'd much 
more ſo in this, and indeed no Adventure in a 
Romance cou'd be more ſingular. 

Hay Sick of my Feaver in this Village four 


e days, waiting impatiently ( but to no pur- 
5 bpoſe) for the return of my Servant; at the end 
of that time, the Counteſs of Yerosk: paſod 
„ thro! the Village: The People told her a Strans 
5 


Fn 


Condition, and where I was, but the Raſcal 


ger lay ill in it, and ſi e had a mine to ſee me. 
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Tknew her again, for I had ſeen her often at . 
few, and ſhe was related to my Children, hoy. 
ever, when I faw ſhe did not remember me, | 
did not think fit to tell her my Name: I preten. 
ded to be a German who had been robd, and 
told her, if ſhe wou'd be ſo Charitable, as 0 
order me to be carry d to Warſaw, the Queer 
wou'd thank her for her gvodneſs towards me; 
I naving the Honour to be known to her Majeſt) 
The Counteis pity'd me, and when ſhe proceed 
ed to Warſaw, ſhe had a Litter provided for me 
We arriv'd there in ſafety, and the Lodg'd meat 
her Houſe, till I had fo far recover'd my Health, 

that | cou'd wait on the Queen. 
My Feaver encreasd at Warſaw, and | vi 
_ oblig'd to kcep my Bed Fifteen days: When the 
Counteſs met me, the had a Young Lady with 
her of about Eighteen or Twenty Years of Age; 
She was taller and better Shap'd than the P; 
lonian Women generally are: She was Fair in 
ber Hair and her Complexion, and every way 
perfect Beauty. I was not ſo Sick, but I obſervi 
the Beauty of this Young Perſon. I had even 
felt, at the firſt ſight of her, an Emotion, whict 
made me believe my Misfortunes had not curl 
my Inclinations to Love. This Lovely Creature 
ſeem'd to Pity my illneſs, and was ſo Officiout 
about, and ſo Sollicitous for me, that I cou' 
not help Liking her and Loving her the more 
She came every day to my Chamber to inquir 
of my Health. Iaskt who ſhe was? and my at 
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tendants told me in general, that ſhe was the 
Counteſs of Venostius Niece. 

believe the light and care of this Charming 
Perſon contributed more to my Cure, than all 
the Medicines I took. | began tc grow better, 
my Feaver left me, and 1 had the («nw 29 
ſee that this Aimable Young Lady war glad 10 
ſee me mending. She Vitited me oftner aner [ 
recover d, andl conceiv'd a Paſſion for het more 
1ender and more Strong than Jever telt tor any 
Woman. But I fancy'd that | perceiv'd al her 
cares towards me, were for the ſake of a Young 
Polander, whom ſhe nad an opportunity of ſee- 
ing in my Chamber; and under Colour of Vi- 
ſiting me, ſhe met her Lover : 1 hey were near 
ofan Age. He was Brown, very Tall, and well 
Shap'd; ; whenever the Young Lady was in my 
Chamber, the Polander came thither, and they 
retir'd together to a corner of the Room where 
they ſeem'd to have very familiar Con verſa- 
tions. The Young Mans Phiſiognomy pleasd 
me extreamly; And if. 1 had not ſuſpected that 
he was in Love with the #imable Perion for 
whom I had ſuch an Inclination, I ſhou'd have 
been very much his Friend, for I lik'd him Won- 
derfully. 

They both of em often ask d me if I was in- 
deed a G erman ? And ſeem'd ſcrry when I ſtood 
out in it that 1 was ſo. One time I obſervd the 
Young Lady withdraw to a Window with the 
Polander, where they examin'd a Picture, aud 
when they had look'r tome time upon it, they 
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caſt their Eyes on me, as if they had found out 
ſomething in it that was like me. I cou'd not 
forbear asking what they meant by it; and the 
Young Lady anſwer d, had I been a Frenchnan, 
they ſhou'd have beleiv'd 1 had been the Man 
that Picture was drawn for, there was ſo much 
reſemblance between my Face and that. I deſir d 
to ſee it: Heavens ! How was 1 ſurpriz'd to ſee 
that *twas indeed my own which I had ſent into 
Poland Five or Six Years fince ! The Queen having 
demanded it of me, to ſhew it to my Children; 
as ſoon as l knew the Picture to be mine, I lookt 
earneſtly on the Beautiful Virgin, and on him 
that I took for her Lover , my Heart beat, and / 
felt a ſecret Emotion of Soul which amaz'd me. 
I fancy'd I ſaw in theſe Young Perſons Faces 
ſome lines that were like my own; and 1 Cry'd 
out, are not theſe my Children ? The Tears 


came into my Eyes, and I had much ado to re. 


frain Embracing them, ſo far was I perſwaded 
they were ſo ; But with ſome difficulty, keeping 
my Temper, I askt who gave them the Picture 
theyſhew'd me? The Young Lady perceiving that 
Icou'd not help weeping when had askt that 
Queſtion, wept alſo. Her Tears fully convincd 
me, that ſhe was my Daughter, and throwing 
my Arms about her Neck, [ſgid to her, ah! my 
Dear Child, tis I who am thy Father. I cou'd 
ſay no more, the young Polander took my Hand 
and kisd it, watering it with his Tears. [never 
knew ſo much pleaſure in all my Life, and ” 
| | mu 
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muſt own, Nature has ſome more Lively and 
Tender motions than all the Paſſions. 

They were both my Children, and what 1 
took for Love, was nothing but the voice of Na- 
ture, who began todiſcover her ſeif the firſt time 


Iſaw the Young Lady. 


The Youth, who J thought was her Lover, 
was her Brother, and they were ſuch good 
Friends that they were never eaſie aſunder; 1 
attributed that to his Paſſion which came only 
from his Friendſhip. The Reader muſt not for- 


get they are Twins, and every thing in them an- 


ſwer d their Birth; for never two Children was 
more like one another i in all things. 

The Counteſs of Yeroski, their Kinſwoman, 
bred them up, and ſpar'd nothing for their Edu- 
cation. As they both knew 1 was on the road 
to Poland, They ſuſpected when they ſaw how 
much the Picture was like me, that I was their 


Father; they told the Counteſs, who cou'd not 


believe it, becauſe I aſſur'd her 1 was a German. 

Whether or no ſhe wasof the ſame opinjon with 
my Children, and was willing tbat 7 ſhou'd 
have the Pleaſure of fo moving an Adventure, 

5 Father diſcovering his Children; or whatever 
elle was her reaſon for it, ſhe ſent them to me 
every day; and the manner of the diſcovery 
was as I have related it. *Twas immediately 
nois'd about, and the Queen preſently ſent for 


me to Court : I gave her an account of my Cir- 


tumſtances, my Children had enough to mend 
them, and in a little while, by their means, | 
„ found 


— 


"hand 


found my ſelf in a condition much, anſwerable to 
my Quality. * confets. that the Aſſiſtance and 
th- Penſion I receivd in Poland , did me leis 


pleaſure than the ſight of Two ſuch Children, 


for I may ſay without flattery, 'twas not ealie 
to meet with Young Ferſons ſo well accom- 


pliſh d. 
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had reaſon to acknowledge the eſteem Which 
Foreigners have of Freuch Officers who have any 
Experience and Reputation, for they valu'd me 
much above my deſerts. I was Nam'd wuh 
General Cz4rzeskt, to Command the Army in 
the Ukrain in Chiet, and to manage the War 
with the Coſſack» and Maſcovites. We took the 
City of Srravicza, and this ſirſt ſucceſs got me 10 
ausn Credir, that while King Caſimir was 
on the Throne there was no Negotiation, 
nor no Campaign made without me; neither had 
I any cauſe to be ſorry for my leaving France all 
that ile: Yet JI was not at all the Wiſer tor 
my Misfort unes, in reference to Women, I ſtil 
foll»w'd my Inclinations, when I had an oppor 
tunity | 
"Tis true, I was more cautious to preſerve j 
Reputation than I had formerly been; as I ws 


the I ather of a Family, I obierv d meaſures, 4 
| 


] Was not "rſt out of a} in Poland, and 
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did not believe that 1cou'd handſomely appear 10 


ter to Marry. I thou'd not have been »ieas'd wii h 
their following my example, and tound. that let 
a Father be never fo irregular himfel:, (if ne 
is 2 Man of Honour) he wou'd not have his 
Children ſo. E 3 
However, I was not ſo Ridiculous and Severe 
towards my Chiluren as I have ſeen one Men 
of Gallantry, that have been Fathers, carry them” 
ſelves toward the:rs, And no Parent; a's io «pt 
to he guilty of this piece of Foily , as thoſe Mo- 
thers who are themſelves Cog:rtzis ; wan lor- 


getting that example is the beſt Leſſon their C hil- 


dren can be taught by, confine them the more, 
the more Liberty they take themſelves; aud wall 
forgive them nothing, though they wou have 
every thing forgiven them. 


I left my Daughter under the Government of 


the Coun eſs of Vinos łi who had bred her; i cook 
my Sen Home, and made him make his firit 
Campaign with me. I affected :o appear before 
them very reſerv'd as to the Sex. and gave them 


lnſtructions which 1 wanted my ſelf more than x 


„ 3 
The firſt Woman I engag'd with, was ſhe of 
whom I have talkr , by the Name of the A4. 
vent are r of Heidelbersh ; ſhe was Marr*'d, and 


paſt ſor the moſt Galiant Lady the Court. 


Her Husband was always in the Army, and 
ſeem · d not to trouble himſelf about her. The 


O 4 | re pet 


Galla nt as had done, having a Son and a ae. 


King had a long time lov'd her, and had itil} a 
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|  reſpedt for her, when 7 renew'd my Acquain- 

| tance with her : We were as glad to ſee one ano- 
ther, as People generally are, who have been 
Intimate, and meet- after a long abſence; and 
though our Friendſhip was not ſo cloſe as ſome 
others, yet we carry'd it to one another, as if we 
Lov'd a great deal, and as if our Love had only 
been interrupted by abſence. Slight Friendſhip 
is knit the faſter by meeting again with thoſe 
we had loſt for ſeveral Years; and there is no 
way to make a Man belov'd ſo eaſie as this 
* 


The meaſures I was willing to obſerve for the 
fake of my Children, made me rejoyce | had 
happen'd on an Intrigue which | might manage 
as | pleasd ; for I did not doubt this Woman 
wou'd be as circumſpet as I wou'd have her, 
In effect, ſhe ſeem'd to have fo ſtrong an Incli- 
nation for me , that thought *twas enough for 
me to make her ſuitable returns, to oblige her 
to do as I wou'd have her, and to ve her ſelf 
With as much diſcretion as I did; but I had ſcarce 
told her I Loy'd, before ſhe publiſh'd it to the 
whole World; ſhe made Choice of my Daugh- 
ter to make the confident of our Intrigue, and 
inform'd her of every thing that paſt be- 
tween us. My Daughter told the Counteſs of 
Vinoski ;* and ſhe gave the Queen an account of 
our Correſpondence, by which means it became 
ublick, and J cou'd x not make one ſtep without 
ring of i it = | 


. 
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I did not Love or Eſteem this Woman enough 
to fleſire that the World ſhou'd know | Lov d her; 
ſo I left her as ſoon as I found 'twas known; and 
affected ſuch a ſtrangeneſꝭ towards her, that in 
a little while *twas taken notice of, and reported 
about, that I deſpisd her. This made her my 

Enemy, and remembring, that among the rea- 
ſons J had given her for breaking off our Com- 
merce, I aſſur d her Iwou'd never forgive her, 
having ſaid ſo much to my Daughter as ſhe had 

done; ſhe reſolv'd to be reveng'd on me, in Cor- 
rupting my Daughter, and engag'd her in an In- 
trigue which might ſpoil her Reputation. 

| The King was Amorous ſtill, and had not the 

Counteſs of Vinosti been on her Guard, to keep 

my Daughter from him, he had certainly made 
| Love to her. But this Lady perceiving the King's 

| Inclination, and knowing how dangerous 't wou d 

be to let him ſee ſo young a Creature, had ſo 

, ordered the matter, that he never had an oppor- 

* BE tunity to talk to her; and ſhe never heard 


that he had a Paſſion for her. f 
The Adventurer of Heidelbergh was the Coun- 1 

teſs's Friend and this gave her an opportunity 

| to ſee my Daughter as otten as ſhe 8 : She 
| told her one Day, that the King had been in 
f BU Love with her a good while, but that the Coun- 
i tels, who was willing to keep him for her ſelf, 
had hinder'd hisdeclaring himſelf to her: She 
added, whatever the cou'd think of, to raiſe my 
Daughters Ambition to be belov'd by a King, 
and the unhappily ſucceeded in her deſign. My 
TER + aan Daughter 


8) 
Daughter was flatter'd by her into a deſire of 
having a King for a Lover, ePpecially, when ſhe 
told her, that the Queen being a ſickly Woman 
cou'd not Live long; and if the ſhoud dye, the 
King might Marry her. SS ii | 

My Daughter was Charm'd with theſe Hopes, 
ſne thank d the Auventurer, and reply'd, ſhe 
wou'd do what ſhe coud to ſee the King; they 
agreed together, that my Daughter ſhou'd 

Write the Adventurer a Letter for her to ſhew 
the King, by which that Prince might Judge 
that *rwou'd not be difficult to make himſelf be- 
lov'd by her. The Adventurer dictated the Let- 
ter to her, and my Daughter Wrote. it. As 
faon as ſhe had it, ſhe carry'd it to the King, 
who, ſeeing the Conqueſt was likely to be ſo ea ſ e, 
anſwer'd it with all the haft of a Man that was 
Paſſionately in Love. They concerted their mea- 
fures amongſt them, that the King might have 
a meeting with my Daughter. He diſguis'd 
himſelf, and coming one Evening to the Adver- 
turers Houſe, the Counteſs being ſent cut of 
the way, on ſome buſineſs which they provided, 
my Daughter came thither, and the King ſaw 
her and tpoke to her; but he fouud the was ſo 
well Educated, and ſo convinc'd of her duty, 
that he deſpar'd of Conquering her. He pro- 

mis'd to Marry her if the Queen dyd, and the 

Young Woman dazled with the hopes ſhe con- 
ceivd on the Word of a King, fancy'd ſhe was 
already onthe Throne. She aſſur'd him, ſhe 


wou d never refuſe any opportunity of ſeeing _ 
— 
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and accordingly they often met, ſometimes in one 
place, ſometimes in another, which however was 
not done ſo ſecretly, but it was known | heard 
of it, and then Iknew what it was to be a Father, 
by my extraordinary Sorrow at the news. 
went immediately to my Daughter, and 
found her alone it happen'd to be at a time that 
| ſhe ſiad appointed to lee the King. | told her all 
had heard, and repreſented to her the ill conſe- 
quences of this affair: ſhe told me, the had no- 
thing to reproach her ſelf with, ſince ſhe had not 
countenanc'd the Kings Love, but out of hopes 
of being his Wite. 
While we were talking, the Adventurer came in, 
ſhe was very much ſurprizd to ſee me knowing the 
King wou'd be there ſoon after, and ſhe had not 
time to prevent him. I cou'd not help ſheu ing 
my Reſentment at the fight of her; I treatid 
her as ſhe deſerved ; but in the midſt of my 
Threats, the King enter'd: As much as that 
Prince was ſurpriz'd, he did not ſhew it. The 
Adventurer told him how I had | hreatned her , 
he blam'd me much for carrying things ſo far, 
Swearing, that never any thing had paſt be- 
tween him and my Daughter which ought to 
make me uneaſie ; that his intention was to 
Marry her, in caſe the Queen dy d. I returi'd 
the King my Humble Tnanks for his good win; 
yet at the ſame time, I repreſented to him, that I 
was not blind enough to think any otheru i than 
that he talkt ſo out of the exceſ of his Paſfion; 
I conjur'd him to remember the Juſtice and 
| | Equity 


. ET F A Ä U e 1 ³ Rn —— 


ae] 
Equity which a King ought to have regard 
to, and not to deceive a young Girl, who might 
be dazled with his promiſes. I pray d him to 
give me leave to deſire that he wou'd ſee her 


no more, and to be content that i depriv'd him 
of the opportunities of ſeeing her. The King 


reply'd, I might do as I woud , but that I ſhou'd 
one time or other be fatisfi'd of the ſincerity 
ef his Promiſes. He went out having ſaid 
theſe Words, and | ſtay'd behind with the 


Aaventurer and my Daughter. I ſtill come 


plain d of the former, and forbad the latter 
to fee her. After which, I ſought out the 
Counteſs of Vinosti, to whom | related all that 
had happen'd, praying her to forbid the Adven. 
turer her Houſe , and have an Eye more than 

ever on my Daughters Actions. I was never in 
my Life ſo concern'd for any thing as for this ; 
I was as ſorry, as if my Conduct had been the 


moſt unblameable in the World ; I forgot, 


that after having ſet my Family ſuch bad exam- 
ples, I ought not to wonder that my Daugh» 


ter did as the had done; I had reaſon to think 


my ſelf Happy that ſhe was not worſe, and 


did not deſerve to have a Child ſo Prudent as 


fhe was; yet I was as outragious , as if ſhe 
had really Diſhonour'd me; and as Indiſcreet 
as I had been my ſelf, I cou'd not help grieving 
that my Daughter had given any one ſuch Advan- 


tages over her, by her Simplicity and Vanity. 
This makes me affirm, that thoſe Fathers are 


very culpaple, who lead ſuch Lives as ſeem to Au- 
F thorize 


(2219 
thorize their Childrens ill courſes. My Daughter 
had Vertue and Wit enough to reſiſt the Ad ven- 
turers wicked Counſels, it ſhe had had a Father 
whoſe Example might have taught her her Du- 
ty better. WE 
The Adventurer was very careful to tell about 
that the King lovd my Daughter; ſhe endea- 
vour'd by it, only to revenge her {elf on me ſor 
my leaving her; and ſhe was ſo Malicious, as to 
report that I had managd the jntrigue my elf. 
The Queen beleivd ſomething of the matter, and 
in vain proteſted I was ſo far from incouraging it, 
that I broke it off. Shewou'd not truſt tomy Oaths, 
being to far exaſperated, that ſhe caus'd my 
Daughter to be ſhut up in a Convent of Bene- 
dictine Nuns, whom ſhe had lately ſe..t for from 
France, 
As ſoon as it was known in Poland, that the 
King Lov'd my Daughter, twas thought I ow'd 
my Poſt in the Army to her, together with all 
the Favour I found at Court: for tis thus that 
the World Judge of Princes. They beleive that 
Favour only diſtributes all ſort of Benefits, and 
that tis not poſſible to ſupport ones ſelf, or ad- 
vance there, without the aſſiſtance of a Miſtreſs 
or a Favourite. - 
This Opinion gave Credit to the Adventurers 
report, that 7 was conſcious of my Daughters 
Intrigue with the King. Few People imagin'd 
Twas a Crime in me, and many wifh'd they nad 
an oppoi tunity to do the ſame ; for it mul! be 
conteſt, the moſt ſhametul Crimes go for no- 
8 thing 
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thing among Courtiers, when they can make 
their Fortune by them My Son who tenderly 
lovd his Siſter, cowd not bear that the Queen 
ſhou'd treat her in ſuch a manner, and whether 
he found his account in having her to be the 
Kings Miſtreſs, or whether he was put up«nit 


out of pure tenderneſs tor his Siſter, he attempted 


to take her out of the Nunnery. The King, who 


was glad enough to have her taken, Provided he 


was not ſeen in the bufinels, made my Sons way 
as ealie as he cou'd with. In ſhort, he carry d 


her off and had her at the Adventurers, where 
the King ſaw her every day 


'Twas ſaid at MWarſaw, ES I had taken her 


from the Convent and the Queen ſwore [ſhou'd 


repent it: But .ſhe dy'd in a little while, and 
ſome reported that her grief to ſee the King love 
my Daughter ſo well, contributed not a little to 


392 her Death. 
I The Queen being Dead, the King was now in 
a4 Condition to perform the promiſes he had 


made, as touching the Marriage of my Daugh- 
ter; but he had ſcarce diſcover d an Inclination to 
Marry again, before the Emperor's Siſter was 


offer d him, and he perceiv'd if he thought of 
any other Wite, he ſhou'd meet with more ob- 


ſtacles than he had Imagin'd. He never had an 
abſolute Power in his Kingdom; and the greateſt 
part of what he had was owing to the Queen, 
Not but that he was eſteem d; But the eaſineſs 
of his Temper, and his Love of Women, made 


him paſs for aprince that hated buſineſs. And Gene · 
ral 


4 
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ral Lybemerski, who put himſelf at the Head of 
the Coſſacks, taikt ot no leſs than Dethroning 
him. Upon theQueem' Death, the inſolence of the 
Rebels increas d, and 't was fear d, it he was'obſti- 
nate to Marry my Daughter, this deſign wou d 


give freſh pretences to the Malecontents to juſti- 


fy their Rebellicn For Caſimir had no body 
to ſp: ak one word in favour of my Daughter: as 
for my felt, however advantagious it might 
have been to me, J found I was oblig d to talk 
like the reſt, and to prefer the Glory and Quiet 
ot this Prince, to the Honour of being ally'd to 
him. "HAM 


I may lawfully ſay, that the dificulties he met 
with, in going torward with a match to which 
his inclination determin'd him, was one of the 
greateſt motives ro his deſign of Abdicating the 
Throne. He had had it a long time ſince in his 


Head, out of meer Lazineis and Inquietude, 


which made him fear Labour and Fatigue. 


The Queen encourag'd him to maintain the 


Royalty as long as ſhe liv'd, but after her Death, 


his Authority not being great enough to vindicate 
his Marrying to his own liking, his former diſ- 
guſt of it return'd : Add to all this his Devotion, 
which, notwithſtanding he gave himſelf ſtrange 
liberties, was very ſingular, and tix'd him in his 
reſolutions to quit his Crown, to declare his In- 
tentions, and put *em in Execution. When he 
had refign'd the Sovereign Power, he told me, 
| had 
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he intended to go to Fraxceand Marryfmy Daugh- 


ter there: But ] had not time to ſee whether he 


was ſincere in his deſigns, My Daughter was lo 
concern d at the obſtacles that lay in the way to 
her Marrying the King, and his weakneſs in re- 


| ſigning his Crown, that ſhe fell Sick, and what. 


ever Medicines were made uſe of to Cure her, 
ſhe dy'd_ a Month after his Reſignation. What 


was wonderful in the ſtory of her Fate and her 


Brothers, is, that he was much about the ſame 


time taken ill of a Nſtemper very like to his 
Siſters, and ſurvivd her two days only; whe- 


ther it was his tenderneſs for her that had ſuch 


a ſurprizing effect, or whether that being Twins 
there was ſo great ſ ympathy of Temper between 


dem, that one cou d not live without the other, ſo 


it happen'd, and indeed it had been obſer vd, that 
even to their laſt ſickneſs, when one of them 
was ill, the other at the ſame time wou'd be out 
of order. 8 

Their Deaths troubled me on Wan ac- 
counts; 1 loſt the ſupport I had from them in 


Poland, and the Advantages I made of their 


Eſtate, which was conſiderable, and fell to 
their Mothers Relations. My Freindthip and 
Tenderneſs for them, made their loſs the more 
ſenſible to me; and I zou'd not, without inex- 


preſſible ſorrow, ſee wo Children of ſuch great 


hopes dye one attgf another. 7 ſhow'd have been 
griev'd had J not been their Father; for every 
body was ſorry for their untimely Fate, 


The 


8 

The King was inconſolable, and I had reaſon 
to believe he never meant to deceive us; 
but wowd have Marry d my Daughter, if his 
own Choice might have been taken, He beg d 
me not to leave him, but to Live with him in 
the retir'd Life he was about to lead. He be- 
lie vd I ſhou'd be the more willing to agree to 
it, becauſe he ſaw I had no great reaſon to be 
fond of the World; and beſides, he had choſen 
France for the place of his Retirement. But 


the Hour of my Retreat was not yet come, and I 


was Born to experience ſtill other inconſtancies of 
Fortune, I was not even yet quite wean'd from 


Women, and Heaven permitted me to fall into new 


Misfortunes on their account. I faw no great ſecu- 


rity for tne in following the Fortune of King 


Cafimir, and whatever Inclination I had to re- 
tire, I thought Iſhou die ver like it in the Com- 
pany of a Prigce who was always uncertaif in 
his reſolution bout it. I foreſaw what wou'd - 
happen; I mean, that as ſoon as he ſaw he was 
in France, the deſire of Reigrning wou'd come 
upon him again, and doubting whether he wou'd 
ever be able to Remount the Throne, 1 cou'd 
ſee nothing ſure in engaging with him, but a 
Life of Hazzard and Trouble , very improper 


to yield us the quiet he propos'd to himſelf. 


The Reputation I had in Poland, where com- 


manded a conſiderable Body of Troops till the 
Death of Labemirski, who did not long ſurvive 


the Queen, inclin'd nie to hearken to the propo- 


ſitions of the new King Michael, who offer'd to 
8 
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tinue me in the ſame Command, if I wou'd 
ſerve him. I readily accepted of his propoſals, 
and ſtay'd in Poland, where I had good cauſe] to be 
ſatisfi'd with the Treatment I met with in the 
„ zz... Ao. 
He was no ſooner. on the Throne than he had 
thoughts of demanding the Empreſs's Siſter , 
the Princeſs Leonora Maria in Marriage; and 
before he ſent an Embaſlador to Vienna, he 
wou'd have me go thither Incognito, not only 
to prepare things for the ſucceſs of the Marriage, 
but alſo to Negotiate the reſtitution of ſome 
Lands which belong'd to his Family, and which 
the Emperour had ſiez d; I ow-'d this Choice ef 
me for the management of theſe affairs, to the 
Reputation I had a long time had, of being us d 
to Negotiate matters in Foreign Courts. 
That of Vienna having mought of Marrying the 
Princeſs Leonora to King Caſimir, before his 
Abdication, I found no difficulty jon the 
Emperor's part in that affair. But I had work 
enough to diſpoſe the Princeſs to conſent to it. 
She Lovd Prince Charles of Lorrain , and was 
belov'd by him, and ſhe cou'd not look Fa- 
vourably on thoſe that were employ d to promote 


her Marrying another. 


Hitherto, I have ſhewn how my Inclination 
towards the Sex has ruin'd me when I was in 
Love: *Tis time now to give ſome inſtances 
haw a Man that has any thing to do with 'em 
may be undone though he's not in Love, and 
only endeavours to pleaſe and to ſerve 1755 
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This I ſhall prove, and that Women have all 
along been the cauſe of my Misfortunes, My 
Unhappy Journey to Vienna, and the knows 
ledge I had of this Princeiss Aﬀection for Prince 
Charles, engag'd me in a buſineſs that occaſion?d 
my leaving Poland once more, when my Fortune 
was in a flouriſhing condition. 

1 was four Days at Vienna before I cou'd ſee 


the Princeſs, ſhe pretended to be ſick, that ſhe 


might not give me Audience, and hear talk of 
the Marriage 1 came to propoſe ; *T was in vain 
for me to demand to ſee her, I was always an- 
ſwer'd that ſhe ſaw no body. One Evening, as 
I was going late out of the Court, I hap- 
pen'd to walk out of my Way on a Terraſs Walk 
which led to ſeveral Apartmeats ; not knowing 
which path was the righteſt, I ſtept into one which 


I thought wou'd put me in my way, I found 


I was ſtill in the wrong, and ſeeing no body 
to ſet me right, I was about returning the 
ſame way that I came, As I paſt by a Cloſet, 


J heard ſeveral Perſons talking, I Liſten'd, and 


diſtinguiſh'd a Womans Voice, who ſaid theſe 
Words, which it ſeem'd were Accompanied 
with Tears. No, you cannot Love, ſince you 
can reſolve to loſe me. Rather let me dye than 
hear ſuch Advice from you : | am reſolv'd, 


and Death is more agreeable than the Marri- 


© age, to which you had the Cruelty to adviſe 
© megaman T 
Being unacquainted with the Voice, Icou'd 


not imagine who 'twas that ſpoke ; but L was. 


P 2 {foon 
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| ſoon (atisfid, when I heard to whom the addreſt 


the diſcourſe : I knew Prince Charles's Voice, 


.and that increaſt a Curiofity. 1 ſaw he was 


with the Princeſs, and by their diſcourſe, 1 diſco- 
ver'd her repugnancy to her Marrying with the 
King of Poland; I cou'd not doubt but they 
Lov'd one another, and 7 was ſorry that I was 
employ*d to croſs their Loves by the Marriage | 


came to Negotiate. And heartily pitying the 


Poor Princeſs, I retir'd, reſolving to be my ſelf 
Aſſiſting to have my propoſals refus'd; and I had 


ſuch a reſpeR for the Ladies, that I had rather paſs 


Love. | | 

I told Prince Charles my reſolutions, but J 
found him Wiſer than 1 was ; he ſaid, there was 
no probability of breaking off the Match: The 
Emperor was obſtinately bent upon it, and the 
Princeſs muſt obey him. He expreſt the acknow. 
ledgment for my good Intention, and aſſurd me, 
he wou'd let the Princeſs know how much 1 
was her Friend and his, that ſhe might make 
no difficulty to give me Audience for the fu- 
ture. 3 

The Prince recommended me to her, as one 
of his old Friends whom he had known in France. 
He related to her, how I had overheard them, 
and my deſign to obſtruct my ſelf in my own Ne- 
gotiation, in Favour of their Loves; which made 


for an ill Agent, than hinder ſuch forward 


her as willing to ſee me, as ſhe was before 2. 
verſe. 1 ET 


I ſaw 


told 


„ Cm - 

| ſaw her the next Day; ſhe diſcourſd with 
me a good while about Prince Charles, and then 
ſhe turn'd our Converſation on the King of Po. 
land; I had ſuch a deſire to pleale her, that 1 

her, as if I had been a Prophet, That the 

King cou'd not Live long; That he was very 
Sickly, and doubted not it ſhe became Queen of 
Poland by Marrying him , ſhe wou'd ſoon be a 
Widow, and in a condition to give that Crown 
to whom ſhe pleas d. E 

She Liſten'd to me as if 7 had indeed a Spirit 
of Propheſie: So ready are Lovers to entertain 
any opinion that flatters their Wiſhes. This 
ſweetned the neceſſity ſhe was in, to conſent to 
this Marriage I came te propoſe ; and ever 
after ſhe had a particular kindneſs and value for 
me. | 
The Pol;p Ambaſſador Arriv'd; The Articles 
were ſign d. The Princeſs departed from Vienna; 
The King, her Husband, met her at Czeftokows, 
where their Marriage was conſummated. My 
Propheſie prov'd true, King Michael dyd Two 
or Three Years after his Marriage. I had declar'd 


my ſelf too much to be of the Queens Party, 


not to make all my Intereſt for Prince Charles, 
when he ſtood Candidate for the Crown at the 


next Election, and ſpar'd for nothing to hinder ihe 


Election of the great Marſhal, My Cabals were 
known : The great Marſhal lookt upon me as 
his Enemy, and being choſen King of Polana, 
I faw *twould be my beſt way to abſent my ſelf. 
T left Polaud, with the Queen Dowager , Who 

_ offer'g 
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offer'd me a Handſome Retreat at Vienna, where 
ſhe ioon after Marry'd Prince Charles. Ti 
certain, if / had not eſpous'd this Princeſs's 
Intereſt, I might have been as much in King So- 
bieskrs Favour, as 1 was in his Predeceſſors. 
And Women had never made me guilty of a 
greater fault, than the laſt, in my unfortunate 
Zeal for the Princeſs Leonora's Service | be- 
lieve, ifa Man wou'd riſe in the World, he muſt 
never have any thing to do with Women, ſince 
the moſt pure Friendſhip makes one ſometimes 
take ſuch ill meaſures. 2 

I had been ſett led in Poland about Eight Years, 
when 1 fonnd my ſelf oblig d to leave the King- 
dom. TI had ſeveral Poſts that helpt me to reco- 
ver my ſelf, and ] was Rich enough to be above 
Want, let my inclination lead me to ſeat my ſelf 
in any place whatever. This was all the Advan- 
tage I got by Living there ſo long; bur I confeſs, 
had I Lov'd Riches and Honour, I ſhou'd never | 
have forgiven my ſelf : The neceſſity I being un- 
der through my own weaknels, toleave a Court, 
wherein there was no employ to which I, might 
not pretend ; | 1 

The Reader will eaſily imagine, that while! 
was in Poland, I had other Intrigues befides thoſe 
T have mention'd ; becauſe 1 have ſaid, 1 was ſtill 
the ſame Man. But they were ſo much like ſome 
others that I have related, 'twou'd be tireſome to 
him to read them. The Adventurer of Heidel. 
bergh dy d a Year before I came away; no body 
kaowing to the laſt Minute of her Life who ſhe 

Was: 


was : She went out of the World as ſhe Liv'd in 
it, believing ſhe was the Daughter of ſome great 
Prince, Tis ſometimes an Advantage to Perſons 
not to know what they-are, They havea right by 
it to make themſelves what they pleaſe; and after 
all, 'tis no ſtrange thing, that a Woman who did 
not know the true Quality of her Parents, ſhou'd 
pretend to have ſuch Illuſtrious ones; ſince others 
who cannot be Ignorant of the meanneſs of their 
deſcent, paſs for Perſons of Quality, even before 
ſuch as ſaw them Born in a Hovel. 

I ſtay*d at Vienna ſcarce Three Months, Twas 
leſs the Love of my Country, than that of Wo- 
men, that made me return to France. The Re- 
membrance of the Adventures of my Youth , 
gave me hopes that I ſhou'd find out more 
agreeable Intrigues there than elſewhere: 1 forgot 
I was Fifty, and to ſay Truth, 'tis very rare for 
a Man who wou'd always be Yo.ng,to'remember 
how Old he is. . 

However, every thing might have put me in mind 
of my Age; I found the Women I lov'd for- 
merly, ſo alter'd in Ten Years time, I cou'd 
ſcarce know them for their Wrinkles. All my 
old Friends in the Army were Dead, or ſo Old 
that they were unſerviceable ; Perſons thar I left 
at the Colledge were ſettled in the World, ſome of 
em Marry'd, others Advarc'd, and theſe were 
the ogly Men the Women talkt of: They hard:y 
remember'd thoſe that were of my Age. In 
ſhorr, whatever | ſaw, ſhew'd me my Youth 


was gone, and wou'd no more return; yet! 
nh HE P 4 | cou'd 
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'cou'd not believe it: So true 'tis, that thoſe who 


wou'd be young by meer force of defiring it, 
otten fancy they are ſo; and I ſtood in need of 
much reflection to convince my ſelf of that which 


I knew better than any thing elſe , I mean the 


the Number of my Years. 
Nothing was ſo pleaſant to me as to hear it ſaid 
J was not at all chang'd, and that I lookt as well 


as at Five and Twenty. This put me upon doing 


what I had done then, and I ſhou'd have been 
ſorry if any diverſions had been propos'd, and 1 
had not had a ſhareof them,*T was not onlyby imi. 
rating the manners of young Men that I endea- 
vour d to paſs for young, | ſpat'd no Pains or 
Art to mend my Complexion , and give me a 
Youthful Air: J am aſham'd to report what ! 
did, to ſucceed 1n putting this Cheat on the 
World. | Th 

In a Word, twas my Folly, and I ſhou'd have 
lookt upon thoſe that dar'd ſay I was Fifty, to be 


my greateſt Enemies. I wou'd not be thought to 


be above Thirty five or Fourty: t was only to my 
beſt Friends that I cut off Five or Six Years of my 
Age, and ſeem'd to tell it them as a ſecret ; for 
to thoſe that I did not know, I pretended to be 
Thirty Eight or Thirty Nine Years Old, and 
ſometimes even leſs than that. . 
How many Men might I Name here, who 
were as great Fools as my ſelf on this account? 
Tis folly indeed, ang deſerves no other name, 


when Perſons are tond of paſſing for younger 


than they really are. A 
Jock I did 


making my Fortune. The more I ſaw that all 
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did it, that I might not bluſh at my weakneſs 
for the Sex ; and | believe, had there been no 
Women in the World, I ſhou'd have been Fifty 
Years Old in all Companies. On any other ac- 
count I was reaſonable enough, and did net puſh 
my extravagance ſo ſar as ſome Men I know , 
who will never agree to their Age, becauſe they 
cannot think of Dying; and hope to put off 


N 


Death, by dint of ſaying, and believing that they 
are Young, 


When | Arriv'd at Paris, Iwent to Court; Jen- 
deavour'd to renew my Acquaintance with ſome 
of my old Friends , to engage them to help me 
to ſome employment: Twas the ſame Year that 
Monſieur de Turenne Dy'd; and I had more rea- 
ſon than any Man to be ſorry for the loſs of him; 
for I am ſatisfi'd, had he Liv'd, he wou'd not long 
have ſuffer d me to be out of buſineſs. 1 had 


now no Friend to aſſiſt me, and 1 ſaw 'twas in 


vain for me to expect any poſt in the Army. 
What mortification was it to me at the ſame 
time, that 1 was not permitted to ſerve as a Vo- 
lunteer, I ſaw the Batoon of Marſhal of France 


given to Officers who enter'd into the Service 


when I did. I then deplor'd my unhappy Fate, 
and all the time I had loſt in my Amours, with- 
out which 1 verily believ'd I had made my wa 
to Honour as well as any of them. | 

_ ?Twastoo late, and all my Troubles did me no 
good; lendeavourd to comfort my ſelf by my 


pleaſures, for the obſtacles / met with in 


the 


the ways that led to my Advancement were ſhut 
up, the more I conceiv'd 'twas to no purpole to 
make reflections on what might be the cauſe of it. 
There was no remedy in my caſe; and if ] had 
had the Courage to correct my ſeli, and co amend, 
- ſhoud not have been the more welcome at 
Court. This on; ht to be a warning to all Men, 
how far they ſuffer themſelves to be miſled 
by their Paſſions, ſor in time *twill be in vain for 
them to know their Errors: They will be paſt 
any defire of reforming, when they find a Reform- 
ation wou'd be of no Advantage to them, 
left off ſrequenting the Court; and confin'd 
my ſelf o the Amuſements and Pleaſures of the 
Town; and renouncing for ever Ambition and 
Intereſt, I fell to Gallantry and Gaming. I form d 
to my ſelf certain falſe principles ſuitabie to the 
Lazineſs of my Life, and my Inclination to Wo- 
men. I was a perfect Philoſopher in all things 
elſe, and wake: down with Pity on all thoſe 
who Sacrific d their Eaſe and their Plealure to 
their Glory. 

But this Philoſophy was not ſtrong enough to 
defend me againſt the diſquiets that are inſepera- 
dle from the Paſſions to which I gave way, and 
, | whatever Principles I have form d in my mind 
i to contemn, all things. I found l was no true 
 Stoick : Neither Reaſon nor Philoſophy can render 

2 Man Happy: And thoſe that follow their Plea- 

ſures, lead a Life of as much Agitation, as thoſe 

that renounce them to ſeek after Glory. I was 


at firſt da led with what there is which looks 
ſhining 
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ſhining in Play, the Society, or rather the Famili. 
arity 7ente:'d into with perſons ofthe higheſt Qua- 
lity. Ihe Paſſion with which the Ladies lov'd Ga- 
ming, ſending to me everyday to make one amongſt 
them; the fine Emertainments that were given 
in thoſe Houſes where Play Flouriſh'd ; the hope 
of Gain, ar the ſight of ſo much Money, that 
J always beheld altogether , made me lead a 
Life for ſome time, in which I had not leiſure to 
reflect on any thing elſe efides w hat flatrer d my 
preſent diſpoſition. But when I found 1 loſt my 


Money, that the Familiarity of the Great, and the 


Love of the Ladies, were only to Rob me, 7 
abandon'd that wretched Converſation, left Ga- 
ming, and took again to Gallantry and Love. 
The young People, at my return to France, were 
quite alter d from what they were in my time; 
there were no ſuch things to be found amongſt 
them as Politeneſs or Civility, Wine and De- 
bauchery were the Predominant Paſſions : Tf 
they made Love, twas ſo brutally, that thoſe 
Women who had the leaſt notion of delicacy, 
had mnch ado to ſuffer them; which made 
me believe , that my Age wou'd not do me 
ſo much prejudice with thoſe I addreſt to, as 7 


had reaſon to fear. Beſides, that I was very 


careful to hide it, I was as Civil and Polite as 
I cou'd be; and had ſo good an opinion of the 
Ladies, to believe they woud piefer a Man of 
my Age, if he was Polite and Civil, to young 
Lovers if Rude and Brutal. 1 


This 


. 

This Imagination 9 me the Confidence to 
Court thoſe Women who had moſt Youth, 
Merit and Beauty, and after ſeveral Intrigues 
which are not worth relating, I happen'd to 
meet with a Young Lady in whica I thought I 
found all thoſe Qualities. This being the laſt 
Adventure of my Life, and that which ſerv'd 
moſt to make me weary of the World, and to de- 
termine to a retirement, I ſhall be the more par- 
ticular in the ſtory. | 

I had bought an Eftate that belong'd to our 
Family, and was to be ſold by a Decree: I had 
| bgilt upon it, and made it ſo Pleaſantund Con. 

venient that 7 delighted to (ſpend beſt part of 
the Year there. I laid out moſt of my Money in 
the purchaſe, and disburſement on the man- 
fion Houſe : But having no Ambition, and be- 
ing willing to live like a Philoſopher, 1 thought 
my ſelf Rich enough in the Income of my new 
Eſtate. 
My oeconomy and the care 1 had to ſpend no, 
thing but what was for my Honour, got me theRe- 
putation of a Rich Man, Twas ſaid I muſt have 
heap'd up much Wealth i in Poland to make ſuch 
2 purchaſe, lay out ſo much Money, and Live 
handſoml y: For theſe reaſons I was thought to be 
a very good match. | 

Ihave ready ſaid 7 had been twice Marry'd, 
and had no mind to Marry a third time, which 
made me reje& all the 2 that were 
made to me. 


Jn 


(239) 7 
In the Neighbourhood of my Mannour there 
livd a Lady of Quality who had been a Widow 
ſome Yearv, and whoſe Husband had left her one 
Daughter whom ſhe bred up at Home ; They 
were not very Rich, their Mannour, as well as 
mine, being there All, 
I ſhall call the Lady the Counteſs of Spinehal. 


She no ſooner ſaw me ſettled in her Neighbour. 
hood, than ſhe began to endeavour to pleaſe me; 
and a little while after, ſhe caus'd Propoſals of 


Marriage to be made to me. 


I Thad notbeen unwilling to Marry, Tſhou'd 
have rejected that propoſal as having no incli- 


nation towards her; not that ſhe wanted either 

Youth or Beauty, but Ihad ſeen her Daughter, and 

roy I had never in my Life ſeen any thing 
o Fair, 


She wasa Young Lady, ſcarce Eighteen, of 
_ afine Shape, and the beſt Air in the World, Her 


Beauty was regular, her Eyes and her Hair were 
Black as Jet, her Complexion as Whiteas Snow - 
I told thoſe that propos'd the Mother to me, I 
might perhaps have liften'd to them, had they 
nam'd the Daughter. They anſwer'd, I ſkowd 
have a care how I gave That for a reaſon of my 
refuſal, *twou'd make her Mother my Enemy 
for ever; that the Daughter had nothing, the 
Land being the Counteſs's, and ſhe might give it 
to whom ſhe pleas'd; that ſhe was retolv'd to 
Marry again, hated her Daughter, and was go- 


ing to put her into a Nunnery. 


Upon 


| (62380 
Upon this news I chang'd my tone, and Loyd 
the Charming Daughter ſo well, that I woud 

not, by depriving her Mother of all manner of 
hope, make her my Enemy, and rob my felt of 
any opportunities of ſeeing her. I told them 
therefore, ſince I perceiv'd they were in earneſt, 
they might tell Madam de Spinehal, that J had 
receiv d tife propoſition with a great deal of ac 
knowledgment; That 1 had not yet come to a 
reſolution about Marry ing, but I had no repug. 
nancy to it, and 7 hopd the thing might be 
brought about with time. They carry 'd this an. 
ſwer to the Counteſs, who was more zealous 
than ever to render her ſelf agreable to me, that 
ſhe might ſherten the time I demanded to think 
upon it. = Fuß; 1.1 a," 
We faw one another almoſt every day, but 
T ſeldom came at a fight of the Daughter, ſo 
careful was the Mother to hide her from me. / 
ask't in vain to ſee her, I cou'd get no other an- 
ſwer, than that ſhe was indiſpos d. I durſt not 
ſhew the earneſt deſire l had to viſit her, for fear 
ef giving her Mother cauſe of Suſpicion; 1 
therefore went thence every day full of ſorrow, 
contriving all the means I cou'd invent to oblige 
her Mother not to hide her, but I coud think of 
none , and all my pains were thrown away up- 
on it. Her Mother told me one day, that ſhe 
had foreſeen her Daughter might be an obſtacle 
to her Marrying again, which had made her re- 
ſolve to put her into a Nunnery ; That her Da- 


ughter did not at all diſlike it; That ſhe was juſt 
4 now 
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now ſending her thither, ſhe being to depart to 
morrow Morning. I was ftruck almoſt Dead 


with the news, yet Idiſſembled my grief, and an- 


ſwer d, that I was glad ſhe had taken ſuch pre- 
caution , butlbeg'd her at leaſt to let me ſee her 
Daughter, and take my leave of her, 

I ſaid theſe words with a Countenance ſo re- 


ſolute and gay, that her Mother never miſtruſted 


on what account I deſired this of her; ſhe ſeat for 


her Daughter, and preſented her to me, ſhe 


was ordinarily dreſt, juft as ſhe was going to the 


Convent, and as ſhe was to live there till ſhe 


became a Nun. Yet how lovely did ſhe look In 
this ſymplicity Sorrow was Painted on her Cheeks 
in the moſt lively Colours, and I found ſhe was 
ſenſible of the Sacrifice her Mother was about to 
make of her. I perceiv'd I was far gone in Love, and 
never hated her Mother ſo heartily as now. 
Well, Madam, faid J, will yeu leave us? J 


lookton her ſo languiſhingly when I ſpoke, that 


had ſhe conſider it, ſhe might have diſcoverd 
my Love. She made no anſwer; but ſhe caſt 
ſuch Mournful looks upon me, that from that 
Minute, I refolvd to attempt any thing to hin- 
der her obey ing her Mother. 
The Mother ſeeing her Daughter did not ſay 
a word, and that ſhe appear'd Sorrowful, oider'd 
her to withdraw, ſaying, ſhe wou'd put no con- 
ſtraint upon her. I took hold of this opportunity 
to convince her, that it ſhe wou'd not put a con- 
ſtraint upon her Daughter, ſhe muſt not make 
a Nun of her; and that 7 was ſure by the man- 
| ner 


Child. 


TP 
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ner of her behaviour, ſhe wou'd never go into a 
Convent unleſs ſhe was conſtrain'd to do it. 


| ſaid all on this Subject, that I thought was likely 


to perſwade the Mother that ſhe wou'd be un- 
juſt aud cruel to do fo by her Daughter. I gave 
her inſtances of the Judgments which had 
faln on Fathers and Mothers for treating their 


Children fo Cruelly. In ſhort, I omitted no- 


thing that might reach her Conſcience, if ſhe 
had no remains of tenderneſs for ſo amiable a 


She reply d, ſhe cou'd not avoid it, that the 


poſture of her affairs was ſuch, ſhe had reaſon to 


fear no body wou'd Marry her while ſhe was 


encumber'd with this Daughter. Alas! Madam, 


ſaid l, do you think if you have thoughts of me, 
that 1 will make uſe of this Argument againſt 
you ? Quite contrary, the firft Covenant I make 
with you about our Marriage, ſhall be that your 
Daughter may Live with us. Why then, ſaid 
the ny glad of an opportunity to make 


me come to the point, don't you return your an- 


ſwer to the propoſals that have been made to 
you? For I muſt freely own, thoſe who pro- 


. pos d our Marriage to you, had my orders for 
what they did. She bluſh'd, and ſeem d in con- 
fuſion; 1 had no inclination for her, ner indeed 


to Marry again ; but my Love for her Daughter 


oblig'd me to diſſemble. I invented ſome falſe 


excuſes for not anſwering the propoſitions before; 


and in the end, believing [ ou'd not otherwiſe 
| _ 
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prevent her ſending away her Daughter to a 
Convent, I gave her hopes of Marry ing her. 
I had no {obner /gfven her theſe hopes, than 
ſhe began the diſcourſe about her Daughter, re- 
preſenting to me, that I ought not t6 opp0oie her 
deſign ot making a' Nan of her, ' laying; we 
r Vvere not both of tis Rich enough to eneymber 
our ſelves with her, out of à Complement, and. to 
e deprive the Children we mayſha ve, of half of Her 
2 Eſtate- Hrenl yd, Toppos'd it, only becauſe I 
ſaw the Lou Lady Was averſe to it: that! 
e vou'd not conterit to it till had examin'd her | 
> || Yocation, and if 1 found ſhe had a ſufficient 
s call; I wou'd join in the execution of her 


nos DM 5 > ggnujg 
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„ Madam de Spinthal anſwer dit was imprudent 
to enamine her Daughter, ſince of 'a Hundred 

e peſons that were put into Nuuneries, there was 

e not one who was ſo ſufficiently Call'd as to ſtand 
dach an Examen, and ſeem to have a good Vocati- 
e Jon in ihe Opinion of a ſenſible Man; that in ſuch 
J. Jaaſes one ought a. little to go beyond the Text: 

0 Since thoſe Girls „ Who are the leaſt call'd n 
). vben once they are ſhut up in a Convent, do 

jr their buſineſs there, as well as the others, and 

1. I thus are moſt of our Nuns made I argu'd a- 
4 || gainſt-her, not only becauſe I cou d not approve 
er her Maxims, but becauſe I was willing to harre 
e ſome particular Converſation with Madamoiſelle , 
e; I Spinehal. Her Mother ſaid ſhe lik d it well 

ſe enough, provided ſhe was preſent all the while. 

e. Lrepreſented to her, that her Daughter coud not 


„ Q „ 


conſent to this 


2 
C3 
s 


About it. 


— vere alone 
8 Es Air, and taking her by the Hand, 1 told 


ä 
ſpeak her mind freely in her preſence, and to 
ſatisſie me in the matter, I muſt have no body 
by when | talkt with her f that ſhe might have 
Iberty to opeũ her ſelf to me without reſtraint, 
8 had much ado to bring Madam 4e Spinehal to 
is private Converſation with her 
not that ſhe had any ſuſpicion of 
her, but out of her deſire to have 
in a Religious Houſe ; and out of 
ſhou'd fruſtrate her Intentions : At 


* 


* 


ther wou'd ſend her away the next Day, that 
x wou'd not put off my diſcourſe a Moment. 
Jas yet early enough to walk,and I propos'd'to 
Madam de Spincha!, that her Daughter and [ 
might take Two or Three Turns in the Gardet 
together, before I went Home. Madam de Spin: 
r 
den, / t Fortune to be alon 
with her, for the Mother was happilydiverted bj 
ume bafineſs which fell out at that Inſtant, and 
Apt her in the Caſtle. 5 
hen I found Madamoiſelle de Spinehal and | 
together, I lookt on her with a la 


that ber Heart was certainly very inſenſible, 
fince ſhe cou'd reſolve to Renounce the Worl 
for ever, where ſhe might be ſure that a Crov' 
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pay their Devotion to her. 


of Adorers wou'd 
Alaſs ! Sir, ſaid ſhe, who will be croubled with 
me? And are not you your elf the cauſe of my 
being ſent roa Convent ? For my Mother never 
poſitively refolv'd upon it, till ſhe had thoughts 
of Marrying you. She lookt upon me ſo Sorrows 
fully and Tenderly when ſhe ſpoke this, I thought 
I cou'd never have a better opportunity to dif- 
cover my Paſſion : I ſaid to her, Madam, my 
time is precious, fear every minute; your Mother 
will come and interrupt us 'twas with great diffi- 
culty I got leave of her to talk with you; hear me 
therefore with the utmoſt attention you are ca- 
pable, and be ſo kind as to believe, that I will to 
my Death maintain the Truths I am going to 
ate to you, I adore you, and all my Happy- 
nels depends on being belov'd by you, and in 
poifeffing you. I had not made an Acquaintance 
with your Mother, if J had not faln in Love with 
jou the may Minute I fir ſt ſaw you ; ſhe has made 
me propoſals of Marriage, which I have refugd.on- 
y becauſe I can never be any Bodies but yours This 
y have promis d to Marry her, but it was be- 
cauſe, I cou d not otherwiſe prevail to put off your 
departure any longer than till ro Morrow : The 
Terms that I require of her, if I Marry her, is, 
that ſhe ſhall keep you at Home, and never have 
bs ſhut up in a Nunnery. Mademoiſelle de Spine- 
hearing me talk thus, lookt on me with 
more earneſtneſs than before; and ſeeing in my 
Eyes that Twas ſincere in what I faid, ſhe reply d, 
AF Ah! Sir, if what you ſay is true, I may with 
Qn 11 
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more feaſon than ever, affirm, that you will be 
the cauie of my being ſent to a Convent; for if 
my Mother ſhou'd ever have the leaſt ſuſpition 
that you Love me, ſhe wou'd poſitively force me 
to profels;my- ſelf ; and if ſhe thou'd never find it 
out, is ĩt not enough to make me put on the Veil, 
to kngw that you Love me, and are about to 


Merz u Mather 7 
„Wharever Idea I had of Madamoiſelle de Spine- 
hals Wit and Merit , I did not expect to find in 
her ſo much as there was in this anſwer; I was 
Charm'd, = not very far from being aſtoniſh'd, 
chat a Y,cung Perſon ſhou'd know ſo much al. 
xeady ; | aitributed only to the Goodneſs of her 
Nature, and dhe inclination 1 fancy d ſhe had 
for me, all that appear d delicate to me in her 
anſwer. Is it poſſible, ſaid I, that your Wit, 
and the Sentiments of your Mind, can be more 
engagigg, even than your Beauty? Think well 
on What you have ſaid to me. Shall I believe, 
that if, I pretend to Marry your Mother you will 
be ſorry, for it ? If I may, 1 am the Happieſt 


- 


never Mapry any one but you. 


As T figihdtheſe Words, I ſpy d Madam de Spine. 
ha; caming towards us, ſhe,was ſo near ] cou'd 
ſay no more on that Subject; I only told her 


Daughter, I begd her to conſider my Declara- 


* 


tion, thac I Swore 1 wou'd never. be any bodies 
but hers; aid then changing the diſcourſe, I ſaid 
aloud. to Madam 4 Spinehal, ſhe came upon us 
£ I | 1&1 | A | 
too ſoon however I knew enough of her Daugh- 


- BG. | ters 


The Daughter hel4 down her, Head, and making 


FRED 
ters mind, to be ſatisfi'd ſhe was averſe to. a Con- 
vent Life. Her Mother frown'd upon her; 
2 low Courtſie, ſaid. ſhe was ready to go u hen ſhe 
pleas d, and then withdre w. Madam gg Stizchal 
addreſſing her ſelf to me, ſaid chearfully, well, 
Sir, you have heard from her own Mouth that ſhe 
is ready to go. ls not that a ſign ot a ſufficient 


call? Ireply'd, no; Madam, ſhe has certainly 
no mind to be a Nun; and what ſhe ſaid, was 


only out of reſpect to j . How, Sir, did ſhe tell 
you ſo, reply'd Madam de Spinehal ? J anſwer d. 
no Madam, but 1 am ſure of it. Shs then fell 
into a violent Paſſion againſt her Daughter, and 
behay'd her ſelf in ſuch a manner, that it gave 


me freſh Indignation againſt ſo Wicked a Wo- 


man JT endeavour d to appeaſe her, by argu- 


ments drawn from Reaſon and Conlcience . yet 


2 


all that I cou'd get from her was, that ſhe ſaw 
my Daughters Intereſts Mere dearer to me than 
her own , and ſince | us'd her ſo, ſhe cou'd not 
believe i had any Complacence for her, withour 
which we ſhou'd be both Mitlcrable in our Mari- 
age. I anſwer'd, that the matter in diſpute was 
not of the nature of thoſe in which Complacen- 
cy is allowable ; that her Honour and her Con- 


ſcience oblig'd her not to ſacrifice her Daughter; 
and 'twas | who had molt reaſon to complain of 


her want of Complacegcy, if ſhe perſiſted in 

denying me the ſatisfaction I demanded. 
When ſhe found l continud to defire that ſhe 
wou'd keep her Daughter at tome a lirtle while 
1 | longer 


that 


' Can? = 
longer, ſhe promis'd ſhe woud do ſo; and fur- 
ther, that nothing ſhou'd be done with her, 
which I did not conſent to; 2 left her after ſhe 
had given me this Promiſe, and did not conſider, 
perharps (t2 might deceive me, ſo haſty was 
Ito be alone, that 1 might meditate at m 
Eaſe on my Converſation with Madamoi ſelle 4 
Spinehal. „ 1 & 
The more I reflected on it, the more I flatter'd 
my ſelf, that ſhe certainly had an Inclination for 
me; and I cou'd ſte nothing to the contrary in all 
her diſcourſe. The Terms her Mother and I were 
upon, gave me no manner of diſquiet ; and 1 did 
not much heſitate about breaking my word with 
her, all the difficulty was how to get her Daugh- | 
ter out of her Hands, and to bring her to Marry 
me without her Mothers conſent; for J had no 


tepugnancy to Marriage, as ſoon as I imagim d 


concert meaſures for our Marriage; but I was 


that fo Lovely a Perſon, with whom 1 was 
Paſſionately in Love, deſird I wou'd Marry 
her. IT ſpent the Night in contemplating the 
Pleaſure of Loving and being Belovd ; | was 
impatient to have Day return, that 1 might go 
to Madam de Spinebals, hoping to meet with ano- 
ther opportunity to ſee her Daughter, to aſſure 
her again that my Heart was entirely hers , and 


| fearce up, before I received this Letter from her 


Mother. 


My 
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er, M. 22 wou d go, and Iwas not ſo much 


fur. 


ſhe her Miſtreſs, as to be able to hinder her. 
er, 1 never ſaw am body in my Life ſo eager for « thing, 


vas as ſbe was to be gone, Tow ſee now that ſbe told you 
y ſhe was not willing to enter into 4 Chnvent only to 
el Amuſe you. Twas in vain. for me to deſire ber to 


25 off ber departure, ſhe wou'd not hearken either 


"dil to my Reaſons or my Tears; for Town, I cou'd not © 
or if help Weeping to ſee her ſo obſtinately bent on 

ſach 4 Reſolution : I hope you will come and Co. 
re fort me. 2447 — 
id | e 


th The firſt Lines of this Letter ſtruck me ſo, I 


h-  cou'd ſcarce Read it through: | immediately 
y zot a Horſe-back, not to Ride to Madam 4. 
o Spinchals, but to poſt after her Daughter: I had 
d | heard what Convent fhe was to go to, and hop'd 
sto meet her on the Road, or to arrive there as 


ſoon as ſhe. 22 ; 

I Rode as faſt as I cou'd, and not meeting her 
on the way, 1 went to the Nunnery hich was 
about Nine Leagues from my Houſe, ' I was told 
the was not yet come; | ſuppos d ſhe had taken 

another Road, and l ſtay'd for her coming. I 
ast for the Abbeſs, and finding her to be a very 
Diſcreet Woman, I thought 1 might do well, ii 
 prepoſſeſt her with Madam de Spiuehals Reaſons 
for ſending her Daughter thither , 1 aſſur'd her, 
T knew from a very good Hand, that the Young 
Lady had no manner of Vocation, and that ſho 
obey'd her Mother with an ill will. The Ab- 

| Ms „ 
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beſs thank'd me for my information, promiſing 
not to receive her if *twas as I ſaid. = 
ln the mean while no Madamoiſelle de Spinehal 
came, I waited for her all day to no purpole. 
Night coming on, and ſeeing there was no like- 
likood of hef Arrival, I began to ſuſpect her 
Morher had given me a falſe Allarm; that her 
Daughter was not departed , and that all ſhe 
had done, was to ſee what I word do in the 
matter, I got again on Horſeback, forbidding 
my Men to ſay a word of my Journey to the 
Convent; and give out, When I return'd Home, 
that I had buſinels elſewhere, 7 arriv'd at my 
Mahſien about Day break, I reſted an Hour or 
Two, and then went to wait on Madam 4e 
Spinehat. I told her I cou'd not come ſooner, 
having been engag'd all, Day Yeſterday at a 
Neighbours about an urgent affair: And with an 
Air of indifterency, 1 added, well, Madam, your 
Daughter is gone then 2 1 was very well ſatisfi'd 
in my felf ſhe was not, or elſe I ſhou'd not have 
ſo much been my own Maſter. 
Madam de Spinehal anſwer'd, © yes; ſhe went 
the minute 1 fent you word of it. I believ'd 
ſhe ſtyl had a mind to try me, and 7 affected -· to 
ſeem very little concern'd, though the thing was 
but too true, and there was no Daughter to be 
ſeen any more at, her Caſtle. ' I askt whether 
me had {ent her to the Convent ſhe always de- 
fign'd her? She reply'd, ſhe had not; That her 


* 


Daughter had choſen another, and when ſhe 


went away, earneſtly defir'd her never to tell 
; me 
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me whether ſhe was gone, becauſe ſhe was not 


willing to hear what J had to ſay to diſſwade 
her from it. I imagin'd Madam &e Spinehal put 
theſe Words into her Daughters Mouth, and that 
etwas ſhe Who was not willing that ſhoud 
know what was become of her. 7 kept my 
Sorrow, and my Surprize ſtill to my elf, and 
faid to Madam de Spinehal, Since things were a; 
they were, there was no need of making any more 
Words about her. However, I ſpar'd no paitis 
to endeavour to pump out of her where her 
Daughter was gone; but twas impoſſible for 
me to learn any thing by my inquiries. I put my 
Servants on examining hers, and they were as 
unſucceſsful with them, as ] was with their 
Miſtreſs , none of her Pomeſlicks knew any 
thing of the matter. 


I return'd to my Houſe very Melancholy, and 


the next Day ſent to all the Monaſteries in the 
Provinces, to ſeck out news of Madamoiſelle de 
Spinehal, but 1cou'd make no diſcovery. I went 
no more to her Mothers, ſhe was ſurpriz'd, and 
often ſent to deſire to ſce me. I excus d my ſelf at 
firſt on ſeveral frivolous pretences buta" laſt [gave 


her to underſtand, that I might be no more 


| troubled with her Viſits and her Letters, I cou'd 
never bring my ſelf to Viſit, or to Marry her, 
after ſhe had dealt ſo unnaturally by her Daugh- 
ter; that I was ſtill fatisfi'd ſhe had ſacriſicd 
her; and the little notice ſhe had taken of my 


advice on that occaſion , was a warning to me 


not co venture on a Woman who ſet up for Go- 
veraing 


HE... 
verning before Marriage : Beſides, I had no great 
| inclination to have a Third Wife, and not much 

Money to tempt her. Madam de Spinehal came to 
fee me Two or Three Days after I ſent her that 
Letter, and addreſſing her ſelf ſeriouſly to me, ſhe 
faid, the was willing to deljver with her own 
Hand, a Letter her Daughter had ſent me, by 
which 1 ſhou'd be eonvincd of the injuſtice of 
es I took the Letter with precipi. 


my Reproaches 
tation, and Read as follows : 


O' give your ſelf the Troable, Sir, to inquire 
wheye I am, you [har't know till I have taken 
the Vow. I ſav by my Converſation with you, 
that joa were an obſtacle to what Heaven requir'd of 
oe, and if I ſhew'd any unwillingneſs to embrace 4 

Convent Life, "twas only to get rid of you the more 

eafily. My Mother had no 2 in my reſolutions, 

and you ought to continue your eſteem for her , I 

even conjure you , from the bottom of my Heart, 

nor to deferr the Ascompliſhment of your deſigns, and 
| - gf every Day pray Heaven to give em 4 Bleſ- 
0 \ 1 


had never ſeen Madamoiſelle de Spinehal's 
Hand, yet I believ'd, when 1 Read the Letter, 
that twas fititious, or if ſhe Wrote it, that ſhe 
was forcd to it. Idid not diſſemble my thoughts 
to her Mother, She was in a violent Rage with 
me for it , _— ——— terms. 
Three or Four Days ards, I let her know 

my 
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This Woman who had a Love for me, threaten'd 
to make me repent if I broke my promiſe with 
| her: And [underſtood ſhe had brought ſomePaper 

to light, which ſhe intended to make uſe of to 
rob me of my Eftate, in ſetting ſome Scoun- 
drel PettitoggingLawyers upon me. One of them 
was the Son ot a Country Advocate, whoſe 
Father had riſen from the Dunghil to be a Ma- 
giſtrate ; and had only eſcap'd the Gallows or 
the Pillory for his Forgeries and Rogueries, by 
his Death. The Son of this Rogue tred in his 
Father's ſteps, lived by Sharping and Cheating, 
and had not a morſel of Bread to eat, but what 
be got out of the Barns of poor injurd 
Orphans, cheated Clients, or the luſt of Inſa- 
tiate Widows, This Raſcal pretended 
my Eſtate belong'd to him, for ſome old Debts 
with which it was encumber'd ; which hefrau- 
dulenty got to be made over to him, and I 
had omitted to gather in the Vouchers to clear 


them. 


I as undone if they took away my Eſtate from 
me; and being very little acquainted with ſuch 


affairs, I was afraid of falling into the hands of 
ſuch Villains as Country Pettifoggers, who are 
the worſt ſort of Robbers and Pickpockets. I loſt 
no time in asking councel whether there was a- 
ny flaw in my Title, and went to Paris to ma» 


nage my Law-ſuit. ; 

The only thing 1 wanted, to make me quite 
wearyof the World, was a Law-ſuit. 1 won 
* 0 


my Affairs wou d not permit me to Marry again. 


part of 
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to Councel, and tho? they told memy Adverſaties 
pietentions were upjuſt, , Jet they bid me beware 
of | the. Villany of the Magiſtrate's Son, who 
Tas ſaid 00 nothing but the tricks in the 

W, and wou'd ſtick at nothing. neither at 

zing of Hands, nor ſuborning Witnelles, as 
DN ather usd to do, to carry his Cauſe. It ſtart- 
led me to hear what a prodigious numher of De- 
clarations and Pleas, Bills and Anſwers I mult go 
thrd? with, to be too hard for my Adverlaries, 
and how much Money 'twou'd coſt me; and 
"Madam de Spinchal having underhand acquain- 
ted me, that if I wou'd Marry her, ſhe Ma 
put me in a way to clear my. ſelf of em all. 
thought it convenient to hearken again to r 
propoſitions; for as odious and vexatious as a 
Marry'd life is, a Law-ſuit appear d to me ſtill 
more intollerable. 
Thad not all this while forgot Mademoiſelle de 
| Spinehal whom 71 lov'd as much as ever. l had 
read the Letter her Mother gave me from her 
above a Hundred times over, and was always 
ſatisfy'd, that ſhe either did not write it, or did 
at by conſtraint. 

As great a deſire as 7 had to poſſeſs her, I was 
ſo delicate in my paſſion, that to deliver her from 
a condition of Life to which I knew ſhe had an 
averſion, I cou'd reſolve even to Marry her Mo- 
ther, - which oblig'd me, when we talkt again of 
the Marriage, to require Madam de Spryehal to 
ſend for her Daughter Home. She engag'd to 


do it :That as ſoon as we were Marry'd, w- Pd 
nave 


* 
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have a fight of her, and ſhe ſhou'd not be a Nun. 
Iinſiſted on ſeging her firſt, and promis'd on my 
Honour to Conſummate our Marriage as ſoon as 
11aw the Voüng Lady. J 
This muſt be own 14 tobe an Heroick Addion, 
to give the der an aſſuranceſf Marriage, only 
to ha ve the ſ isfaftion to free her Daughter rom 
ſug] h miſerable Bondage. Ilow her. Wall enough 
to . her jntereſts to my OWN, a N d believin Pg 


the Marriage woy'd clear ni hands 0 talaw ſui 
1 found a double copyenience * it, to ob] oblige my 


Miſtreis, anch ſettle my, own, Affairs. 
ir will Og Ge the Ae Con- 


Iſſue of the, A 
, weigh d! little in Compariſon. with. the 
_ 


While | ſtay gat Paris, was diſputing with 
Madam 9 all, A nab bout the Articles of 


denn fe e 0 5 m that Lady, 


wherein rote « as in diſpair 
5 the Denke b | gs 1 it out of _ 
Power to perfgrn 


cher that Hara 5 10 

4 5 925 {terities of her Religon. , . 
ls ſhe Dead # ENT eh Tread the Letters 5 
tis not the,, FR We. 5 Religious Life that 


caus d it, 255 her Mother s Cruelty, and can I 


Marry her aftęt this ?. No, leteme, rind indy, | 
the 


ſhall never bæ my Wife: - 1 


I return'd. -NQ anſwer to. Madam de | HinthaÞs 5 
Letter, | was. much taken up by the extream 


er that; (giz „ 


me on this {ad News. I was 
afflicted 


* 8 , un, V 
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afflicted to 18 and coud never put the 
Mournful Image of this Amiable Perſon out of 
my mind, © cond Iſaw her dying of Grief and 
8 in a condition. ſo contrary to her Inclina- 


"7 7 told 4 Spi inchal's Friends, that we 
ond think u more If the Marriage, that my 
Auſe was good, and that I;wouw'd ſpend theiaſt 
penny in Defending'it. The Lady then found | 
dur that I low her Daughter, ſhe had heard that 

I had ay after her in a Convent, whether I 

thought wou'd be ſent z The 'Abbels, to 
whom I related her Daughters caſe, having 
nnn viſit and my dif- 


I never heard from her afterwards ; Septens- 
ber cume on, and my Cauſe was referr'd to the 
| Corea St. Myrine, which means I had lei- 

fue home. IT was ſo Melancholly, 
pleaſure in 1 find out 
An, old Kinſman of 


| i mx-way home, and give him 
1 Ee the Church, ad- 


| ping wo to the Nucnery in the Nerghbourhoed 
the Caterer of the — whiſ⸗ 
per d re 10 the Bes that there was a Perſon be- 
longing to that Monaſtery who wou'd fain 


3 laskt where ſne was? And lea. 
„ T was conducted by the Ca. 


22 0 


akt me, without throwing up her Veil, whither 


with ſome concern, if 


ted with all her thoughts, 
made anſwer, Yes, Sir, I knew her very Soul, 


"x 
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I knew Madamoiſelle de Spinehal? I demanded, . 
| > her ſelf knew her? 
Alas! Sir, ſaid ſhe, I had reaſon to know her, 


' fince ſhe dy'd in my Arms. She talkt ſo much 


of you, that knowing you were here, I had the 


 curiolity to ſee you. Ah! Madam, ſaid I, to 
whom do you ſpeak? Know ye, how much 7 


Lov'd Madamoiſelle de Spinebal? Icoud not forbear 
Weeping, and ſaying theſe words, I fell into a 
Chair that was near me. The Nun reply'd, 
however, Sir, the poor Child complain'd of you, 
for not letting her hear from you; and nothing 


_ troubled her fo much, as that you ſhow'd forget 


her. She told me the diſcourſe that paſs'd be- 
tween you the day before ſhe departed, and ſhe 
expected that you wou'd at leaſt have inform'd 
your {elf what was become of her. I then told 
the Nun all that I had done to learn tidings of 
her, and that when 7 heard the news of her 


Death, ] was even about to Marry her Mother, 
only to hinder her being ſhut up in a Convent. 
That was not the way, ſaid the Nun, to pleaſe 
Mademoiſelle de Spinehal, tis well the is Dead; 
for ſhe certainly wou'd never have forgiven 


your Marrying her Mother. I reply'd, 1 per- 


ceivd Mademoiſelle de Spinchal hid nothing from 
you, and what you ſay agrees ſo well with what 


ſhe rold me her ſelf, that you muſt be acquain- 
The Religious Girl, 


and will tell you, if twill be any pleaſure to 2 
1 that 
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that 't was only the little hopes ſhe had of being 
Yours cnt determin'd her to put on the 
Veil. She thought of you at her laſt gaſp, and 
when ſhe dy d, ſhe left me a ſmall preſent which 
ſhe beg dime to give you, if ever I ſhou'd hap- 
pen tofee you: lll go and look for it, and am 
aſſur'd,you'll Love it: as well as if it was ſhe her 
ſelf The Nun went out, defiring me to ſtay 
2 Moment. I meditated with pleaſure on her 
laſt Words; What can this Preſent be, ſaid I to 

my ſelf, which, I ſhall Love as well as her! Is 

it not that Madamoſſelle de Spinehul, is not Dead 

and that tis {he hex ſelf wWom ſhe is gone to 
fetch; I neyor felt ſv many emotions in my Lite 
and the more I flatter d my; hopes, the more 1 
feartd to be diſappointe l. 
The Nun came back, land asking me ſmiling, 
what 1 wou'd give for che Preſent he made me: 
She turn d to the Parlour door; Crying out, Enter 


aw © F 


adam; come out of your Grave 


# 
* — 


is impoſſible to expreſs the motions of my 
Soqul at that inſtant I ſaw; MAadamoiſellt de Spine hai 
enter. Tears, Sighs, Joy and Franſport, de- 
priv'd me of the uſe ot pech; I cou d only look 
on her, and. was {till afraid to truſt my Eyes. 
Though Madamoiſella de Jpinehal was: almoſt in 
the ſame condition gs I was; yet her ſeeing me ſo, 
clp'd to recover her; and having ſooner than I, 
the liberty of her Tongue, ſhe told me, ſhe re- 
joyced to ſee. me ſo ſenſible of any thing that had 
teſpect to her; and that the news of her Death 
had afflicted me ſo much, as to give me Joy at 

the ſight of her alive. | 1 wil 


— 
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I will not enter into the detail of our Converſa- 
tion, ſhe ſaid ſhe had heard the falſe news her Mo 
ther had Written to me, that ſhe was going to 
Write to Paris to diſabuſe me; but ſhe was glad 
Fortune had help'd her to a more agreable means 
of informing me of the Truth. She was amaz d 
to hear I had receiv d any ſuch Letter from 
her as her Mother gave me; and we perceiv'd 
'twas à trick which ſhe made uſe of to impoſe 
upon me, that I might forget her Daughter. 
She related in what manner her Mother ſent 
her away; that ſhe knew not to what Con- 
vent ſhe was going ; that ſhe cou'd never bring 
her ſelf to think of taking the Veil ; that her 
Mother was in deſpair about it, and never let her 
hear from her; that ſhe heard ſhe was to be 
Marry'd, and then ſhe wou'd be ſent for Home. 
I gave her to underftand what reaſons I had for 
giving ber Mother theſe hopes : She reply'd, ſhe 
wonder'd how I cou'd reſolve on ſuch an extre- 
mity, and askt if I was not my own Maſter , 
and might not Marry whom I pleas'd ? I told her 
what a Company of pettyfogging Raſcals ſhe 
had ſet upon me, and I perceiv'd by the little 
notice ſhe took of it, that the Young Lady had 
more reſolution than 1; for ſhe ſaid plainly, 
that if 7 Lov'd her, I ſhou'd think only of her, 
and not value what her Mother and my Adver- 
aſries cou'd do to me. Ts 

I diſcover'd now what I was very loath to find 
out, that I was not ſo Young as I wiſh'd my 
ſelf ; for though I heartily Lov'd Madamoiſolle de 

Part 2. R Spineha] 
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- Spinehal, yet I did not care to bring my ſelf into 
Trouble by Marrying her; and my experience of 
the ill Conſequence of thoſe Engagements in 
which we only conſult our Paſſions, ballanc'd a 
little the Precipitation of my deſires. 
I affurd Madamoiſelle de Spinehal , I wou'd 
Marry no body but her; that I wou'd endes. 
vour to bring it about in ſuch a manner, that 
ber Reputation and mine might not ſuffer by it: 
However, in caſe my cunning faild me, 1 wou'd 
have her, coſt what it wou'd. ' We concerted 
meaſures how to Write to one another, and 
agreed together that no body ſhou'd know I had 
ſeen her. Notwithſtanding our Agreement, | 
cou d not refrain ſpeaking of her to my old Kinſe 
man; I believd Madamoiſelle de Spinehal, living 
in a Town of which he was Governour, he 
might be Serviceable to her; I recommended her 
to his Protect ion, in my abſence , inform'd him 
the terms we were upon, and that I regarded her 
as a Perſon who was to be my Wife. He pro. 
mis'd to viſit her, and that ſhe ſhowd Command 
any thing in his Government. I ſaw the young 
Lady once more, and having taken leave 0 
her, went Home, : e Rt 
Madam de Spizehal preſently had information 
that I had ſeen her Daughter, and fearing I might 
take her from the Convent, ſhe ſent Men to 
fetch her Rome, though in truth her order wa 
to carry her to another Convent. Madamoiſel 
de Spinehal receiving this order from her Mothes 
refus d to obey it, and made uſe of the Authorit) 
b | 0 


to 


ral times after my departure 
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of the Governour of the Town, to prevent. it's 


* 


being put in execution. He had ſeen her ſeve- 
i ot inſteadſof talking 
for me, he ſpoke for himlelf, he grew in Love 


1 


with her, and propos d to Marry her: He was 
ſo Old, I did not miftruſt he wou'd play me 
ſuch a Trick. Sirens =; 


He told the Men Madam. de Spinehal had 
ſent for her Daughter, that he cou'd not permit 


them to take her thence, . fer he was going to 
Marry her; and Wrote at the; ſame time to the 
Counteſs, to ask her conſent, adding, if ſhe, re. 
fus d it, he wou'd, Marry her for all that; for 
the thing was now gone too far to go back- 


Madam de Spine hal had now a fair occaſion to 


be reveng'd of me, if ſhe wou's improve it ſhe 
need only give her conſent to the Governours 
Marrying her Daughter, or let him do it, with- 
out telling me any thing of the matter; but ſhe 


was leſs afraid of my ſecing my Miſtreſs, than of 


her Daughter, Marrying,ſhe ſent me theold Gover- 
nours Letter, aud Wrote that {ſhe wou'd do no- 
thing in the affair without my conſent ; ſhe knew 
well, that ſince | was ſo. much in Love with her 
Daughter, I ſhyu'd join with her to :ndeav-urto 
hindert his Marriage, and that was all ſhe, wanted. 


I can't expreſs my rage at hearing how the Go- 
vernour betray d me, ani my vonderthatl had no 


news all this while from Hidz voiſells de Spinthal; 


I made no anſwer to her Mother, but went im- 


mediately to hinder my Ola Kinfman's Marrying | 


R 2 my 


Dee 
my Young Miſtreſs ; I Arriv'd at the Caſtle 
where he Liv'd, and made as if I was come again 
to viſit him in my return from Paris; I (aid 


nothing to him, nor he to me, of his intended 


Marriage; he thought 1 had not known any 
thing of it, and kindly entertain'd me. I askt 
what news of Madamoiſelle de Spinehal > He told 
me he cou'd not tell, for he never ſaw her; the 
Superior of the Convent having lately receiv'd 


orders from her Mother, to let no body ſee her. 
I miſtruſted what reaſon he had to talk ſo, and 


went to fatisfie my ſelf further from her own 
Mouth. When | came to the Convent, I askt 
for her, and was told, I cou'd not fee her. I 
deſir*'d to ſpeak with the Nun with whom I had 
ſeen her, ſhe came and inform'd me, that Made- 
moiſelle de Spinebal was to Marry the Governour 


in Two Days; that the Articles were;fign'd, and 


ſhe wou'd ſes no Perſon whatever till then. 
I inquir'd whether ſhe had no repugnancy to this 
Marriage; and if ſhe had forgot me > She re- 
ply d, lought to know the inconſtancy of Wo- 

men: That The believ'd Mademoiſelle wou'd always 
refpe& me and be my Friend; but that having 
told her my ſelf, that there were many difficulties 
lying in the way to my Marrying her, ſhe did 
not think fit to prefer an uncertain ſettlement to 
that which offer d; which, beſides, wou'd be 


much more to her — „than ſhe cou'd 
y | 


propoſe any thing to her ſel arrying me. 


0 


I complain'd of her, 1 rail'd againſt her and 
all the Sex; I conjur'd the Nun to order it = 
| | ; that 


: EE ac cs cn corn mM ct bun on 
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being perceiv d by any one. I knew a Gardner us d 
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that I might have a ſight of her to hear my doom 
from her own Lips, afluring her, if ſhe was fo 
alter'd, I woud not oppoſe her Marriage. The 
Nun went or made as if ſhe went to ask whe- 
ther ſhe wou'd ſee me? A moment after, ſhe re- 


turn d without her, ſaying, Mad amoiſelle pray'd 


me, if I had any reſpect for her, not to diſturb 
a Marriage, which in the preſent poſture of af- 
fairs, was ſo neceſſary to prevent her Mothers 


/ 


continuing to perſecute her. | 8 
I believ'd the Nun had been bribd by the old 


Governour, and cowd never perſwade my ſelf 


that Madamoiſelle de Spinehal was chang d at this 


rate. I reſol vd to venture any thing to ſee her 
and ſpeak to her; I inquir'd of the Caterer wheres» 
about her Apartment was? Andwhen I had the ne- 
cefſary informations of the place, I endeavour'd to 
find out a way to get into the Convent, withour 


to work there every Day; 1 found him out, and 
offer d him Money to carry me in with him, diſ- 
guis'd like his Man: My Money prevaild, and 
putting on a Frock, like his Servant, I enter'd the 
Convent with him , no body knowing who x 
mm. Pp 

I was not ſo blind, but I cou'd fee the folly for 


a Man of my Age to be guilty of ſuch a weak 
inconſiderate Action, which wou'd hardly have 


been forgiven in a Young Man; Tapprehended 


the danger I expos'd my ſelf to, if I had been diſco- 


ver d; and what an injury this diſguiſe wou'd have 
been to Madamoiſelle de Spinehals Reputation; 


R 3 but 
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bit reſolvidg to Marry her, I was fo far from 
fearing the ill conſequences of my deſign, that 


hid the worſt come to the worſt, 7 ſhou'd not 
have been ſorry if I had been diſcover d; becauſe 
I believ'd after ſuch a diſcovery, Madamoiſelle de 
Sprachal wou'd, for more reaſons than one, have 
been vblig'd to abandon all thoughts of any other 
Marriage. I was ſcarce got into the Garden be- 
fore I ſpyꝰd her walking in an Alley with the Nun 
who was her Confident; I made as it | was Crop- 
ping the Branches of the Trees, in a place near 
that Alley; I ſtay'd behind a buſh, and ſeem d to 
buſie my felt ſometimes in Cropping the Hedges, 
ſometimes indigging up the Earth, in thoſe places 
particularly from, wherice 1 cou'd hear what they 
ſaid, They ſaw me, but taking me for the Gard- 
ners Man, they continu'd their Walk and their 
| Converſation ; I heard enough to underſtand Ma- 
damoiſelle de Spinehal was not ſo much alter'd as I 
was told ſhe was; for ſhe chid the Nun, becauſe 
ſhe wou'd not let me ſee her; The ſaid , twas 
in vain for her to repreſent that her Marriage 
with the Governour wou'd be more Advantage- 
ous to her; that ſhe ſhou'd not Marry him but 
with great unwillingneſs ; and believ'd ſhe ſhou'd 
have been much more Happy with me. 
I wasgladto hear her Sentiments in my favour; 
my Love became more violent, and I fancy'd it 
was not impoſſible to find out an opportunity to 
hide my ſelf in her Chamber, the only place 
where I cou'd talk to her without Witneſſes. I 
left the Neighbourhood of the Alley , where they 
VV were 


—  " ” 


low her Writing. 


RS 
were diſcourfing, and ſtaying ſome time longer 
in the Garden, I examin'd the Lodgings among 
which her Apartment was; I perceiv'd the Door 
of a Staircaſe that led to it was open, I went 
up,meeting no body to interrupt me : By good 
luck I hit apon the right Chamber, which was 
only Latcht ; I open*d the Deor,and knew *twas 
hers, by ſome things that Ihad feen her wear ; 
but I was more ſure of it, when approaching 
near the Table, 1 found a Screutore open, where 
ſhe had begun a Letter, which I perceiv'd cou'd 
be Written to no body but me. It contain'd theſe 


Words : 


Hough my Friends wou'd have me forget 
Joa, yet I cannot bring my [elf to it, and I muſt 
at leaſt tell you, that if Igive way to their reaſons, by 
which they wowad perſwade me to Marry Monſiear 
is not without much ado that I think of it, 
and becauſe you have given me not ſuſficieat hopes of 
being yours: However, my Heart will be always. 


the ſame, 


There were ſeveral Lines ſcratcht out, the 


meaning of which 1 did not attempt to diſcover, 


becauſe I had Read enough to know her mind ; 


anda ſudden thought came into my Head, Ttook 


up a Pen and Wrote this on the ſame Paper be- 
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+ T' you only conſent to the Marriage propos'd to you 


becauſe I have not given you ſufficient hopes 
of being mine, I am ſure you will think of it no more; 


jor I ſwear by all that is ſacred, that I am ready 
#0 Matry you, 


Having Written theſe Words, I put the Paper 
where. I found it. and retura'd into the Garden 
where ſhe. was walking; I was not willing toſtay 
longer in the Chamber,not ſo much out of fear,as 
out of a deſire to lee what effect the Letter wou'd 
produce; | ſuppos'd if ſhe Loy'd me,ſhe wou'd re- 
Joyce to find in ſuch an extraordinary manner, that 
**was only her fault if ſhe did not Marry me; 
and that after this aſſurance, ſhe wou'd have the 
Courage and the Conſtancy to defer the Marri- 


age with the Governour, till ſhe was ſatisfi'd 


of the fincerity of my Proteſtation. 5 

I went out of the Convent with the Gardner, 
who was ſo well pleas'd, to find that no ill came of 
what he had done for me, that he promis'd to do as 
much whenever | wou'd have him. I went Home 
to my Old Rival, who asktfrom whence I came ? 
told him from making a Viſit to one of his 
Neighbours, who had inform'd me of a piece of 


news, which I ſhou'd have been willing io have 


had from his own Mouth; That I was * to 
hear he was going to Marry Madamoiſelle de Spine- 


bal; that he was in the wrong to hide it from me, 


for he might imagine in the preſent Poſture of my 


atfairs, cou'd nor, withjany hopes of being Happy, 


think 
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think of Marrying her; and he cou'd not pleaſe 


me more, than in doing for her what I ſhou'd 


have been glad to have done my ſelf had it been 
in my power. 

The Good Man believed I talkt ſeriouſly, and 
to pay my Civility with another, he told 
me, 'twas true, he had thoughts of Marrying 
Madamoiſelle de Spinehal, if I woa'd not be againſt 
it, and fince 1 approv'd of it, he invited me to 
the Wedding, promifing to carry me to her the 
next Day. He was as good as his Word, the 


next Day we went to the Convent, and inquird- 


for her, nothing cou'd have happen'd more lucky 
to my wiſhes. 7 long'd to ſee how ſhe wou'd be- 
have her ſelf cowards me,and what operation the 


few Lines I wrote at the bottom of her Letter had 


upon her. 

She came, and ſeem'd to me to appear with 
an Air of Content: The old Governour told her, 
he had acquainted me with their Marriage; that 
I was very glad of it,and that he kept me co beat 


their Wedding: She miſtruſted that 1 diſſembled 


with him, and anſwer'd, ſhe ſuppos'd whenever 
ſhe Marry'a I ſhou'd be at the Wedding. She 
lookt upon me when ſhe ſaid theſe Words, and I 


underſtood by it, ſhe had read my Letter; and 


by faying I ſhou'd be at her Wedding when- 
ever ſhe Marry'd, I imagin'd ſhe expected 1 
wou'd Marry her. Weenterd into 4 Converſa- 
tion on this Subject, of which ſhe and I only knew 
the meaning ; for when we ſeem'd to talk of the 
Governour s Marriage, we all along meant our 
V own, 
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own. This was not enough to nua her Cu- 
rioſity, ſhe was impatient to know how I came 
to vvrite thoſe lines underneath her own, but 
the Governour did not give us an opportunity to 
explain our ſelves: All that ſhe cou'd do, was, 
when we Went out, to ask me how long I had 
been a Conjurer? I anſwer d, if ſhe wou'd be to 
morrow in her Chamber, while the Nuns were 
at Chappel, 7 wou'd tell 'her my Witchcraft. 

The next day, I found out my Gardner, diſ- 
guis'd my ſelf as 1 had done before, enter d the 
Convent with him, and at the time I appointed, 
Madamoiſelle de Spinehal to ſee her, I went into 
her Chamber; She was alone, and was a8 much 
amaz'd to fee me, as if I had been a Spirit. J rela- 

ted how 1 got into her Chamber, after I had over 
heard her diſcourſe while ſhe was walking with 
her Friend in one of the Alleys of the Garden, 
She toldme how ſhe was ſurpriz d to ſee my Letter 
there; that ſhe miſtruſted I had been in her Cham- 
ber, but ſhe wow'd let no body know it, becauſe 
the Nuns wou'd have her Marry the Governour, 
Hoping that if ſhe was his Wife, it might be 
the better for them ; That they had no other 
reaſon for being againſt me. She aſſur d me, ſhe 
wou'd Love me always ; And tho' ſhe had Mar- 
rp'd the Governour, ſhe ſhou'd notwithſtanding ; 

Have Lov'd me ftill. She askt what meaſures 
intended go take to Marry? none I told her, Iknew 
of but to carry her off, This Propoſal ſhockt her, 
and ſhe was diſputing with her ſelf, whether ſhe 


{hou'd conſent to it, vyhen one of the Old Nuns 
a" 


— 


S . BS. 4 4 


- T3 


of the Convent enter d the room. I cou'd not hide 


my ſelf, and the good Woman was very much 
Scandaliz'd, to find the Gardner's Man in Mada- 
moiſelle de Spinehals Chamber : She ſaid I had 


brought her ſome Flowers; The old Maid grum- 
bled, and turn'd me out, threatning to complain 
of me, and to have me forbidden the Houle. 
Thus was I forcd to withdraw, without being 
able to come to any Concluſion with Madamoi- 


ſelle de Spinehal : However, Idoubted not ſhe 


wou'd find out excuſes to break off her Marri- 
age The next day, the ſame Gardner that in- 
troduc'd me into the Convent, brought me a 


Letter from Madamoiſelle de Spinehal. He inform'd 


me, the Old Womam that found me in her Cham» 
ber, had madea noiſe of the matter ; that he was 
order'd never to let me come into the Convent 
more, and that himſelf was forbidden the Houſe 


about it. This is a Coppy of the Letter Mada- 


moiſelle de Spinehial Wrote Me. 


Ou were willing, out of Friendſhip to me to 
Marry my Mother, may not I hope, that out 
of the ſame conſideration, you will let me Marry 
Monſiear de think out, The way you propos'd 
to me is very Dangerous, and if jou ſpou d ſucceed 


in carrying me off, you wowd not be the better for it: 


W Mother will ſpare no pains to annul the Marriage, 


becauſe *twas made ſo irregularly ; She wou"d conti- 


nue to proſecute you about your Eſtate. In ſhort, I 
can't flatter my felf that ſuch a deſign wou d ever _ 
d be ſorry to be the caufe of all 


end happily. 1 ſhou 
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the tronbles to which you expoſe your ſelf, IT ſwear, 
that tho I Marry Monſieur ds —— I ſhall newer 
Ceaſe Loving you. He is ſo old he can't Live long, 
and if he dies, Iſball be in a condition to Marry you 
without Controul. I tell you freely my thoughts, and 
aſſure you, tis not without a great deal of difficalty 
that I reſolve on this Marriage: But in my opinion 
tis the beſt thing I can do for you and for my ſelf. Tf 
IT have not the pleaſure of being your Wife, I ſhall 
lade the pleaſure of ſeeing you every day, And if 
Jon take never ſo little care to deceive the good Man, 
oa may be as much his Friend as mine. For Hea- 
vens [ake let me not put all things to hazard to come 
together: We may Love one another without that. 
Think how much this Settlement is for my intereſt, 
and from how many Misfortunes 'twill deliver me , 
For I will do in it ouly what you approve of, my 
Deſtiny depending upon you. | 


If I had Judg'dof theſe matters, as in the time 
of my Youthful Adventures, I ſhou'd have 
believ'd this Letter had been a ſign of Madamoi- 
fell's changing her mind, and ſhowd have 
ventur'd every thing, to hinder the deſign ſhe pro- 
pos'd to me: But I was older, and I coud not 
hide from my ſelf, that there was a great 
deal of reaſon in what ſhe ſaid: 1 was even 
pleag'd with it, and hop'd, if I was ſo Couragious 
as to yield her up to another, ſhe wou'd find 
outa way to make me amends. In ſhort, partly 
out of delicacy, partly out of reaſon, and partly 


out of ſomething elſe, 1 reſoly'd to conſent to 
EEE: her 
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her Propoſals. The Governour was the molt 
Advantagious match for her, and I thought *twas 
not to Love with delicacy enough, to hinder 
her good Fortune. This reaſon weigh'd moſt 
with me; the reſt were of little conſideration in 


compariſon with her Intereſts. 
[ wrote her all that was nece 


ſſary, to ſhewher 


the delicacy and diſintereſt of my Paſſion, and 


in return, ſhe vvas more kind and more obliging 
tome than ever: When I forbore croſſingher Mar- 
riage, it ſoon took effect, and ſhe had the 
ſatisfaction to Marry with her Mothers conſent; 
for Madam de Spixehal, hearing I was at my old 
Kinſmans Houſe, was ſo ſure of my hindring the 
match, that ſhe wrote her, ſhe wou d joyn in with 
it. But ſhe was ſurpriz*d,to hear her Daughter Mar- 
ryd him twe days after ſhe receiv d her ap 
dation; That I was at the Wedding, and labour d 
to bring it about. 

She was in diſpair at the news, and ſince 
'twas too late to hinder her Daughters Marrying, 


ſhe reſolvd at leaſt to deprive her of the Quiet 


and Comforts of a Marryd Life; She found 
means to let the old Governour know, that in 


Marrying her Daughter, he had Marry'd a Mi- 
ftreſs, whom I had given to him, only to ſee 
her and to Love her the more Commodiouſly, 


This advice was but too liable to give him a Jea- 
louſy of his Wife, tho it had come from any 
one elſe; every thing helpt to make him ſuſpect 
me, and he, at the ſame time, heard that 7 got 
into the Convent, and was caught in Madamoi- 


ſelle de Spinehals Chamber. He 
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Hie then was ſure of his Fate, that I had bub. 
| bled him; and I had notice he intended to have 
me Murder'd : He was a Raſh Man, and ] did 
not think it proper to expoſe my ſelf to his Vio- 
lence ; ſol left his Houſe and returnd home, 
where I underſtod in what manner he treated 
huis Wife: he lockt her up, and ſcarce allow'd 
her neceſlaries 3 1 was concernd at her ill uſage, 
and reſolv d todeliver her. 3 
I ſaw no likelihood of coming at her, ſo as to 
carry her off from her Husband's Houſe; The en- 
terprize was top dangerous for me: I ſhou'd run 
the risk of my Life and Honour, without ſerving 
the Woman I wou'd relieve. I thoughtit more 
prudent to proceed by due courſe of Law, and to 
ocure a Perſon to put in a Petition tothe Par- 
nt of Paris, to obtain ſeparate maintenance 
for Madamoiſelle de Spinchal, becauſe her Husband 
_ ugd her ſo inhumanely, no body ſrem'd fo pro- 
der as her Mother, to undertake it, and I believ'd 
ſhe vvou'd do it, if Ionce more propos d ro Marry 
her. I was ſomov'd by her Daughters ſufferings, 
and Lov'd her ſo heartily, that I believe I ſhoud 
certainly have Marry'd her Mother, if Icou'd not 
otherwiſe have aſſiſted her. Madam de Sprinehal 
dy'd before Lhad any opportu nity to propoſe the 
\ buſineſs to her; and the Deathof another Perſon 
ſoon after, made me ſuppoſe that the merit of 
my generoſity woud at laſt have its reward. 
The Death I talk of was that of the old Gover- 
nour who did not long ſurvive Madam de Spina. 


hal: e lived with his Voung Wife about Eighteen 
BD | f 1 Months, 


Months, and his Wife at once fell into pol- 


6 


ſeſſion of her Mother's Eftate, and of the 
Governour's, which had been ſettled upon her 
in;Marriage: She was now a Rich Widow, and 


was lookt; upon to be a very good Match. 


1 was not one of the laſt that ſhe heard from 
upon occaſion of her Husbands Death; ſhe 


' wrote me, that ſhe had not forgot my Services 
and the promiſes ſhe had made me; Bur the 
Intrigue we had together had made ſo much 


noiſe, that all the World was ſo well fatisfy*d 


IJ was the cauſe of her Troubles, and even the 


Death ef her Husband, that *twas not conveni- 
ent I ſhou'd ſo ſeon appear at her Houſe : In the 
mean while, ſhe wou'd give me a meeting at 
Paris, vvhere the was ſuddenly to be- 

Her Letter was accompany'd with a Warrant 
of Attorney, to act in her name, in all the 


affairs that belong d to her, by the Death of her 


Mother in the Province where I liv d. I put all 
things in order, with ſo much the more care, as 


I believd what I did was for my ſelf; i lookt upon 
the Manour of Spinehal, as an Eſtate that wou d 


in a little while be my own; not doubting but 
we ſhou'd be Marry'd as ſoon as we met at Paris. 


I did not arrive there till a Month after her, the bu - 


ſineſs ſne employ d me about, having kept me in 
the Country till then. I had not heard from her 
lately but tho? I knew not the cauſe of her ſilence 
I had no ſuſpition of her Inconſtancy. "I 
My Eldeft Brother dy'd about a Eleven or 
Twelve Months before, of the Wounds he re. 
3 T .ceiv'd 
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ceiv'd at the Siege of St. Maur, in the Archipe. 
ago, where he Commanded the Venetian Army. 
His Death had griev'd me enough to put me 
quite out of conceit with the World; and 7 
ſhou'd have gone into a Retirement then, had I 
not Lov'd Madamorſelle de Spinehal. My Brother 

left behind him a Son who was abcut four 
or five and Twenty Years of Age; And there 
were few Menof his Years, who had more merit 


than he, He was very Handſome, and had been 


in the Service ever ſince he was Fifteen : He fol- 
low'd his Father to Venice and the Archipelago, 
and himſelf brought me the ſad news of his Fa- 
ther's Death r 
Il was then at the old Governour, my Kinſman's 
Houſe, where my Nephew came to ſee me two 
or three Days after his Marriage with Madamoi- 


elle de Spinehal: he ſaw her then, but I did not 


perceive he took any liking to her, or ſhe to 
him: However they fell in Love with one ano. 


was now the only obſtacle in the way of their 
Loves, and the deſign they had taken to Marry 
as ſoon as Madamoiſelle de Spinehal was a Wi- 
dow. n 


thing to do but to rid their hands of me; l had 
no miſtruſt that they were upon thoſe Terms to- 
gether: On the contrary, I was fully perſwaded 
that Madamoiſcle waited only for my * to 

| os: arry 


ther, the Minute they ſaw each other firſt, and 


They ſaw one another every day after Mada- 
moiſelle de Spine hal arriv'd at Paris, and their 
_ Paſſion was at ſuch a height, that they had no- 


>... ͤ = 
Marry me; the efteem1 had for her, not ſuffering 
= to have the leaſt ſuſpition of any change in 
=: 
As ſoon as I came to Paris, my Nephew viſited 
me; I askt him what news of Madamoiſelle de 
Spinehal? He told me he had ſeen her ſometimes, 
but truly, he muſt needs own, ſhe ſeem'd lately 
very little diſpos'd to be my Wife; that ſince ſhe 
came to Town , ſhe had been offerd very con- 
ſiderable matches, and he believ'd ſhe had more 
Vanity and Ambition than Love. I gave credit 


to his ftory, there being great appearance that 


'twas true, having not heard from her a long 


time: Ipray'd him to repreſent to her Cunning- 


ly, the wrong ſhe wou'd do her ſelf and me in 
breaking her word with me, after the obligations 
ſhe had to me, and the terms we were upon to- 
gether. I bad him take no notice that he had 
ſaid any thing to me, becauſe I wou'd have the 
ſatisfaction to hear it from her own Mouth, if 
ſhe was ſo much alter'd. gs 

I vent to viſit her, ſhe ſeem'd very glad to 
ſee me; yet I obſervd that my Company was a 
burthen to her. I gave her an account of her 
buſineſs in the Country, and. told her, nothing 
now hinder'd the happineſs J had flatterd my 
ſelf with the hopes of. She reply d, ſhe was till 
the ſame; but ſhe cou*d not think it decent to 
Marry again tilt her Year was out. I anſwer d, 
after having kept ſilence a little while, I was 


ſorry ſhe endeavour to hide any thing from me; 
That l knew ſhe had other reaſons beſides decen- 


8 cy 
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"TD - 
cy, which oblig'd her to put off our Marriage. 
Believing my Nephew had made me a diſcovery 
of their Intrigue, ſhe was mute for ſome time, 
looking downwards all the while; at laſt ſhe 
ſpoke ro me with an Air of Indifference, ſince 
J knew her min'd ſo well, ſhe had nothing to 
ſay tome. >: 4 

was then in the ſame Condition that I had 
often been in in my life, finding the 1nconſtancy 
of the Sex. I perciev'd my Miſtreſs was chang'd 
and 7 repented that I had buſy'd my ſelf about 
this Amour and had not better given way to 
my diſguſt of the World, which ſeriouſly com- 
menc'd on my Brother's Death. It ſeemsI wanted 
ſtill new Mortifications to determine me to it , 
J left Madamoiſelle de Spizehal, telling her ſhe 
was not worth my Anger; and that ſince ſhe 
was capable of being dazled by the hopes of a 
better Settlement than ſhe cou'd expect with me, 
ſhe was unworthy my Love; that I wou'd put 
no conſtraint upon her, but leave her to follow her 
Inconſtant Humour, and to repent of it. She made 
no anſwer, nor offer'd to ſtop me when I went 
out, | 
I immediately ſought after my Nephew, to 
whom TI ſaid, the advice you gave is but too well 


grounded; | told him alſo how I had carry'd 
my ſelt towards Madamoiſelle de Spinehal ever ſince 


I firſt Lovd her, and ſeem'd to be ſo much afflict- 
ed, that my Nephew was griev'd to think he 
*hon'd be the cauſe of my Miſtreſſes inconſtancy; 
ad wether or not, he was a Man of ſo much Ho- 


nour 
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nour that he wou'd not take my Miſtreſs from 
me whom I ſo welldeſerv'd , or whether he fear'd 


ſhe might not one time or other prove as incon- 
ſtant to him, ke ſent her word, that he cou'd not 


_ reſolve to give me ſuch a ſenſible Mortificarion ; 


that he was too much oblig'd to me to uſe me ſo 
Ill; and that poſitively he wou'd never Marry 
her, unleſs the found means to procure my Con- 
ſent. — I 
Madamoiſelle de Spinchabs Answer to this Let- 


ter fell into my Hands, I ſuppoſe ſhe deſignd it 


o; for the Perſon who was to have given it to 
my Nephew, gave it to me, not finding him at 
my Lodgings, where he pretended he came to 
look for him; as I had too much intereſt in Ma- 
damoiſelle de Spinehal's Sentiments, not to open 
the Letter, and ſee what ſhe Wrote him, ſo J un- 


ſeal'd it, and Read to this purpoſe : 


S it polſille, that when we are Arriv'd to ſuch 

an Age, we cannot be juſt to our ſelves and 
that Monſieur your Unkle will always forget he's 
[hreeſcore ? 'Iis true, I reſpect him, and allow'd 
him to hope whatever he plead having nothing elſe 
to do, as my affairs then ſtood ; but I have always 
had too good an opinion of him to take him for 4 
Fool, that he (hou'd always think bimſelf Toang. 
Do's he imagine he cowd deceive us by the care he 
took to hide his Gray Hairs and his Wrinbles? Can 
he take it il, that I ſhou'd have thoſe Sentiments 


for ſuch a Man as you , which wou d be ridiculous 


in me to have for an Old Man? If be had the leaſt 


| S 2] degree 
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Aegr pe of diſcretion, mo he wy himſelf to the 
deft iny of the Husband I have loſt, and with whom 
I had no other reaſon to Live ſo ill, than becauſe 
he mas too Old to deſerve the Care and Complacency 
of a Toung Woman. Beſides , what cauſe has he 
of complaint. Do I Love out of his Family? And 
ij he is ſo mach pour friend, as you ſay he is, wow'd 
he deprive you of your Miſtreſs ? Is it not reaſona- 
ble that Old Folks ſhowd be more Maſters of their 
Paſſions than Toung? Truſt me, hell know himſelf 
better after we are Marryd; if he do's not, we ſhall 
not ſuffer much, he's too Old to plague us very long. 
I don't take you at your word; ] know hom to put a 
better conſtruction on your Letter; I have too 
-great Eſteem for you, to have ſuch a conſideration © 
for ax Unkle to whom you ſay you are oblig d. If 
the Reſpect you have for him ſhou'd make you break 
off your Marriage with me, I ſhall however always 
Love you, and will never be any bodies but yours. 


— wa, po £YvHw =» =oEra3rJ) 


Io apprehend what a Terrible Mortification 
this Letter was to me, the Reader muſt remem- 
ber I was very fond of paſſing for Young, I 
was not ſo much concern'd at this Womans in- 
conſtancy, as at her inſulting my Age; The Old 
Man, and Old Folks, Gray Hairs and Wrinkles, 
Were expreſſions that put me in mind | was not 
ſo young as I affected to appear; and I was ſo 
affronted at it, I coud think of nothing elle for 
_ ſometime, 
| Tlock d my ſelf up,order'd that no body ſhou'd 
be admitted to come near me; I Read the Letter 
| ” Twenty 
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Twenty times over, and was as often going to 


inſult this Woman as much as ſhe had inſulted 

me; I went to Bed late, and ſlept little. When 

I was a. Bed, all my old Adventures came into 
y 


Carmelite ; I fancy'd I ſaw her till, and heard 
her repeat the Words I Read in the Letter. 1 


it poſſible that you will always forget you are Three- 
ſcore? | a 
The next Day I felt my ſelf in a more ſe- 
date Temper of Spirit, I again Read over the 


Letter ſeveral times; and why after all / ſaid Ito 


my ſelf, ſhowd I pretend to complain of her 


for telling me I am Threeſcore. Is it not true? 
Is it not time for me to leave of Fooling ? When 
ſhall I grow Wiſe, if now I do not? Oh! My 


dear Carmelite, thou hadſt reaſon on thy ſide, 


when frequently thou told'ſt me there was no- 
thing Solid in the World. Ah! had I follow'd 
thy advice and thy example, how long ago had 
I beeenra Wiſe Man? However, tis not ſtill too 
late, and ſince lam Old, and thoſe to whom I 
wou'd hide my Age, are the firſt that reproach 
me with it, *tis fit 1 no more expoſe my ſelf to 
ſuch affronts. Oh! World I know thee now, 
and thou ſhalt no more deceive me, : 

I ſpent all the Day without ſeeing any one: 
and at laſt came to a reſolution to turn this laſt 


_ diſgrace to my Advantage, and to break off all 


the Cords by which 1 was ſtill tyd to the 


World: Who wou'd have thought that ſo fri. 


S 3 vilcu, 


that which ever took up, 
moſt of my thoughts, the Story of my dear 


vilous an affront as calling me Old Man, ſhou'd 
have more force with me, in diſengaging me 
from the World, than all the ills 7 had hitherto 
ſuffer d? Heaven Conducts Men to the end he 
deſigns, by the moſt ſurprizing way; and! be- 
lieve there is no means more effectual, than to 
confound our Vanity in the very thing wherein 
We are ſo weak as to make it conſiſt. The Cir- 
cütiſtances of this affront was the more ſenſible, 
conſidering I was Treated fo by a Perſon who I 
thought Lov'd me, whom 7 ſtudy'd to pleaſe, 
This as a new ſort of Mortification, and I found, 
that if at any time a Man has reaſon to be on 
his Guard how he deals with Women, he ought 
much more ſo, when he's of an Age that may 
give. occaſion for them to employ their Malice 
and Raillery againſt him. In the end, I com- 
pard the Amuſements of Love, with what is 
ſhocking in Old Age ; and I then began toJudge 
more Favourably of Madamoiſelle de Spinehals 
proceedings; the ſeem'd wiſer in my Eyes, and 
I cou'd not Condemn her for what I took to be 
an effect of her Reaſon and good Senſe, reſolving 
therefore to be no more the ſame, every thing 
appear d to me with a new Face; and the firſt 
proof of my Change was, that a perfect indif- 
ference ſucceeded all the violent motions I felt 
Z © - 5 8 

Having made my Choice, I was willing to 
deprive my ſelf of all manner of hopes of poſ- 
ſeſling Madamoiſelle de Spine hal: I knew her to 
bea good Match for my Nephew, and was wil- 


hog 
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ing to make him ſome return for his Generoſity, 
in offering to break off his Marriage out of re- 


ſpe& to me, J ſent for him, and without telling 
him my defign, I took him with me in my 


Coach to Madamoiſelle de Spinehal's, ſhe had no 
body with her. We fat down, and I then talk 
thus to her: You can't doubt Madam but 
that I have Lovd you, and I believe what J 
have done for you, convinces you of the ſince- 
rity of my affections. I have a long time thought 
my Happinefs depended on Marrying you: But 
Heaven has at laſt open'd my Eyes, and I am 
ſenſible that your Age and mine wou'd not agree 
very well together. I don't complain of the 
Letter you Wrote my Nephew , ſince tis that 
which has enlightned me ; 7 forgive the manner 


of your treating me, ſince by that, J have learnt 


how ought to treat my ſelf ; I beſeech you, that 


there be no more ſaid of it, And turning to 


my Nephew, I continu'd, there ſhe is, I give her 


to you : Take her Nephew, and with her take 
all the promiſes ſhe has made me. To his Miſtreſs, 
1 ſaid, you are free Madam to chooſe whom 
you pleaſe for a Husband ; but if you have any 
_ remembrance of my Services, and any Gratitude 
for my Friendſhip, I demand of you to ſhew it by 
concluding the Marriage you have given my 
Nephew hopes of: He is worthy of you, you can- 
not chooſe better, he has an Eſtate, he will haie 
more after his Mothers Death; and! will give 
him what Land I have, reſerving only a Penſion 


out of it, ſufficient to maintain me in ſome ſo- 


litary place, which I ſhall ſeek out for my re- 
tirement for ever. 8 4 Ma- 


_— at * — 


Madamoiſelle de Spinehal wou'd have ſeveral 
times interrupted me , ſuppoſing I might 
dome to Chide her; but when the ſaw the 
gonrary, ſhe ſufferd me to go on. When I had 
done ſpeaking, ſhe anſwer dd, that ſhe beg d me, as 
a further mark of my Generoſity, not to permit 
her to juſtifie her ſelf, as to an Action of which 
ſhe ſaid ſhe ſhou'd be aſham'd as long as ſhe 
Liv'd , that ſhe wou'd ever eſteem and reſpect 
me above any Man; but if I wou'd have her 
think with pleaſure of her Marriage with my 

Nephew, I muſt not talk of it, nor of giving 
him my Eſtate, nor of Leaving the World, 175 

My Nephew ſaid never a Word, the Tears 
which he had not been able to retain while I was 
ſpeaking, depriv'd him of the uſe of his ſpeech. 

To ſhorten this Converſation, I thought it con- 
venient to diſcourſe only of Heaven, and the re- 
ſolution it had inſpir d me with to provide for my 

end, and the concerns of my Soul. I touch d 
them by my Sentiments on that ſubject; They per- 
ceiv d I was reſolv'd, and that 'twou'd be in vain to 
endea vour to bring me off of it. I pray'd them to 
keep my deſign of retiring ſecret, and we then 
parted to make preparutions for theWedding. - 

My Siſter-in-Law, Mother to my Nephew, 
© Toyfully conſented to it. 1 gave him my Mannour, 
which I cou'd the more eaſily diſpoſe of, having 
no other Heirs, my Second Brother being 
Dead in Sweedex , and left no Children behind 
him. 11 nts 
They were Marry'd, and Heaven Animated 

me 
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me to look on without the leaſt ſign of Incon- 
ſtancy or Weakneſs ; Ican truly ſay 1 felt nne 
at all, and was amaz'd to find my ſelf ſo ingif- 
ferent towards the things of the World. I Liv'd 
with 'em Three Weeks,and remembring what my 
dear Carmelite had formerly told me, That a 
Man ought not to engage in a Solitary Life, with- 
out having a long time try d himſelf, whether 
he is able to go through with it. J therefore 
went to a Religious Houſe, and Liy'd there 
Three Months, under the dire tion of a very Old 
and a very Wiſe Man, who put me in a way 
as to the place and the kind of Retirement, 
J was at firſt willing to enter into the order of 
(bartreuæ. I then thought of the Abby of La Trape, 
but my Director ſet me againſt both the one and 
the other deſign, not only becauſe of my Age, 
but alſo becauſe he was apprehenſive of my en- 
gaging in a Society which I cou d never quit. He. 
knew that Men met with different Humours and 
Spirits of Contradiction, that often hinders them 
in the great buſineſs of their Salvation. I had in- 
form'd him what I knew of the Magiſtrate 
who ſeem'd to endure with Pain, the conſtraint of a 
Retirement, where he was often viſited by his 
Friends. My Director feard the ſame of me; 
he therefore thought it moſt adviſable to think of 
one, in which I might engage no farther than the 
care of my future Welfare led me, and might 
never ſee any thing that wow'd call the things of 
this World to my mind again. 
For this reaſon, he approv d of my Pre poſit ion 
| to 
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to retire into a Province where I was not known, 


15 ſince J ſhou'd not be expos'd to any Viſits: which 


are eqaally to be avoided, let em be either Agree- 
able or Impertinent. _ 
In this place now I am, and] believe 1 ſhall not 


be weary of hiding my ſelf ; for fince I came 


here, I have had pleaſant Days, and peaceful 
Nights, and all that i have been oblig d to report, 
in Writing theſe Memoirs, concerning the Amuſe- 
ments of my Life, has only helpt to encreaſe my 

contempt of the World, and to make me fincere- 
ly repent, that I began ſo late to buſie my ſelf a- 
bout the only thing, in which Thave found True 


and Solid Happineis. 


« "THE Author of theſe Memoirs Dy'd a- 
= “ bout Six Months after he Wrote 
Le them; He ſet about Writing them in the be- 
= ginning of his Retirement, and having more 
« ſerious employments afterwards, he repented 


„ that he had amus d himſelf with ſuch a work, 


c Hewou'd have burat it,cou'd he have come at it; 
4 but the Papers were taken from him as ſoon as 
« *was known what he intended to do with 
«© them. It remains to give a ſhort account of the 


© remainder of his: Life, of his Retirement, and in 


< what manner he Liv'd to his Death. 

He chang'd his Name, and being in a Pro- 
« yince where no body knew his Family, t was 
« nor difficult for him to paſs for quite another 
4 Perſon than really he was : He dilguis d him- 
&« ſelf ſo well, that thoſe with whom he Liv'd, 
never guclt that he had heen a Soldier. Has 

| 2 « ving 


5 
« ving a great deal of Wit and Learning, they 
« imagin'd he had been a Gentleman of the Long- 
* Robe, or had been in the Service of {ome 


« Embaſſador ; his knowledge of the Tongues 


c and of Foreign Countries, Confirm'd this opi- 


“ nion, and he took no pains to deſtroy it. 


© The place of his Retiremeut was a Corner 


„ of a Monaſtry, where he allow'd a ſmall 


** Penſion for his Maintenance, and laid out the 
« reſt of the little income he had reſerv'd for 
« himſelf, in Charity : He ſpent his time in 
« Prayer and Contemplation, and in taking care 
e of the Religious, or to Cultivate with his own 
Hands, a Garden which joy n'd to his Apartment, 
No body, not even his Nephew knew of the 


La) 
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Place whither he retir'd, except he that helpt 


« him in the choice he made; by whole advice 
« he always govern'd himſelf, and who receiv'd 
and remitted him his Money. | 

«< He had been in this retirement Two Years 
& before his Nephew knew where he was; he 
„ wouw'd have Viſited him, and brought his 


« Wife with him, the ſame whom he had Lov'd 


4 ſo much, under the Name of Madamoiſelle de 


SFpinehal; but this Wiſe Recluſe prevail'd 
with his Nephew to come alone, and of all his 
* Family, he was the only Perſon he ever ſaw. 


© Healſo oblig'd him to beware how he diſcover'd 
4 himſelf to be his Nephew, fearing that woud 
ce make him known, and procure him reſpect in 
© the Province where he wou'd fain have Liv'd 
«© Incognito. 
« His Nephew and his Wife were the only Per- 
&« ſons 
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| * ſons for whom, to the laſt, he had any concern; 
| __© ButHeaven took bothof em awayfrom him. His 
Il © Nephew was Kill'd in the Army: His Wife ſur- 
| vivid him ſcarce Six Months and then Dy'd 
| “ Childleſs. He acknowledg'd in this the Hand of 
| % Providence, that had permitted him to free his | 
| thoughts ſtill more from the World, and keep 
“ him unknown, that no body ſhou'd remain a- 
« live to diſcover him. He ſaw the Wealth of his 
Family fall into the Hands of thoſe who did 
not know whether he was in the Land of the 
« Living = and he was fo negligent to recover 
«< hat belong'd to him by the Death of his 
V Nephew, that before he Dy'd he wanted ne- 
X ceſfaries. He had nothing to Live upon but the 
| Þ = Charity of the Fryers” with whom he Liv'd 1 
| and being now N 'd from the 
* World, he did not think fit to ſubſtitute any 
< one in his place,to try his right ro the Eſtates 
& which he might have Claim'd. He believ'd 
8 he ſhou'd ill reward the care the Fathers took 
* of him by engaging them in a Law-ſuit, and 
making thoſe Rich who Lov'd tobe Poor. He 
* was reducd to the Quality of their Servitor , 
* and-in this Quality Dy'd unknown to every 
& body, fo happy in his defigns of hiding him- 
4 ſelf, that the only Man who cou'd have diſ- 
« coverd him, I mean him who digeſted theſe 
- < Memoirs, has.taken all imaginable precaution 
« to prevent his being known. TREES 
The Endof the Eighth and Laſt Bb. 
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